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PREFACE 
BY TOE TRANSLATOR. 

Thi retaiarks of Foieign TiaTelleii uporn 
our own coontiy have always beeo so well 
leceived by tiM PaUic^ that no apology 
can be necessaiy for ofiiering to it the 
present Translation* The Author of this 
work seems to have enjoyed more advan* 
tages than most of his predecessors^ and 
to have availed himself of them with re- 
markable diligence. He boasts ako of his 
impartiality : to this pnuse^ in general^ he 
is entided; but there are some things 
which he has seen with a jaundiced qre. It 
is manifest that he is bigotted to the de- 
plorable supeiBtitions of his country; and 
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we may well suppose that those parts of 
the work in wUcfa this bigotry is most ap- 
parent^ have not been improved by the aid 
for which he thanks his Father Confessor* 
The Translator has seldom thought it ne- 
cessary to offer* 9ay> comments upon* the 
palptible err<nB and mis^tatonente whidi 
this spirit h^ A>metim^s occasioned : the 
few noles which he has aonezed are distin 
goished by the letters Tk, 
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A VOLUME of Travels rarely or never^ in 
our days^ appears in Spain : in England, 
oa the contrary, scarcely any works are so 
numerous. If an Englishman spends the 
summer in any of the mountainous pro** 
vinces, or runs over to Fans for six weeks, 
be publishes the history of his travels ; 
and if a work of this kind be announced 
in France, so great a competition is ex- 
cited among the London booksellers, thai 
they import it sheet by sheet as it comes 
from the press, and translate and print it 
piece-meal. The greater number of such 
books must necessarily be of little value : 
all, however, find readers, and the worst 
of them adds something to the stock of 
general information. 
We seldom travel ; and they among us 
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who do^ neret give their joamals to the 
public. la it because literatiire can hardly 
be said to hare become a trade among us, 
or because Yanity is no part of our na* 
tional character f The present worfc^ there- 
fore, is safe from comparison, and will 
have the advantage of novelty. If it sub- 
ject me to the charge of vanity myself^ I 
shall be sorry, for the imputation, but not 
conscious of deserving it. I went to 
England under circumstances unusually 
favotirable, and remained there eighteen 
months, during the greater part of which 
I was domesticated in an English family. 
They knew that it was my intention, to 
publish an account of what I saw, and 
aided me in my enquiries with a kindness 
which I iiiust ever remember. My re- 
marks were communicated, as they oc- 
curred^ in letters to my own family, and 
to my Father Confessor ; and they from 
time to time suggested to me such objects 
of observation as might otherwise perhaps 
have been overlooked. I have thought it 
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bettef to leviae these letten^ inflertiiig such 
matter as further research and more know- 
ledge enabled me to add, rather than to 
methodize the whole; having obsenred in 
Enghind^ that works of this kind wherein 
the snbjecU are presented in the order 
wherein they occnrred, arc always better 
received than those of a more qrslematical 
arrangement : indeed, they are less likely 
to be erroneous, and their errors are more 
excusable. Itk those letters which relate 
to the state of religion, I have availed 
myself of the remarks with which my Fa- 
ther Confessor instmcted me in hit cor- 
respondence. He has forbidden me to 
mention his name; bat it is my duty io 
state,, that the most valuable obsocvations 
upon this important subject, and, in par- 
ticular, those passages in which the Fa- 
thers are so successfully quoted, would 
not have enriched these volumes, but for 
his assistance* 

In thus delineating to my coimtiymen 
the domestic chmracter and habits of the 
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Eoglisby and i\ke reel state of England^ I 
have endeavouced to be strictly impartial ; 
and> if self<jadgment may in saeh a case 
be trusted^ it is my be&ef jibal I, baiEei suc- 
ceeded. Certainly^ I am not consciantof 
having either exaggerated or ^tennated 
any thing in any the slightest .degree-«of 
heightemng the bright or the dark parts of 
the pietore for the fake of effiectT-of ior 
venting what is.fidse^.nor of .conceiJing 
nirhatis tme> so as to lie by implication. 
Mistakes and misrepresentations there 
my>.and, periiat»> mnsi be : Xhope.tb^ 
irt!iiU> neither be foand.numerms.nof .im- 
portant^ as I know^thqr. are not wilfid; 
andJ^'trpt <that.whateflrei:. maynbe tfase 
fimltsand ei^rors of the work, nothing wiU 
appear in it inconsistent with diaii^ love of 
my country, which lieel in comknon with 
every Spaniard ; and that submission, 
which, in common with every Cathoiic> 
I owe to the Holy Church. . 



Digitized by Google 



CONTENTS 

OTf THE 

FIRST VOLUME. 



Z.XTTB& I. 

Page 
Ajuuval atEdmoadi.— ^OofltonrHouM* 
---£ood of the BmgMi^lSoimml Biwi. 

tie ftl theIll]lMM««fMM«»*tM*MMtf4««*«»MMMMIM«. 1 

LETTBB n. 

Mode of TrayelliDg«-^PeiurjB#p»Truro«— 
DrearinesB of the Country.— .Bodmin.— 
Earth-Coid the ^oimiiion FueL-^Laun- 
Geilon.«i>i-£xodleiioe of die Inn« end 
Itoftd0^.-pOkeli8Qiptd64«.Eselei;M«k« 



LXTTXR III. 

Exeter Cathednd and pubUc Walk.-J.i- 
bmries—Honiton.— Danger* of English 
Traveiiing^ and Cruelty with which it is 
attended— Ax:inin«ter*—Bridport.,«.o.« 2^ 



Digitized by Google 



X CONTBNTS. 

Page 

LETTER IV. 

Dorche8ter.p-*Gilbert Wakefield^— Inside 
of an English Churcfi.— Attempt to rear 
Silk-wonns.-^Down-country«— -Bland- 
fordw—3ali8bary«p— Execrable Alteration 
of the Cathedral. — Instance of public 
Inipiety«..»...««*«».w*.«»««*«*tM*M»Mt*MMt«M«M.«» S7 

LETTER V. 

Old Sarum.^Coiintry thinly peopled— 
Battng8toke.^Ruin8 of a Catholic Cba- 
pd^—^ Waste Land near London.--— » 
Staines. — ^Iron Bridgest-i-Custom of ex- 
posing the dead Bodies of Criminak.— 
Hounslow.— -Brentford.-— Approach to 
London*— AmyalMM«..tt».**«.*«»««*»««»««»«*««** ov 

LETTER VI. 

Watchmen— Noise in London Night and 
MonuBg^*— An JBnglish Family.— Ad- 
vice to Travellers...,.«........«««eM»*.«Mft«..M 65 

LETTER VIU 

General Description of London.— Walk 
to the Palace.— Crowd in the Streets.— ^ 
Shops— Cathedral of St Paul— Palace 



Digitized by Google 



COVTWtB* id 

of the Prince of Wales— Oddities in the 
Shop WindowsM.*.-^— —•••—•••— ——M«««« 72 

LKTTKB TIU. 

Prodamation of Peaces— The English do 
not understand Pageantry^— Dliunin*- 
doop— M. Otto's House.— nhiminations 
better managed at Bonie*.«.«-.«--*-*M..M 85 

LBTTU IX. 

Execution of Governor WaU.MM«M.«M«MM««t« 97 

LKTTBB X. 

Martial Laws of Enghuid— J^imited Ser- 
vice advised.— >Hint8 for Military Re- 
lOriUw* ••• ••• •# • •••••••••••• ••• ••••••••• ••••#••••••••••••• 1(19 

LBTTBB XI. 

Shopmen, why preferred to Women in 
England*— Division of London into the 
East and West EndH^^Low State of 
domestic Architecture.— Burlington- 

LBTTBB XII» 

Causes of the Change of Ministry not ge- 
nerally undersUxKU— Oatholic Emanci-- 
10 



Digitized by Google 



Fife 

patioii«««-The Ciiaiige.aeeeptaUe to the 

Nation«<<^tate of .Fartie&---Streiigth of 
the new Administration. — Its good £f^ 
fects.-— Populuity of Mr Addington...... 12T 

• . . I^BTTSRXIII. ; 

Dress of the English without Variet7,-i- 
Co8MieaveT8.<k*''i--«P68t*>xnen«------i-Airt of 

knocking at the Door.-— Inscriptions over 
the Shops—- Exhibitions in the Shop- 
windows. — -Chimney-sweepers.— -May- 
day. — These Sports originally religious.. 157 

^ LETTER XIV. 

Description of the Inside^ and of the Fur- 
nituroi of an English House..............*.... 149 

LETTER XV. 

Englidi Meals^^CIumsy Method of But- 
chery.— -Lord Somerville.*— Cruel Man- 
ner of kiUing certain Animals.--.>Luxu- 
ries of the Table.^Liquprs............r...M. 164 

LETTER XVI. 

InformeiB. — System upon which they act. 
i^-Anecdotes of their Rascality .—Evil of 



Digitized by Google 



coHTXKTa» xm 

enconragbg themv^Bngiiih Character 
a Compound of Contradietioiis.MM..«-««M 175 
Z.KTTER xrir* 

Hie Word Home said to be peculiar to* the 
English, i ■ P ropriet J . of ^ the AMertion 
quefttioned«--i^omfort«— Curioua Con* 
Teniencek— ^Pocket-fender,*«-Huntiag» 

LVTTBR XVIII. 

Dniiy-Lane Theatre^— The WintePf Tale. 
— Kemble— Mn Siddons^Don Juan., 187 

. Z^XTTERXIX, 

English Church Serdoe-nv-BanQs at Mai>» 
riage.*^bioonvenience of JuiYiDg the Seiw 
mon a regdar Part.~Setnions an A^ 
tide of Trade^^^JPopular Preach e r s ^— 
JrTivate v na p c iS um —tM UMm t— —•»♦—>•— ttt—^ xuo 

Irreverence of English towards the Virgin 
Mary and llie Saints«— Want of Cere- 
monies in their Ghurch-^Festival Dain- 
ties—- ^Traces of Catholicism in their 
Language and Oaths.*— Disbelief of Pur* 



Digitized by Google 



Ziy GONTSKTS. 

gatory-- -Fatal Consequences, of thur Er« 
rorv— Supposed Advantages of the Schism 
examined— -Clergy not so numerous as 
fbnn6rly«*»M»M***tM*»M«M*MM*«**M«*M«MM**»tM« 21 • 

IfETTEK XXI* 

Show of Tulips— -Florists.— Passion for 
Rarities in England.— Queen Anne's 
Farthings.— Male Tortoise-diell Cat«— 
Collectors— The King <^Collectors«.M«. 22& 

Z.BTTER XXir. 

English Coins—- Paper Currency*— Fre«^ 
quent Executions for Forgery— Doctor 
Dodd«— Qpinion that Prevention is the 
End of Punishment*— This End not an- 
swered by the frequency of Executions. 
—Plan for the Prevention of Forgeqr 
rejected by the Bank*..***** •#•••••••#«•#•••••••• ^1 

LETTER XXIXI. 

Westminster Abbey— Legend of its Con- 
secration— Its single Altar in bad Taste* 
— Xjothic or English Architecture^— 
MonumentB.r-»BffiikB the Sculptor.— 
Wax-work— Henry the Seventh'* Cha- 



Digitized by Google 



ooyturrs* xv 

peU-MischievouB Propeniity of the Peo- 
ple to mutilate the Monumentiy McaMMtM* it66 

MTTXB ZXIV. 

C<»nplexion of the English oontnidictoiy 
to their hiitorical 11ieoriet«— Christian 
Names, and their DiminndTes.— STStem 
of Surnames ■— Namesirfthe Months and 
Days^— Friday the unlucky Day««-St 
yaientine*«»B^c8 of Catholicism, •«•#••#• 27i 

LETTXB ZXV. 

Termin onported firom all Firts-»Fox- 
Huating« — Sheotingv-^—Destniction of 
the Game«--*Rund SfOitMf*^^.—.-—,^— 385 

XiSTTEB XXVI* 

Fbor-Laws*-*— Work-Houses.-i^uffertng9 
of the Poor from the Climate— Dan- 
gerous State of England during the 
ScardQr«-<-The Poor not bettered by the 
Pirogress of CiyilizatioBy 9-— —••••••••••••••• 3M 



Digitized by Google 



%n COMTXMTS, 

Page 
LXTTXEJCXVII. 

Saint PaiiPs.p«- Anecdote of a female Esqrn- 
maux.— -Defect of Grecian Architecture 
in cold Cliniat^«— — Nakednegg of the 
Church;— Monuments. — Pictures offer« 
ed by Sir Joshua Reynolds; &c. and re- 
fufled.»-»A8cent.— Viev from the Sum- 

LETTEI^ XXVIII. 

State of the English CathoIics.-*Their pru- 
dent Silence in the, jpfjif pf Jacobitism. 
—The Church of England jealous of the 
Dis6enter8.^Riots in 1780-^Effeets of 
the French Revolttti<m«-^The Re««9ta- 
blishment of the Monastic Orders in Eng- 
land.—- Number of Nunneries and Catho- 
lic Seminaries!— The Poor easily con- 
yerted.wCatholic Writer8.-^Dr Geddes» S^ 

.LBTTB&XXIX. 

Number of Sects in England, all .appoating 
to the Scripturest-^-Puritaiis.—- Nonjtt* . 
rors.— Rise of Socinianismi and its pro- 
bable DownfaU| tt»««»»»«ttfo«««ift«Mf«f*«MM«««« S3S 



Digitized by Google 



eOMTlNTS. xvii 

LETTER XXX. 

Watering Places.— -Taste for the Pictures- 
que.F— Encoiiiiendas,«,wM....«..o.M...M.,#, 346 

LRXXR zxxi. 
Journey to Oxford.— Stage-Coacb Travel- 
ling and Compan7|MttM.t«H..:..M..M.M..— ^ S5i 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



ESPRIELLA'S 

LETTERS FROM ENGLAND. 



LETTER L 



Mrrkal at Fahmnah—Cmtam Haute. — 
Food of the En^ish.^Noue ami Bttstk 
at the Inn. 

W«dwMilqr, April tl, 180f • 
I WBITV to you tn>m English grouacL 
On the twdfth morning' after' our depar- 
ture from Lisbon we came in sight of the 
Lizard^ tiro lighb^bouses an the rocks near 
the Land's End^ which marie a dapgeroutf 
shore. The day was clear^ and showed ns 
the whole coast to advantage ; but if these 
be the white clifis of Eng^and^ they have 
been strangely magnified by report : their 
forms are uninteresting^ and their heights 

TOL* I. B 
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diminutive ; if a ficore soch were piled un« 
der Cape Finisterre, they would look like a 
flight of stairs to the Spanish mountains. 

I made this observation to J ^^ who could 

not help acknowledging the truths but he 
bade me look at the green fields. The ver- 
dure was certainly very delightful^ and that 
not merely because bur eyes were wearied 
with the gray sea: the appearance was like 
green corn^ though approaching nearer I 
perceived that the colour never changed ; 
for the herb^ being kept short by cattle^ 
does not move with the wind. 

We passed in sight of St Mauf s^ a little 
fishing-town on the east of the bay^ and 
anchored about noon at Falmouth. There 
is a man always on the look-out for the 
packets ; he makes a signal as soon as one 
is seen, and every woman who has a hus- 
band on board gives him a shilling for the 
intelligence. I went through some trouble- 
some forms upon landing, in consequence 
of the inhospitable laws enacted at the be- 
ginning of the war. There were then the 
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vexatious ceremonies of the custom-hoose 
to be performed^ where doable fees were 
exacted for passing our baggage at extraor- 
dinary hours. J bade me not judge of 

bis countrymen by their sea-ports: it is a 
proverb^ said he^ '^ that the people at these 
places are all either birds of passage^ or 
birds of prey ;'' it is their business to fleece 
us^ and ours to be silent. — Patience where 
.there is no remedy \ — our own aphorism^ 
I find^ is as needful abroad as at home. 
But if ever some new Cervantes should 
arise to write a mock heroic, let him 
makcL his hero pass through a custom- 
house on his descent to the infernal re- 
gions. 

The inn appeared magnificent to me; 
my friend complained that it was dirty 
and uncomfortable. I cannot relish their 
food : they eat their meat half raw ; the 
vegetables are never boiled enough to be 
soft ; and every thing is insipid except 
the bread, which is salt, bitter, and dis* 
agreeable. Their beer is far better in 
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Spaiiij the voyage and the climate ripen it. 
The cheese and butter were more to my 
taste ; manteca indeed is not butter^ and the 
Englishman * who wanted to call it so at 
Cadiz was as inaccurate in his palate as 
in his ideas. Generous wines are inordi- 
nately dear^ and no others are to be pro- 
cured ; about a dollar a bottle is the price. 
What you find at the inns is in general 
miserably bad; they- know this^ and yet 
drink that the host may be satisfied with 
their expences*: our custom of paying for 
the house*room is more economical^ and 
better. 

Falmouth stands on the western side of 
the bay^ and consists of one long narrow 
street which exhibits no fayourable spe- 
cimen either of the boasted cleanliness 
or wealth of the English towns. The 
wealthier merchants dwell a little out of 

• This blunder has been applied to the Frendi 
word €^, WMch ever may be origiiia]» it certaialjr 
ought not to be palmed upon an £ngli9haan.— Ta. 
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the town upon Ae shore, or on the op- 
posite aide of the bay at a little plaoe 
called Flushing. The harboorj which is 
very fine, is commisnded by the castle of 
Fendennis ; nearila month theret is a single 
lock, on which a pole is erected because it 
is covered at high tide. A madman not 
ma% years ago carried his m(e here at 
low water, landed her on the rock, and 
rowed away in sport ; nor did he return 
till her danger ds welt as fear had become 
■extreme* 

Some time since the priest of this place 
was applied to to bury a certain person 
from theadfoining country. '^ Why, John/* 
said be to the sexton, '^ we buried this 
man a doasen years ago :" and in fact it 
appeared on i^ferrihg to the books of die 
church that his Aiperal faadbeettregistered 
ten years back; He had beeii bedHriddea 
and in a state of ddteg^ during all thai; 
time; and.hi4 heirs had aiado « mock 
hdnsik, to aTbid certun legal fdrinsiand ex- 
penses which would else have been necei* 
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sary to enable them to receive and dispose 
of his rents. I was also told another 
anecdote of an inhabitant of this town^ 
not unworthy of a stoic : — Hb house was 
on fire ; it contained his whole property ; 
and when be found it was in vain to at- 
tempt saving any things be went upon the 
nearest bill and made a drawing of the 
conflagration :^an admirable instance of 
Englisb phlegm ! 

The perpetual stir and bustle in this inn 
is as surprising as it is wearisome. Doors 
opening and shuttings bells ringings voices 
mailing to the waiter from every quarter^^ 
while be cries '^ Coming/' to one room, 
and hurries away to another. Every body 
is in a hurry here ; either they are going 
off in the packets^ and are hastening their 
preparations to embark ; or they have just 
arrived^ and are impatient to be on the 
road homeward. Every now-and-then a 
carriage rattles up to the door with a ra* 
pidity which makes the very house shake. 
The man who cleans the boots is running 
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in one direction, the barber with his pow- 
der-bag in another; here goes the barber't 
boy with his hot water and razors ; there 
comes the clean linen from the washer- 
woman ; and the hall is full of porters and 
sailors bringing in luggage, or bearing it 
away; — ^now you hear a horn blow be- 
cause the post is coming in, and in the 
middle of the night you are awakened by 
another because it is going out* Nothing 
is done in England without a noise, and 
yet noise is the only thing they forget in 
the bill! 
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LETTER II. 



Mode qf TnwelUng. — Pemyn.-^Trurov^ 
Dreariness of tie Cotmtry. — Bodmrn.-^ 
Earih'Coal tie common Fnel.-^LMOke^ 
tom^r^ExteUenee qf the ImiMOMd Moade*^-^ 
'OkekampUm.'T^Exeier. 

Thunday, April §8. 
Early in the morning our chaise was al 
the door^ a four-wheeled carriage which 
conveniently carries three persons. It has 
glass in front and at the sides^ instead of 
being doused with curtains^ so that you at 
once see the country and are sheltered 
from the weather. Two horses drew us at 
the rate of a league and a half in the hour ; 
— such is the rapidity with which the Eng- 
lish travel. Half a league from Falmouth is 
the little town of Penryn^ whose ill-built 
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and narrow ttfeets seem to hate been < 
tii?ed to make ai many acute angles in the 
T<3mA, and take .the traveUer np and down 
ab madj ateep deoliritiea as possible in a 
given distance. In two hours we reached 
Tmro^ where we breakfasted : thb. meal 
is completely spoilt by the abominable 
bitterness of the breads to which I shaU 
not aeon be. able to. reconcile myself* The 
town 18 clean and opulent ; its main street 
broad^ with superb shops, and a little gut* 
ter stream running through it All the 
shops have windows to them ; the climate 
is so inclement that it would be impos- 
sible to liTe without them. J«— — showed 
tne where some traveller had left the ex* 
pression of his impatience written upon 
the wainscot with a pencil—^'' Thanks to 
the Gods another stage is past''**for all 
travelleiB are in haste here, either on their 
way home, or to be in time for thepackeL 
When we proceeded the day had become 
dark and orerclouded ;*^uite English 
weather :-^I could scarcely keep myself 
b2 
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WMin in my cloak : the trees have hardly a 
tinge of green, though it is now so late in 
April. Every thing has a coarse and cold 
appearance: the heath looks nipt in its 
growth, and the hedge-plants are all mean 
and insignificant : nettles, and thistles, 
and thorns, instead of the aloe, and the 
acanthus, 'and the arbutus, and the vine. 
We soon entered upon a track as dreary as 
any in Estremadura ; mile after mile the 
road lay straight before us; up and down 
long hills, whose heights only served to 
show how extensive was the waste. 

Ajlitchel-Dean, the next place to which 
we came, is as miserable as any of our 
most decayed towns ; it is what they call 
a rotten borough : that is, it has the privi- 
lege of returning two members to parlia* 
ment, who purchase the votes of- their 
constituents, and the place has no other 
trade :'^it has indeed a very rotten appear* 
ance. Even the poorest houses in this 
country are glazed : this, however, proves 
rather the inclemency of the climate thaQ 
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the.wealth of the people. Our second lUge 
was to a single house called the Indian 
Queens^ which is rather a post-house than 
an inn. These places are not disUngnished 
by a bush^ though that was once the custom 
here also^ but by a large painting swung 
from a sort of gallows before the door^ or 
nailed above it^ and the house takes its 
name from the sign. Lambs, hoifses, bulls^ 
and stags^ are common ; sometimes ihey 
have red lions^ green dragons, or blue 
boars^ or the head of the king or queen^ or 
the arms of the nearest noblemao. One 
inconvenience attends their mode of travel* 
ling^ which is, that at every stage the chaise 
IS changed, and of course there is the trou«» 
ble of removing all the baggage. 

The same dreary country still lay before 
ns; dn the right there was a wild rock 
rising at once from the plain, with a ruin 
upon its summit. Nothing can be more 
desolate than the appearance of this pro- 
vince, where most part of the inhabitants 
live in .the mines. '^ I never see the greater 
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part cF fliy pamhioiierB/' said a deigy«- 
mAQ htre, '^ till thcycome itp tobebvried/' 
We dtatd at Bodmiit^ an old town whtcb 
was once the cEief seat o( religion in the 
district^ Imfc has materially suffered siace 
the schism ) ill^built, yet not wone 
built than sitaated^ being shadowed by a 
hill to the 86oth ; and to complete the list 
pf iU; Qontrivances^ their water U brought 
through the common burial-place. Tb^ 
bum earth-Mcoal every where ; it is a black 
shining 9tone^ very brittle^ which kindles 
slowly^ making much smoke^ and much 
ashes : but as all the booses are bnUi with 
chimneys^ it is iieither unwholesome nor 
disagreeable. An Englishman's delight is 
to stir the fire ; and I believe I shall soon 
acquire this part of their manners^ as a 
means ef self-defence against their raw 
bnd chilly atmosphere. The hearth is 
furnished with a round bar to move the 
coals^ a sort of forceps to arrange them, 
and a small shovel for the cinders*; all of 
iron, and so shaped and polished as to be 
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•iBMoentaL Besides these, there is what 
they call the fender, which is a litde 
moveable barrier, either of brass or po- 
Hshed steely or sometimes of wire painted 
green and capt with brass, t» prerent the 
Ute embers from .faUing npon the floor. 
The grates which confine the fire iare often 
yerj costly and beantifol, every thing being 
designed to display the wealth of the peo* 
pie; ev€a the bars^ though they are necea- 
sarily blackened every day by the smoke, 
are regularly brightened in the morning, 
and this work is performed by women* 
In good houses the chimneys have a mar- 
ble frontal, upon the top of which vases of 
akbaster or spar, mandarins from China, 
flower^stands, or other ornaments, are ar* 
remged. 

After dinner we proceeded to Launcet^ 
ton ; the country improved upon ns^ and 
the situation of the place as we approach* 
ed, standing upon a hill, with the ruins of 
the castle which had once commanded it, 

ipemindednreof ourMoorisktowns^ W« 
10 
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lUrrived jast as the eveDing was closing ;. 
our chaise wheeled under the gateway with 
a clangor that made the roof ring ; the 
waiter was at the door in an instant ; bjr 
the time we could let down the glass^ be 
had opened the door and let the steps 
down. We were ^shown into a comfort- 
able room ; lights were brought, the twi- 
light shut out, the curtains let down, the 
fire replenished. Instead of oil, they bum 
candles made of tallow, which in this cli- 
mate is not offensiTC $ wax is so dear that 
it is used by only the highest ranks. 
Here we have taken our tea ; and in the 

interval between that and supper,. J is 

reading the newspaper, and 1 am minn* 
ting down the recollections of the day. 
What a country for travelling is this! such 
rapidity on the road ! such accommoda* 
tions at the resting-^places ! We have ad- 
vanced fourteen leagues to-day without 
fatigue or exertion^ When we arrive at 
the inn there is no apprehension lest the 
tapartments should be pre-occupied; we 
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are not liable to any nnpleasanl company; 
we have not to send abroad to poichase 
wine and seek for provisions ; every thing 
is ready ; the larder stored^ the fire bnm- 
ingj the beds prepared ; and the people of 
the hoose^ instead of idly looking on, or 
altogether neglecting ns, are asking our 
orders and solicitous to please, I no long* 
er wonder at the ill-huoioor and fastidious* 
liess of Englishmen in Spain. 

• ••#•• 

Friday, April S9. 

Launceston castle was formerly used as 
a state prison. There were lazar*houses 
here and at Bodmin when leprosy was 
common in England. They attributed this 
disease to the habit of eating fish^ and ea- 
pecially the livers ; the fresher they were 
the more unwholesome they were thought* 
Whatever has been the cause, whether 
change of diet, or change of dress, it has 
totally disappeared. 

The Tamar^ a dear ahaUow and rapid 
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Cornwall from Deyonsbire. The moan* 
tainous character of the river^ the sitnation 
of the town rising behind it^ iu ancient 
appearance^ and its castle toweritig abo^e 
$11, made so Spanirii a scene^ that perhaps 
h pleased me the more for the resemblance $ 
and I wotild williilgly for a while ha^e ex* 
changed tlie chaise for a mule, that I m%ht 
have loitered to enjdy it at leisure. The 
English mode of travelling is excellently 
adapted for every thing, except for seeing 
the country. 

We met a stage«-waggon, the vehicle in 
which baggage is transported, for sumpteiv 
beasts are not in use. I could not ima* 
gine what this could be ; a huge carriage 
upon four wheels of prodigious breadth, 
yery wide and very long, and arched ovei^ 
with cloth, like a bower, at a considerable 
height : thb monstrous machine was 
drawn by eight large horses, whose neck« 
bells were heard far off as they approach- 
ed } the cmrrifer weiik^d beside^ them, with a 
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kmg whip vpoa hit fthookier^ as tall again 
9B himsdf J which he aometimet crackei in 
the air^ seemiag to have no occasion to 
c^xaroifle it in may other manner ; bis diets 
was diffsmtfrom any that I bad yet teen, 
it was aiM>rl of tonic of coane linen^ and 
is peculiar to thit class of men. Here 
wonld have been an adventure for Don 
Quixote ! Carrying is here a very consi- 
derable trade : these waggons are day and 
night npon their way, and are oddly enough 
called flying waggons, though of all ma- 
chines they travel the slowest, slower than 
even a travelling funeral* The breadth of 
the wbeeb is xegnbited by law, on account 
of the roadt, to which great attention is 
paid, and which are deservedly esteemed 
objects of national importance. At certain 
distances gates are erected and toll-houses 
beside them, where a regular tfuc is paid 
for every kind of conveyance in proportion 
lo the number of horses and wheels; 
horsemen and cattle also are snbject to 
this daty • These gates are rented by avo* 
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tion ; they are few or frequent^ as the na- 
ture of the soil occasions more or less ex- 
pense in repairs : no tax can be levied more 
fairly^ and no public money is more fairly 
applied . Another useful peculiarity here is^ 
that where the roads cross or branch off 
a directing post is set up, which might 
sometimes be mistaken for a cross, were it 
in a Catholic country. The distances are 
measured by the mile, which is the fourth 
of a league, and stones to mark them are 
set by the way-side, though they are often 
too much defaced by time or by mischie- 
vous travellers to be of any use. 

The dresses of the peasantry are far less 
interesting than they are in our own land ; 
they are neither gay in colourji^nor grace- 
ful in shape ; that of the men differs little 
in make from what the higher orders wear. 
I have seen no goats ; they are not com- 
mon, for neither their flesh nor their milk 
is in use ; the people seem not to know 
how excellent the milk is, and how excel-* 
lent a cheese may be made from it. All 
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the sheep are while^ and these also are ne- 
ver milked. Here are noaqoednctSj no 
fountains by the way-side. 

Okehampton^ which we next came to, 
stands in the county of De? onshire ; here 
also is a ruined castle on its hill^ beautifully 
ivyed^ and standing above a delightful 
stream. There was in our room a series of 
prints^ which^ as they represented a sport 
peculiar to England^ interested me much : 
it was the hunting the hare. The first 
displayed the sportsmen assembled on 
horseback^ and the dogs searching the c(h 
ver: in the second they were in chace, 
men and dogs fall speed, horse and horse- 
man together leaping over a high gate,-* 
a thing which I thought impossible, but 
J— ^ assured me that it was commonly 
practised in this perilous amusement : in 
the third they were at fault, while the poor 
hare was stealing away at a distance : the 
last was the death of the hare, the hunts- 
man holding her up and winding his bom^ 
while the dogs are leaping round him. 
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This province appears far more fertile 
than the one we have quitted ; the wealth 
of which lies under ground. The beaufy 
. of the country is much injured by incl(H 
•uresj which intercept the view> or cut it 
into patches ; it is not^ however, quite 
fair to judge of them in tbek present kaf» 
less state. The road was vei^ hirUy, a 
thick small rain came on^ and prevented 
us from seeing any thing. Wet as is the 
climate of. the whole island, these two 
western provinces are particularly subject 
to rain^; for they run out between the 
English and Bristol channels, like a pe- 
ninsula ; in other respects their climate is 
better, the temperature being considerably 
warmer 4 so that sickly persons are sent to 
winter here upon the south coast. Much 
cyder is made here : it is a far pleasanter 
liquor than their beer, and may indeed be 
considered as an excellent beveniga by a 
people tb whom nature has xlenied the 
giapie. I ought, perhaps,, to say, that it is 
even better than oar comitiy wiiaes ; but 



Digitized by Google 



BUST or BUONAI^ABTB* f 1 

what we drank was generous cyder^ and 
at a fHrice exceeding that which genetoaa 
wine bears with us; so that tlie advantage 
ia stiH ours* 

We only stopped to change chaises at our 
next stage ; the inn was not inviting in its 
appearance^ and we had resolved to reach 
Exeter to a late dinner. There were two 
busts in porcelain upon the chimney-piece, 
one of Buonaparte, the other of John Wear 
ley, the founder of a numerous sect in 
this land of schismatics ; and between 
them a whole-length figure of Shakespeare, 

thehr fttmousdramatisi. When J^ had 

explained them to me, 1 asked him which 
of the three worthies was the most popu* 
lar. '' Perhaps/' said he, '' the Corsican 
jdst at present ; but his is a transient popu- 
larity $ he is only the first political actor of 
the day,, and, like all other stage-players, 
must one day give way to his successors, 
as his predecessors have given way to him* 
Moreover, he is rathemotorious ban po- 
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pular ; the king of Prussia was a favourite 
with the people^ and they hung up his 
picture as an alehouse sign^ as they had 
done prince Eugene before him^ and many 
a fellow gets drunk under them still ; but 
no one will set up Buonaparte's head as an 
invitation. Wesley^ on the contrary^ is a 
saint with his followers^ and indeed with 
almost all the lower classes. As for Shake- 
jpeare^ these people know nothing of him 
but his name ; he is famous in the strictest 
sense of the word^ and his fame will last as 
long as the English language ; which by 
God's blessing will be as long as the ha« 
bitable world itself." '' He is your saint T 
said Ij smiling at the warmth with which 
he spake. 

At length we crossed the river Exe by a 
respectable bridge^ and immediately enter* 
ed the city of Exeter^ and drove up a long 
street to an inn as large as a large convent* 
Is it possible^ I asked^ that this immense 
house can ever be filled by travellers i He 
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told me in reply, that there were two other 
inns in the city nearly at large, besides 
many smaller ones ; and yet, that the last 
time he passed through Exeter, they were 
obliged to procure a bed for him in a pri- 
vate dwelling, not having one anoccnpled 
in the house. 
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LETTER III. 



Exettr Cathedral and Public Walkr^U^ 
braries.'^Honiton. — Dangers of English 
Trasoelling, and Cruelty with which it is 
attended.'^Jsmimter^ — Brt^port. 

Saturdajy April 94. 

If the outside of this New London Inn^ as 
it is called^ surprised me^ I was far more 
surprised at the interior. Excellent as the 
bouses appeared at which we had already 
halted^ they were mean and insignificant 
compared with this. There was a sofa in 
our apartment^ and the sideboard was set 
forth with china and plate. Surely^ how- 
ever^ these articles of luxury are misplaced^ 
as they are not in the slightest degree ne- 
cessary to the accommodation of a travel- 
ler^ and must be considered in his biU. 
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ISxeiet is an ancirat ci^, and has been 
so slow in adopting modern impioTemente 
that it has the unsayoniy odour of Lisbon* 
' One great street runs through the city from 
east to west; the rest consists of dirty 
lanes. As you cross the bridge^ you look 
down upon a part of the town below» in- 
tersected by little channels of water. The 
cathedral is a fine object from those situa^ 
tions where both towers are seen^ and only 
half the body of the buildings rising aboTe 
'the city. It cannot be compared with Se- 
Tille, or Cordova> or Bargos ; yet certain- 
ly it is a noble pile. Even the heretics con- 
fess that the arches^* and arched windows, 
and avenues of columns, the old monu- 
ments', the painted altar, and the coloured 
glass, impress them with a feeling favour- 
able to religion. For myself, I felt that I 
stood upon ground, which, desecrated ais it 
was, had once been holy. 

Close to oar inn is the entrance of the 
Nomey or public walk*. The trees are elms, 
and have attained their full growth : indeed 

VOL. I. c 
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I ha^y/e never seen a finer walk ; bat erery 
town has not its Nomey * as with us its 
mlameda. I was shown a garden> unique 
in its kind^ which has been made in the 
old castle ditch* The banks rise steeply on 
each side ; one of the finest poplars in the 
countiy grows in the bottom, and scarcely 
overtops the mined wall. Jackson, one 
of the most accomplished men of his age> 
directed these improvements ; and nevier 
was accident more happily improved* He 
was chiefly celebrated as a musician ; but 
as a man of letters, his reputation is con-* 
siderable ; and he was also a painter : few 
men, if any^ have succeeded so well in no 
many of the fine arts* Of the castle itself 
there are but few remains ; it was named 
Rougemont, from the colour of the red 
sandy eminence on which it stands, and 
for the same reason the city itself wad call« 
ed by the Britons The Red City* 

* The author seems to hate mistaken this (iff ^ 
general namei-^Ta* 
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tn most of the EpgUsh towns ifaey hate 
what they eall GircQlating librirics i the 
tabtcriben, for a& annual or tpmxteAj 
payment^ have two or more Tohinics at 
a time^ according to the terms ; and stran- 
gers may be accommodated on deposit- 
ing the Ta]ae of the book they choose* 
There are several of these in Exeter, one 
of which, I was told, was considered as re- 
maikably good, the bbokseller being him- 
self a man of considerable learning and 
ability. Here was also a literary society . 
c( some celebrity, till the French rcTola- 
tion, which seems to have disturbed eveiy 
town, viUage> and almost eveiy family in 
the kingdom> broke it up. The inhabitants 
in general are behindhand with their coun- 
trymen in information and in refinement 
Hie streets are Hot flagged, neither are 
they regularly cleaned, as in other parts 
of the kingdom ; the corporation used to 
compel the townspeople to keep their 
doors clean, as is usual in every English 
town ; but some little while ago it was 
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discovered, that^ by the laws of tfae eitj, 
they had no authority to insist upon this ; 
and now the people will' not remove the 
dirt from their own doors^ because they 
say they cannot be forced to do it. Their 
politics are as little progressive as their 
police: to this diay, when they speak of 
the Americans, they call them the rebels. 
Everywhere else, this feeling is extinguish- 
ed among the people, though it stillre- 
mains in another quarter. When Wash- 
ington died, his will was published in the 
newspapers; but in those which are im- 
mediately under ministerial influence, it 
was suppressed by high authority. It was 
not thought fitting that any respect should 
be paid to the memory of a man whom 
the Sovereign considered as a rebel and a 
traitor. . . 

The celebrated Priestley met with a 8in« 
gular instance of popular hatred in this 
place. A barber who was shaving him 
heard his name in the midst of the opera* 
tion J— he dropt his razor immediately, and 
8 
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ran out of the room eitoUdming, ** that he 
had seen his cloven fooU'^. 

I bought here a map of England^ folded 
for the pocket, with the roads aad distances 
aU marked upon it* I purchased also a 
hook of the roads, in which not only the 
Stance of every place in the kingdom from 
London, and from each other, is set down, 
hut also the best inn at each place is points 
e4 i>iit, the name mentioned of every 
gentleman's seat near the road, and the 
objects which are most worthy a traveller's 
notice. Every thing that can possibly fa« 
cilitate travelling seems to have been pro- 
duced by the commercial spirit of this 
people. . 
; As the chief trade of Exeter lies with 
Spain, few places have suffered so much 
by the late wan We departed about noon 
the next day; and as we ascended the first 
hill, looked down upon the city and its 
cathecbral towers to great advantage. Our 
s)3ge was four leagues, along a road which, 
fk, century ago, when there was little trap 
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yelHng, and no care taken of the pnblie 
ways^ was remarkable as the best in the 
West of England. The vale of Honiton^ 
which we overlooked on the way^ is con-^ 
sidered as one of the richest landscapes in 
the kingdom ; it is indeed a prodigious ex* 
tent of highly cultivated country^ ^et thickly 
with hedges and hedge<?row trees ; and had 
we seen it either in its full summer gre^i^ 
or with die richer colouring of autumn^ 
perhaps I might not have been disappoint*^ 
ed. Yet I should think the English land* 
scape can never appear rich to a southern 
eye : the verdure is indeed beautiful and re» 
freshing^ but green fields and timber treea 
have neither the variety nor the luxuriance, 
of happier climates. England seems to be 
the paradise of sheep and cattle ; Valencia 
of the human race, 

Honiton^ the town where we cbimged 
chaises^ has nothing either interesting or 
remarkable in ite appearance^ except that 
here, as at Truro^ a little stream flows along 
the ^treetji and UtUe cisterns or b^sons^ 
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for dipping places, are made before every 
door. Lace is manafacttired here in imi* 
tation of the Flanders lace, to which it it 
inferior because it thicJiens in washing ; 
the fault is in the thread. I have reason 
to remember this town, as our lives were 
endangered here by the misconduct of the 
innl^eepen There was a demur about pro- 
curing horses for us ; a pair were fetdied 
from the field, as we afterwards discovered, 
who had either never been in harness be* 
fore, or so long out of it as to have be- 
come completely unmanageable. As soou 
as we were shut in, and the driver shook the 
reins, they ran off— -a danger which had 
been apprehended ; for a number of persons 
had collected round the inn door to see 
what would be the issue. The driver, who 
deserved whatever harm could happen to 
him, for having exposed himself and us to 
so much danger, had no command whatever 
over the frightened beasts ; he lost his seat 
presently, and was thrown upon the pol» 
between the horses; still hel&ept thoreins. 
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and almost miraculously preveated himself 
from falling under the wheels^ till the 
horises were stopped at a time when we 
momently expected that he would be run 
over and the chaise oyerturned. As I 
saw nothing but ill at this place^ so haye 
I heard nothing that is good of it : the 
borough is notoriously venal ; and since it 
has become so the manners of the people 
hare undergone a marked and correspond- 
ent alteration. 

This adventure occasioned considerable 
delay. At length a chaise arrived ; and the 
poor horses^ instead of being su£Pered to 
rest^ weary as they were^ for they had just 
returned from Exeter^ were immediately 
put-to for another journey. One of them 
had been rubbed raw by the harness. I 
was in pain the whole way^ and could not 
but consider myself as accessory to an .act 
of cruelty : at every stroke of the whip my 
conscience upbraided me^ and the driver 
was not sparing of it. It was luckily a 
short stage of only two leagues ^and a 
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qmrter. Eaglish traveUing, you $ec, has 
its evils and its dangers. The life of a post* 
horse is truly wretched :— there wiU be 
cruel individuals in all countries^ but cm* 
elty here is a matter of calculation : the 
post-imasterg find it more pro6 table to over- 
work, their beasts and kill them by hard 
labour in two or three yearsj than to let 
ihem .do half the work and live out their 
natural length of life. In commerce, even 
more than in war, both men ai^d beasts are 
considered merely as machines, and m^ri 
ficed with even less compunction. 
. There is a great fabrip of carpets at Ax* 
minster^ which are woven in one entire 
piece. We were not d^taiped here many 
minutes, aqd herie we left the county of 
Devonshire, which in climate and fertility 
and beauty is said to ejcceed most parts of 
]^gland : if it be indeed so, ^gland hiv 
little to boast of. Both their famous fU 
rates, Uie Drake and the Raleigh, were n^ 
stives of this province ; so also was Oxen- 
)3taUi, another of these early Buccaneers, pf 
c 8 
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whcMie family it is still reported^ tbat be- 
fore any one dies a bird witb a wbite breast 
flutters aboDt the bed of the sick person^ 
and vanishes when be expires. 

We now entered upon Dorsetshire^ a 
dreary country. Hitherto I had been dis- 
posed to think that the English indoi* 
sures rather deformed than beautified the 
landscape^ but I now perceived how cheer^ 
less and naked the cultivated country ap-> 
pears without them. The hiils here are 
ribbed with furrows, just as it is their fa* 
shion to score the skin of roast pork. The 
soil is chalky and full of flints ; night was 
setting-in^ and our horses struck fire at 
almost every step^ This is one of the 
most salubrious parts of the whole island : 
it has been ascertained by the late census, 
that the proportion of deaths in the down- 
countries to the other parts is as 6S to 80, 
"—a certain proof that inclosures are preju* 
dicial to health.* After having travelled 

* The drynmn of aoil is a more probable msae.'^TM^ 
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three leagues we reached Bridport, swell* 
built and flourishing town. At one time 
all the cordage for the English navy was 
manufactured here; and the neighboui^ 
hood is so proverbially produclive of hemp, 
that when a man is hanged^ they have a 
vulgar sayings that he has been stabbed 
with a Bridport dagger* It is probable 
that both hemp and flax degenerate in 
England^ as seed is annually imported from 
Mga- 

Here ends our third da/s journey* The 
roads are better, the towns nearer each 
other, more busy and more opulent as we 
advance into the country ; the inns more 
modem though perhaps not better, and 
travelling more frequent. We are now in 
the track of the stage-coaches ; one passed 
us this morniog, shaped like a trunk with 
a rounded lid placed topsy-turvy. The 
passengers sit sideways ; it carries sixteen 
persons withinside, and as many on the 
iroof as can find room ; yet this unmerciful 
weight, with the proportionate Iqggage of 
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each person, is dragged by foar. horses/ al 
the rate of a league and a half withm ihe 
hour. The skill with which the driver 
guides them with long reins, and directs 
these huge machines round the corners of 
the stteets, where they always go with in- 
creased velocity, and through the sharp 
turns of the inn gateways, is truly surpri- 
sing. Accidents, nevertheless, frequently 
happen ; and considering how little time 
this rapidity allows for observing theooun- 
try>'and how cruelly it is purchased, I pre- 
fer the slow and safe movements of the 
calessa. 
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Dorchester.'^Gilbert Wakefield.— tmide of 
an Ef^luh Church. — Attempt to rear 
silkworms, — Down^ountry. — Blandford. 
-^Salisbury. — Execrable Alteration of the 
Cathedral. — Imtance of public Impiety. 

* Sanday, April S5. 

Wb started earljr^ and hurried oyer four 
leagues of the same open and uuinterest* 
ing country, which brought us to Dor- 
chester,, the capital of the province^ or 
county town, as it is called, because the 
provincial prison is here, and here the 
judges come twice a-year to decide all 
causes civil and crimmal. The prison is a 
modern building : the height and strength 
of its walls^ its iron-grated windows, and 
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its strong gateway, with fetters hanging 
over the entrance, safficientlj characterise 
it as a place of punishment, and render it 
a good representation of a giant's castle in 
romance. 

When J — passed through this town on 
his way to Spaii^ he visited Gilbert Waken 
field, a celebirated scholar, who was conm 
fined here as a favourer of the French Re^ 
volution. One of the bishops had writteii 
a book upon the state of public affairs^ jus< 
at the time when the minister proposed ta 
take from every man the tithe of his in-, 
come : this the bishop did not think suffin 
cient ; so he suggested instead, that a tentbi 
should be levied of all the capital in th«( 
kingdom ; arguing, that as every person 
would be affected in the same propprtion^ 
all would remain relatively as before, an4 
in fact no person be affected at all« Thia 
curious argument he enforced by as cun 
rious an illustration ; be said, '^ That if the 
foundation of a great building were to^ 
sink equally in every part at the same timeji 
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the whole pile^ instead of suflfering any in* 
jury, would beconM thefirmen'' — ^'Tnie/ 
sa^d Wakefield in his reply, '* and you, my 
lord bishop, who dweil in the upper apart* 
meats, might still enjoy the prospect from 
your window ; — but what would become of 
m» and the good people who live upon the 
ground-floor?*' 

Wakefield was particularly obnoxious 
to the government, because his character 
stood very high among the Dissenters for 
learning and integrity, and his opinions 
were proportionately of weight. They 
brought Jiim to trial for having in hb 
answer to the bishop's pamphlet applied 
the fable of the Ass and his Panniers to 
existing circumstances. Had it^ indeed 
been circulated among the poor, [its ten- 
dency would certainly have been mis- 
chievous; but in the form in which it 
appeared it was evidently designed as a 
warning to the rulers, not as an address to 
the mob. He was, however, condemned 
to two years confinement in this prison, 
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this place being chosen as out of reach of 
his friends^ to make imprisonment more . 
painful. The public feeling upon this ri- 
gorous treatment of so eminent a man was 
strongly expressed, and a subscriptioii was 
publicly raised for him which amounted to. 
above fifteen hundred pieces-of-eight^nand 
which enabled his family to remove tQ 
Dorchester and settle there. But the Ma- 
gistrates^ whosie business it was to oversee 
the prison, would neither permit them to 
lodge with him in his confinement, nor 
even to visit him daily. He was thus pre^ 
Vented from proceeding with the education 
of his children, an occupation which he 
had iver regarded as a duty, and which had 
been one oF his highest enjoyments. But, 
ih the midst of vexations and insults; be 
steadily continued to pursue both his li* 
terary and christian labours ; affording to 
his fellow prisoners what assistance was 
in his power, endeavouring to reclaim the 
vicious, and preparing the condemned for 
death. His imprisoniAent eventually proved 
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fatal. He had been warned on its expira- 
tion to accustom himself slowly to his for* 
mer habits of exercise, or a fever would in- 
eyitafolj be the consequence ; a fact known 
by experience. In spite of all his pre- 
cautions it took place ; and while hit 
friends were rejoicing at his deliverance 
he was cut off. As a polemical and po* 
litical writer he indulged an asperity '^of 
language which he had learnt from his 
favourite philologists, but ia private life 
no man was more generally or more de« 
servedly beloved, and he had a fearless 
and inflexible^ honesty which made him 
utterly regardless of all danger, and would 
have enabled him to exult in martyrdom. 

When J had related this history to 

me, I could not but observe how far more 
humane it was to prevent the publication 
of obnoxious books than to permit them 
to be printed and then punish the persons 
concerned. '^ This,** he said, /' would be 
too open a violation of the liberty of the 
press/* 
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Bj the time we had breakfasted the bells 
for divine service were ringings and I took 
the opportunity to step into one of their 
churches* The office is performed in a 
desk immediately under the pulpit, not at 
the altar: there were no lights burning, 
ZK>r any church vessels, nor ornaments to 
be seen. Monuments are fixed against 
the walls and pillars, and I thought therq 
was a damp and unwholesome smell, per^ 
haps because I involuntarily expected the 
frankincense. They have an abominable 
.custom of partitioning their churches into 
divisions which they call pews, and which 
are private property ; so that the wealthy 
sit at their ease, or kneel upon cushions, 
while the poor stand during the whole ser- 
vice in the aisle. 

An attempt was made something more 
than a century ago to rear silkworms in 
this neighbourhood by a Mr Newberry ; a 
man of many whimsies he was called, and 
whimsical indeed he must have been ; for 
the different buildings for his silkwor;ns 
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and bis laboratories were to ntunerous thai 
bit bouse loolced like a Tillage, aad all bis 
laundry and dairy work was done by men, 
because be would suffer so women sei^ 
yants about bim. 

The road still lay oyer the downs ; this 
is a great sheep country, above 160,000 
are annually sold from Dorsetshire to 
other parts of England ; they are larger 
than ours, and I think less beautiful, the 
wool being more curled and less soft in ita 
appearance. It was once supposed that the 
thyme in these pastures was so nourish- 
ing as to make the ewes produce twins, a 
story which may be classed with the tale 
of the Lusitanian foals of the wind ; it is 
however true that the ewes are purchased 
by the farmers near the metropolis, for 
the sake of fattening their Iambs for the 
London market, because they yean earlier 
than any others. The day was very fine, 
and the sight of this open and naked 
country, where nothing was to be seen but 
an extent of short green turf under a sky 
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of cloudless blae^ was singular and beau- 
tiful.' There are upon the downs^ many 
sepulchral hillocks^ here called barrows, 
of antiquity beyond the reach of history* 
We past by a village church as the people 
were assembling for service^ men and wo- 
men all in their clean Sunday clothes; the 
men standing 'in groups by the church- 
yard stile, or before tbe- porch,: or sitting 
upon the tombstones, a hale and ruddy 
pace. The dresses seem every where the 
same, without the slightest provincial dif- 
ference : all the men wear hats, the least 
gi'aceful and least convenient covering for 
ihe head that ever was devised. I have- 
not yet seen a cocked hat except upon the 
officers. They bury the dead both in town 
and countrj' round the churches, and the 
church-yards are fall of upright stones, on 
which the name and age of the deceased 
is inscribed, usually with sonie account 
of bis good qualities, and not unfrequent- 
ly some rude religious rhyme. I observe 
that the oldest churches are always tho 
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•whiere else ; for asr we think • more of our- 
selves and less of religion^ more of this 
world and less of tbenezt^ we build better 
houses and worse churches. There are no 
storks here: the jackdaw, a social and 
noisy bird^ commonly builds in the stee- 
ples*. Little reverence is diomn either to 
the church or the cemetery ; the boys play 
with a ball against the tower, and the 
priest's horse is permitted to graze upon 
the graves. 

At Blandford we changed chaises; a 
wealthy and cheerful town. The English 
cities have no open centre like oatptatas; 
but, in amends for this^ the streets are far 
wider and more airy : indeed they have 
never sun enough to make them desirous 
of shade. The prosperity of the kingdom 
has been fatal to the antiquities, and con- 
sequently to the picturesque beauty of the 
.towns. Walls, gates, and castles have 
been demolished to make room for the 
growth of streeU. You are delighted 
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with the aj^araDoe of oputence in the 
houses, and the perfect ckanliiiesa eve^ 
where when jon are within the town^ 
bat without, there is nothiog which the 
painter would choose for his subject, no- 
thing to call up the recollections of old 
times, and those feelings with which we 
always remember the age of the shield and 
the lance. 

This town and Dorchester, but this in 
particular, has suffered much from fire ; a 
tremendous calamity which is every day 
occurring in England, and against which 
daily and dreadful experience has not yet 
taught them to adopt any general means 
of prevention. There are large planta- 
tions about Blandford : — I do not like the 
English method of planting in what they 
call belts about their estates ; nothing can 
be more formal or less beautiful, especial- 
ly as the fir is the favourite tree, which 
precludes all variety of shape and colour. 
By some absurdity which I cannot ex- 
plain,, they set the young trees so thick 
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that Tiiilen three-foarthB be weeded out, 
the remainder cannot grow at all ; and 
when they are weeded^ thoie which are 
left, if they do not wither and perish in 
consequence of the exposure^ rarely attain 
to any size or strength. 

Onr next stage was to the episcopal city 
of Salisbury ; here we left the down^coun- 
try, and once more entered upon cultivated 
fields and inclosnres. The trees in these 
faedge-rows, if they are at all lofty, ha^ 
all their boughs dipt to the very top ; no- 
thing can look more naked and deplorable. 
When they grow by the way-side, this is 
enjoined by law, becanse their droppings 
after rain injure the road, and their shade 
prevents it from drying* The climate has 
so much rain and so little sun, that over^ 
hanging boughs have been found in like 
manner injurious to pasture or arable lands, 
and the trees, therefore, are eveiy where 
thus deformed. The approach to &disbury 
is very delightful ; — litUe rivers or rivulets 
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are seeniueyeiy direction; houses extend- 
ing into the country^ garden-trees within 
the city^ and the spire of the cathedral 
over-topping all ; the highest and the most 
beautiful in the whole kingdom. 

We visited this magnificent building 
while our dinner was getting ready: like 
all such buildings^ it has its traditional 
tales of absurdity and exaggeration — that 
it has as many private chapels as months in 
a year^ as many doors as weeks^ as many 
pillars as days^ as many windows as hours^ 
and as many partitions in the windows as 
minutes : they say also^ that it is founded 
upon wool-packs^ because nothing else 
could resist the humidity of the soil. It 
has lately undergone^ or, I should rather 
«ay, suffered a thorough repair in the ti-ue 
spirit of reformation* Every thing has 
been cleared away to give it the appearance 
of one huge room. The little chapels, 
which its pious founders and benefactprs 
had erected in the hope of exciting piety 
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m Others^ and profiting by their prayen^ 
are all swept away ! bat you may easily 
conceive what wild work a protestant ar- 
chitect must make with a cathedral, when 
be fits it to his own notions of architecture, 
without the slightest feeling or knowledge 
of the design with which such buildings 
were originally erected. The naked mono* 
ments are now ranged in rows between 
the ptllars, one opposite another, like cou- 
ples for a dance, so as never monuments 
were placed before, and> it is to be hoped, 
never will he placed hereafter. Here is the 
tomb of a nobleman, who, in the reign of 
our Philip and Mary, was executed for 
murder, like a common malefactor, with 
this difference only, that he had the privi* 
lege of being hanged in a silken halter ; a 
singularity which, instead of rendering his 
death less ignominious, has made the ig« 
nominy moite notorious. The cloisters and 
the chapter-house have escaped alteration* 
I have seen more beautiful cloisters in our 
own country, but never a finer chapter* 

VOL. I. D 
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house; it k iuppprted^ as lanslj by one 
cmtal pittar^ whose top afchos off ob s}l 
«de% like the bead of a tpteadiiig paho* 
The hiskop^i palace was bongbfc daring the 
reign of the preab jterians by a rich tailor^ 
who demolished it and sold the materials. 
The cemetery has sulERed even mose 
Aaa the chnreb, if move be possible, finom 
llie abominable sacrile^je, and abiMninablo 
tasle of the late bisho9> and hia. diapta^. 
They hs^re detmyed all memorials of the 
dead, for the sake of laying it down aaa 
smooth welkdioni grass pla^ gamvdied 
with bright yeQow gravel walks ! Thia smts 
no feeling of the mind connected wilh iin» 
ligions f O f ei e ne e, with dead), or witli ^dm 
hope of ioHBWttalttjr ; indeed it saita with 
sodiing enoept a new painted window at 
the altar, of truly English design^ (Inf 
Bn^and is no4 the eoontry of the art^ 
smd an iMrgan^ bedeeked with crockeled 
pinnaele% OMife than e?er was Gothio 
tower, and of stone ^xdour, to imitate ma« 
sottfy ! This, howeirer, it should be added. 



Digitized by Google 



Wig givM IB a baadioiM wtfitt hf iImi 
King. A iobtoriptiQR wm raiiedt thrnvgh 
ibe diocese lo le^r the eeftliednl^ Um 
King biHriag enqnirod of the bishop how 
it tnoeeeded, proceeded to aek why ho 
himdf had Dot been ^ypUed iofmr a ooor 
tribntioii. The piekltj vifh cowtly «uV» 
niMOB, ditchmned nch peenaiptiott ai 
highly jhaptoper. I Im at Wnnitm, mid 
die King, in your dioeeee^ and, tiiohgh I 
aid not xhebp ean affnrd tpgm yoa an oot 
fpop wUdi I knov yon want; 90 oiddK 
one in my name^ aad let it ha evitaUd ta 
aa fiae a cathedral. 

Tba tail here ■honndi to amoh widi 
water, that diere are no tanlte in the 
churches, nor ceUars in the city ; a spring 
will sometaiQea gmb op when Ihcy are 
diggii^f a gwve. iitlk ■tmama iaw 
thseaf^ seaend of diettreati^ so that die 
tiXf has been oaUad ijle Englieh Vcaiee ; 
bttt wheewf gave it this appdblion, either 
had ne^er seen Venlee, or grossly fiatt^ed 

Sfldisbaiy» Indeed, till the reseaiblaaee 

8 
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was invented^ these streamlets were rather 
thought inconvenient than beautiful ; and 
travellers complained that they made the 
streets not so clean and not so easy of pas* 
sage, as they would have been otherwise. 
The place is famous for the manufactory 
of knives and scissars^ which are here 
teought to the greatest possible perfection* 
I am sorry it happened to be Sunday ; for 
the shops^ which form so lively a feature 
in English towns^ are all fastened up witb 
shutters^ which give the city a melancholy 
and mpurning .appearance. I saw^ how- 
ever, a priest walking in his cassock from, 
the church^-^the only time when the 
priests are distinguished in their dress fromr 
the laity. 

' A remarkable instance of insolent im«<^ 
piety occurred lately in a village near this 
place. A man, in derision of religion, 
directed in his will, that his horse should 
be caparisoned and led to his grave, and 
there shot, and buried with him, that he 
might be ready to mount at the resurrec* 
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tioD^ and start to adyantage. To the di^ 
grace of the country this was actually per- 
formed : the executors and the legatees pro- 
bably thought themselves bound to obey the 
will; but it is unaccountable why the cler- 
gyman did not interfere^ and apply to the 
bishop. 
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Old SafUm.'—C&univy thinly peopied.^:B^ 
singsioke. — Ruins of a Catholic ChapeL — 
Waste land near London. — Staines. — 
Iron Bridges. — Custom of exposing the 
dead Bodies of Criminals. — Hounshw.^^ 
Brentfordi'^Afproach to London.^^Ar-' 
rivals 

Mondayy April j}€. 

Half a league from Salisbury^ close on 
the left of the London road, is Old Saram, 
the Sorbiodunum of the Romans, famous 
for many reasons. It covered the top of 
a round hill, which is stiil surrounded with 
a mound of earth and a deep fosse. Un- 
der the Norman kings it was a flourish- 
ing town, but subject to two evils; the 
want of water, and the oppression of the 
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with one consent, removed toNewSaruft^ 
Ike present S&lirtHuy, whem the fint of 
these evils is more tfMoi teitttditd; and 
the garrison was no longer malntidQed HI 
OM Sarum when there was tebddy to he 
pillaged. So was the otighia] city deaeit- 
ed, except by its right of tepresentalion ha 
parliament ; not a soul remaining there. 
Seven hiiigage tenures, in a village west* 
ward of it, produce two burgesses to serve 
in parHament for (M Sarum ; four of these 
tenures (the^ majority) were sold very late<- 
ly for a sum little short of 200,000 pe$o^ 

From this place Salisbury'Plain stretches 
to the north, but little of it is visible from 
the road which we were travelUng : much 
of this wide waste has lately been inclosed 
and cultivated. I regretted that I could 
not visit Stonehenge, the famous druid* 
ical monument, which was only a league 
and a half distant : bat as J — was ofi his 
way home, after so long aa absence, I 
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could not ^ven express a. wish to delay 
him. 

, Stockbridge and BasiDgatoke were our 
next stages : the country is mostly down, 
recently enclosed, and of wonderfully thin 
pppulation in comparison of the culture* 
Indeed h^vest here depends upon ^ tern** 
porary emigration of the western clothier^ 
who come and work during the harvest 
months. Th^ few trees in this district 
grow about the villages which are scatter* 
ed in the vallies — beautiful objects in an 
open and naked country. You see flints 
and chalk in the fields, if the soil be not 
covered with com or turnips. Basingstoke 
is a town which stands at the junction of 
five great roads, and is of course a thriving 
place. At the north side is a small but 
beautiful ruin of a chapel once belonging 
to a brotherhood of the Holy Ghost. J — 
led me to see it as a beautiful object, in 
which light only all Englishmen regard 
such monuments of the piety of theii; 
forefathers and pf th^ir own lain^ntabk 
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apostasy. The roof had once heen ajom - 
ed with the history of the prophets and the 
holy apostles ; bat the more beautiful and 
the more celebrated these decorations^ the 
more zealously were they destroyed in the 
schism. I felt deeply the profanation^ and 
said a prayer in silence upon the spot 
where the altar should have stood. One 
relic of better times is stiU preserved at 
Basingstoke : in all parishes it is the cUs* 
tom^ at stated periods^ to walk rouiid the 
boundaries; but here, and here only, ii 
the procession connected with religion; 
they begin and conclude the ceremony by 
singing a psalm under a great elm which 
grows before the parsonage^house. 

Two leagues and a half of wooded 
country reach Hertford Bridge^ a place 
of nothing but inns for travellers : from 
hence, with short and casual interruptions, 
Bagshot Heath extends to Egham, not 
less than fourteen miles. We were within " 
six leagues of london, a city twice during 
the late war on the very brink of famine, 
P2 
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and twice in hourly dlNiad of icisiiffre<^iKm 
ftofti that dieadAil cattte >--^8iid yet so nelur 
it is thift tiact of coantry attferly Waste 1 No* 
idling but wild sheepi that run as fleet atr 
hotuid8> are scattered over this dreary de* 
sert : flerii there is noike on these wretch* 
ed creatures ; bat those who are only hal£» 
starved on the heath prodace good mek% 
when fktted t aU One .flesh and all the £st 
being hid on, as graaierB sftek, ^new^ itii 
equivalent In tenderness to laaib> and in 
flavour to iniitton^ and has fame accord* 
ingly in the metropolis. 

At Staines we crost the Thamesy^not 
by a new bridge^ now for the third time 
built^ but oveir a craay wooden one abov« 
a centofy old* We enquired the reason, 
and heard a carious history* The river 
here divides the eoat^ies of Middlesex and 
Snrry ; and the magistrates of both coim* 
ties, having agreed upon the necessity of 
bnilding a bridge, did not agree exactly as 
to ite situation ; neither party would give 
way, aiid..aceordingIy each collected ma« 
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terials for building a half4>riclg« from its 
reipecUve baok^ bot not opposite to the 
other. Time at length showed the an- 
fitneM of this, aid convinced them that 
two half bridges wonld not make a whole 
one t they then built three arches close to 
die old bridge ; when weight was laid on 
the middle piers^ they sunk considerabljf 
into an unremembered ind untried quick- 
sand, and all the work was to be undone. 
In the meanwhile, an adfentnrous iton 
bridge had been built at Sunderland, one 
arch of monstrous span over a river with 
high rocky banks, so that large ships could 
s»I under. The architect of this work, 
which was much talked of, offered his ser* 
vices to throw a similar but smaller bridge 
over the Thames. But, alas! his rocky 
abutments were not there, and he did not 
believe enough in mathematics to know 
the mighty lateral pressure of a wide flat 
arch. Stone abutments, however, were to 
be made ; but, from prudential considera^ 
tions, the Middlesex abutment, of seem* 
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ing solidity^. was hollow> having been iat 
tended for the wiae-cellar of a large inn ; 
so as soon as the wooden frame work was 
removed^ the flat arch took the liberty of 
pushing away %he abutment — alias the 
wine-cellar — ^and after carriages had pass- 
ed over about a week, the fated bridge waa 
once more closed against passage. 

I know not how these iron bridges may 
appear to. an English eye, but to a Spa* 
niard's they are utterly detestable. The co* 
lour, wh^re it i$ not blaok> is'rusty, and 
th^ hoUow, opeuj spider work, which they 
so much praise for its lightness, has no 
appearance of solidity. Of all the works 
of man, there is not any one which unites 
so well with natural scenery, and so 
heightens its beauty, as a bridge, if any 
taste, or rather if no bad taste, be display- 
ed in its structure. This is exemplified in 
the rude as well as in the magnificent ; by 
the stepping stones or crossing plank of a 
Tillage brook, as well as by the immortal 
WQrk9 of Trajan : but to look at these 
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iron bridges which are bespokea at the 
foundries^ you would actually suppoie that 
the. architect had studied at the coofec* 
tioner's^ and borrowed bis ornaments from 
the sugar temples of a desert. It is cu- 
rious that this execrable improyementi as 
every novelty is called in Englandj should 
have been introduced by the notorious po* 
liticianj Paine^ who came over from Ame- 
ca^ upon this speculation, and exhibited 
one as a show upon dry ground in the me« 
tropolis,* 

Staines was so called^ because the bound* 
ary stone which marked the extent of the 
city of Lcmdon's jurisdiction up the river 
formerly stood here. The country on the 
London side had once been a forest ; but 
has now no other wood remaining than a 
few gibbets ; on one of wbich^ according 
to the barbarous custom of this country^ 
a criminal was banging in chains. Some 

• * The great Sunderland bridge has lately become 
liable to tremendous vibrations, and therein esta- 
bU«hedtheunfitne88ofbiiildJiigaDymoresttd].-<**TRi 
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fiTe^and^tirenly years ago^ about a hnti'^ 
iired such were exposed upon the healfa ; 
io that irom whatever quarter the wind 
blew^ it brought with it a cadaverous and 
pestilential odour. The nation is becoming 
more civiliased ; they now take the bodies 
down after reasonable exposure; and it 
will probably not be l<Hig before a practice 
so offensive to public feelings and public 
decency, will be altogether discontinued. 
This heath is infamous for the robberies 
which are committed upon it, at all hours 
of the day and night, though travellers and 
stage-coaches are continually passing : th<^ 
banditti are ehiefly hofsemen» who sXiik^ 
across #ith their booty into one of the 
roads^ which intersect it in every direction, 
and ea^y escape pursuit; an additional 
reason for inclosing the waste* We pass« 
ed close to some powder-mills, which are 
either so iH-contrived, or so carelessly 
managed, that they are blown up about 
QQce a«-year: then we entered the great 
Western road at Hounslow ; from thence 
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to the metiopoliB it only two lo^et and 
a half. 

Thtet miles farther it Breotford, the 
coiimy Umn of Middlesex^ and of aU placet 
themoil fiitiiooft in the electioneeriog hi»> 
toiy of England. It was now almoat one 
continued street to London. The nomber 
of traTellert perfectly aalonished toe, pr^ 
pared as I had been by the gradaal in* 
crease along the road ; honenven and foot* 
men, carriages of every description and 
etery shape^ waggons and carts and coTcr* 
ed carts, stage-coaches, long, sqnaie, and 
double, coaches, chariots, chaises, gigs^ 
bnggies,'cnrricles, and phaetons; the soond 
of ^eir wheels plonghing through the wet 
gravel was as continoons and incessant as 
the roar of the waves on the sea b each * - 
Evening was now setting in, andit was dark 
before we reached Hyde Park Corner^ the 
enUance of tlie capital. We had travelled 
for some time in silence; J — ^"s thoughts 
were upon bis family, and I was as natu** 
rally led to think on mine, from whom I 
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Vras now separated by so wide a tract of 
sea and landj among heretics and stran- 
gers, a people notoriously inhospitable to 
foreigners, without a single friend or ac- 
quaintance, except my companion. You 
will not wonder if my spirits were depress- 
ed ; in truth, I never felt more deeply de-^ 
jeoted ; and the more I was surprised at 
the length of the streets, the lines of lamps, 
and of illuminated shops, and the stream 
of population to which there seemed to be 
no end, — the more I felt the solitariness of 
my own situation. 
. The chaise at last stopped at J — *s door 

in ^ , I ipyas welcomed as kindly as 

I could wish: my apartment had been 
made ready : I pleaded fatigue, and sMXk 
letiied. 
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fVatchmeniT^NoiMe in London Night and 
Morning. — An English Family, — Advice 
to Travellers, 

Tuesday^ April 27, 1802. 

The first night in a strange bed is seldom 
a night of sound rest ; — one is not intimate 
enough with the pillow to be quite at ease 
upon it. A traveller^ like myself^ indeed, 
might be supposed to sleep soundly any 
where ; but the very feeling that my jour* 
ney was over was a disquieting one, and I 
should have lain awake thinking of the 
friends and parents whom I had left, and 
the strangers with whom I was now do« 
mesticated, had there* been nothing else to 
disturb me. To sleep in London, however, 
is an art which a foreigner must acquire 
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by time and habit. Here was the watch- 
man^ whose business it is^ not merely to 
guard the streets and take charge of the 
public security^ but to inform the good 
people of London every half hour of the 
state of the weather. For the three first 
hours I was told it was a moonlight nighty 
then it became cloudy, and at half past 
three o'clock was a rainy morning ; so that 
I was as well acquainted with every varia- 
tion of the atmosphere as if I had been 
looking from the window all night long. 
A strange custom this, to pay meti for tell* 
lag them what the weather is> every hour 
during the aigfat, till they get so accustom* 
ed to the noise^ that they akep on and can^ 
not hear what is said. 

Besides this regular anooyance^ Aere k 
another cause of dislurbanoe. The uahit^ 
bitants oi this great city seem to be divided 
into two distinct casts^^-the Solar and tb« 
Lunar races^-*-tho8e who live by day> and 
those who live by uigbt^ antipodes to each 
other, the one rising just as the othersi 
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go to bed. The dattei of the night ooaches 
had acwcely ceMed^ befoie that of the 
morning earts begaiu The duiAmaii with 
his bell, and Ms chaant of dmU bo 1 ffuo 
ceeded to the vatchmaii ; then came the 
porter-hooae boy for the pewter^pots which 
hod been aent out for sapper the preceding 
night; the milkman next, aad so ttn, a 
auccesBion of cries, each in a different tuna, 
lo aaioicroQi, tha* I oonld no longer f oUow 
Ihem in mj enqairies. 
• As tbe watchman had told me of the 
lain^ I was neither aurprised nor sorry al 
finding it a wet morning ; a day of rest 
after the voyage and so long a joomey ia 
acceptable, and the leisare it allowa for 
clearing my memory, and aettUng accounts 
with my journal, ia what I ahould have 
diosen. More novelties will crowd up» 
on me now dian it will be easy to keep 
pace with. Here I am in London, the 
most wonderfol spot upon this habitable 
earth* 
Tbe inns bad given me a taste of £ng<- 
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lish manners; still the domestic accom* 
modations and luxuries surprised me« 
Would you could see our breakfast scene ! 
every utensil so beautiful^ such order^ such 
curiosity ! the whole furniture of the room 
so choice^ and of such excellent workman- 
ship, and a fire of earth-coal enlivening 
every thing. But I must minutely de** 
jEtcribe all this hereafter. To paint the fa^ 
mily group is out of my power ; words may 
convey an adequate idea of deformity^ and 
describe with vivid accuracy what is gro 
tesque in manner or costume i but for 
gracefulness and beauty we have, only ge<- 
oeral terips* Thus much^ however, may 
be said ; there is an elegance and a pro^ 
priety in the domestic dress of English wo- 
men^ which is quite perfect, and children 
here and with us seem almost like beings 
of different species. Their dress here bears 
no resemblance to that of their parents; 
I could not but feel the unfitness of our own 
manners^ and acknowledge that our child*, 
len in full dress look like colts in harness, 
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J-^'s arefiae^ healthy^ happj-looking child-* 
f*en ; their mother educates them, and was 
telling her husband with delightful pride 
how they had profited, how John oonld 
spell, and Harriet tell her letters. She has 
shown me their books, for in this country 
they have books for every gradation of 
the growing intellect, and authors of the 
greatest celebrity have n6t thought it be* 
aeath them to employ their talents in this 
usefiil department. Their very playthings 
are made subservient to the purposes of 
education ; they have ivory alphabets with 
which they arrange words upon the table, 
and dissected maps which they combine 
into a whole so much faster than I can do, 
that I shall not be ashamed to play with 
them, and acquire the same, readiness. 

J — has a tolerable library; he has the 
best Spanish authors ; but I must not keep 
company here with my old friends. .The 
advice which he has given me, with respect 
to my studies, is very judicious* Of our 
best books, he says, read none but such as 
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9tt absolutely necess^ to gite y<m $^ c^Mtu* 
petent knowledge of the land yon are in ; 
yon will take back with you our great au^- 
thors^ add i| h best to read them at leisure 
in your own country, when you will more 
thoroughly understand thttn* Newspapers, 
Reviews, and other temp<»;aiy publifiatioiMi 
will laake you best acquainted with Engf 
land ill its present state ; and we havtt ImUej 
eamxtj histories^ not wortb freight across 
the waftCTj which you should consult for 
infonaatkni coneernSiig what yon hate 
seen, and what you ineaa to see. But re* 
serve onr classics for Spain, and read no* 
dung which you bny.''^ 

The taibr and sboemaker have aaade 
their appearance. I fanded my figune wia 
quite Englidi in my pantaloons of hnad* 
striped fustianj^ and huge coat buttona of 
cut steel ; but it seems that althoagfai they 
ace certainly of genuine English manqfttc^ 
ture, they were manufactured only for fo* 

. * Having taken his advice, I reoonuneDd it to fu* 
tare travellers.— ^utAor^s note. 
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rcign sale. To*monrow my buttons will be 
covered^ and my toes squared, and I shall 
be in no dangei oC being eaDed Frenchman 
in the streets. 
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General Description of London.-^Walk to 
the Palace.^^Crowd in the Streets.'^- 
Shopf— Cathedral of St Paul— Palace 
of the Prince of Waks.^^Odditks in the 
Shop Windowi. 

Wednesday, Aprs Its. 

My first business was to acquire some 
knowledge of the place whereof I am now 
become an inhabitant. I began to study 
the plan of London^ though dismayed at 
the sight of its prodigious extent^ — a city 
a league and a half from one extremity to 
the other; and about half as broad^ stand-» 
ing upon level ground. It is impossible 
ever to become thoroughly acquainted 
with such an endless labyrinth of streets ; 
and^^as you [may well suppose^ they who 
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live A oae end know little or nothing of 
the other. The river i» np assistance to a 
stranger in finding his way. Ther^ is no 
sti^eet aloi^ ito banks, and no eminence 
£rom wheoee yon can look around and 
take your beanngs. 

Londooi properly so called^ miikes but 
a small part of this immcpise capital, 
thongh the focus of bwn^ss is there. 
WestattXDster is abont^tbe smie size* To 
the east and ihe^^iprth 14 «^««it p^pqUir 
tion ittdiided immuthwof tbeiie cities^ 
and probably eqniil to bptb* Qn the 
western side die xoyal. fja4Ks have pxf^. 
vented the growth of Jhoiisesj and forin a 
gi^ between .the a»etropolis and its sub^ 
wrb. All this lA.on the north side of the 
river. Sontbwarfc, or the Borough, 19 on 
iliejodier ahore> ^aad a town haa^rpwn at 
Lamhedi by the Pumat^s paj#ce, which 
has.noi^ joined it. Th» estmt vf grofind 
coveifid With houae«i on this bfu>k is 
gnealer Him ihe am of Madrid. The 
popuI^ioD is jDow astfffrtaio^d ta excised 

VOL. I* E 
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nine hundred thousand persons^ nearly s 
twelfth of the inhabitants of the whole 
island. 

Having studied the way to the palace^ I 
set ofF* The "distance was considerable: 
the way^ after getting into the main streets^ 
tolerably straight. There were not many 
passers in the by^^^streets ; but when I 
reached Cheapside the crowd completely 
astonished me. On each side of the way 
were two uninterrupted streams of people, 
one going east, the other west. At first I 
thought some extraordinary occasion must 
have collected such a concourse ; but I soon 
perceived it was only the usual course of 
business. They moved on in two regular 
counter currents, and the rapidity with 
which they moved was as remarkable as 
their numbers. It was easy to perceive 
that the English calculate the value of 
time. Nobody was loitering to look al 
the beautiful things in the shop windows; 
none were stopping to converse, every one 
was in haste, yet no one in a hurry ; the 
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quickest possible step seemed to be the 
natural pace. The carriages were nume« 
rous in proportion^ and 'were driven with 
liuswerable velocity. 

If possible^ I was still more astonished 
at the opulence and splendour of the shops : 
drapers^ stationersj confectioners^ pastry- 
cooks^ seal-cutters> silver^smiths^ book- 
sellers, print-sellers, hosiers, fruiterers, 
chinarsellers, — one close to another, with- 
out intermission, a shop to every house, 
street after street^ and mile after mile ; the 
articles themselves so beautiful, and so 
beautifully arranged, that if they who pass- 
ed by me had had leisure to observe any 
thing, they might have known me to be a 
foreigner by the frequent stands which I 
made to admire them. Nothing which I 
had seen in the country had prepared me 
for such a display of splendour. 

My way lay by St Paul's church. The 

sight of this truly noble building raUier 

provoked than pleased me. The English, 

after erecting so grand an edifice, will not 

3 
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allow it an open space to stand in^ and it 
is impossible to get a foil view of it in amy 
sita^tion. The value of ground in this ca-* 
pital is too great to be j^crificed to beauty 
by a commercial nation : unless, therefore, 
another conflagration should lay London 
in ashes, the Londoners will never fairly 
see their own cathedral. The street which 
leads to the grand front has just a suffii* 
cient bend to destroy the effect which such 
a termination would have given it, -and' to 
obsttoct the view till you come too close 
to see it. *rhis is perfectly vexatious ! Ex- 
cept St Peter^s, here is beyond compa- 
rison the finest temple in Christendom, 
and it is even more ridiculously misplaced 
than the bridge of Segovia appears, when 
the mules have drank up the Manzanares. 
The houses come so close upon one side, 
that carriages are. not pf^mkted to pass 
tbat way lest the foot-passengers should 
be endangered. Tlie site itself is well 
ehosen on a little rising near the river; 
and were it feirly opened as it ought to be. 
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no city could boMi ao magnifioeiit a mo-^ 
nument of modem times. 

In a direct line from hence is Temple 
JBar^ a modern^ vglff oaeleM gate, wbioh 
divides the two cities o( Loodoa aod 
Westminster. There were iron spikes up- 
on the top, on which the heads of traitors 
were formerly exposed : J-« remembers to 
have seen some in his childhood* On 
both sides of this gate I had a paper thrust 
into my band, which proved to be a quack 
doctor's notice of some never-failing pills. 
Before I reached home I had a dozen of 
these. Tradesmen here lose no possible 
opportunity of forcing their notices upon 
the public. Wherever there was a dead 
wall, a vacant house, or a temporary scaf- 
folding erected for repairs, the space was 
covered with printed btlU. Two rival 
blacking-makers were standing in one of 
the streets, each carried a boot, completely 
.varnished with blacky banging from a pole, 
arid on the other arm a basket with the 
balls for sale. On the top of their poles 
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ivas a sort of standard, with a prinled pa- 
per explaining the virtue of the wares ;— « 
the one said that his blacking was the best 
blacking in the world.; the other, that his 
was so good you might eat-lt. 

The crowd in Westminster was not so 
great as in the busier city. From Charing 
Cross^ as it is still calledj though an 
equestrian statue has taken place of the 
cross^ a great street opens toward West- 
minster Abbey^ and the Houses of Parlia- 
ment. Most of the public buildings are 
here : it is to be regretted that the end is 
not quite open to the abbey^ for it would 
then be one of the finest streets in Europe. 
Leaving this for my return, I went on to 
the palaces.of the Prince of Wales, and of 
the King, which stand .near each other in 
a street called Pall Mall. The game from 
whence this name is derived is no longer 
known in England. 

The Prince of Wales's palace is no fa- 
vourable specimen of English architecture. 
Before the hou^e are thirty columns plants-. 
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€d in a row, two and twoy supporling no- 
thing but a common entablature, which 
conneccs them. Aa they serve for neither 
ornament nor use, a- stranger might be 
puzzled to know by what accident they 
came there ; but the trulh is, that these 
people have more money than taste, and 
Fire satisfied with any absurdity if it has but 
the merit of being new. The same architect 
was employed* to build a palace, not far 
distant, for the second prince of the bloody 
and in. the front towards the street he con* 
structed a large oven-like room completely 
obscuring the house to which it was to 
serve as an entrance*ha1L. These two build* 
ings being described to the late Lord North, 
who was blind in the latter part of his life, 
he facetiously remarked. Then the Duke of 
York, it should seem, has been sent to the 

* The author must have been misinformed in this 

particular, for thfe Duke of York's house at White* 

,hal], now Lord Melbourne's, was not built by his 

Royal Highness; but altered, with some addiuonsy 

of which.the room alluded to made a part.— Ta« , 



Digitized by Google 



to LBTTBK VII. 

round*house^ and the Prince of Wales k 
put into the pillory.* ' 

I had now passed the trading difitrickj, 
and found little to excite attention in large 
brick houses without uniformity^ and with^ 
out either beauty or magnificence. The 
royal palace itself is an old brick build-> 
ing^ remarkable for nothings except that 
the sovereign of Great Britain should have 
no better a court ; but it seems that the 
king never resides there. Apassage through 
the court-yard leads into St James's 
Park^ the Prado of London. Its trees 
are not so fine as might be expected in 
a country where water never fails, and 
the sun never scorches; here is also a 
spacious piece of water ; but the best or- 
nament of the park are the two towers of 
Westminster Abbey.. Having now reached 
the proposed limits of my walk, I passed 

• There is an explanation of the jest in the text 
^hich the translator has thought proper to omit^ as,. 
however necessary to foreign readers, it must needs, 
s^em im^rtEijient to an {^n^li ane^^I^if 
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through a public building of some magut- 
tiide and litUe beauty^ called the Horse 
Guards, and again entered the public 
streets. Here, where the pavement was 
broad, and the pfusengers not so numerous 
as to form a crowds a beggar had taken 
his seaty and written his petition upon the 
stones, with chalks of various colouxs, the 
letters formed with great skill, and orna* 
mented with some taste. I stopped to ad«> 
mire his work, and gave him a trifle as a 
payment for the sight, rather than as alms. 
Immediately opposite the Horse Guards is 
the Banq^ueting House at Whitehall; so 
fine a buildings that if the later architects 
had had eyes to.si^e, or understandings to 
comprehend its merit, they would never 
have disgraced th^ opposite side of the 
way with buildings so utterly devoid of 
beauty. This^ fragment of a greitt design 
by Inigp Jones is jremarkable for m^ny, ap- 
oounts ;Mxe is the window tfarougb which 
Chaslea L Qa«ne joui upon the scaffold;, 
hece also, in the back court, the statue of 
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James If. remains undistarbed^ Vilh sa 
few excesses was that great revolution ac- 
companied ; and here is the weathercock 
which was set up by his command^ that he 
might- know every, shifting of the wind 
when the invasion frouft Holland -was ex* 
.pected^ and the east wind was called Pro- 
testant by the people^ and the west Fapist. 
My way home from Charing Gross was 
varied^ in.as much as I took the other side 
of the street for the sake of the shop win- 
dows^ and the variety was greater than I 
bad expected. It took me through a place 
called Exeter Change^ which is precisely 
a Bazar, a sort of street under cover^ or 
large long room^ with a row of shops on 
either liaDd> and a thoroughfare between 
them ; the shops being furnished with 
such articles as might tempt an idler^ or 
remind a passenger of his wants^ — walk- 
]ng-sticks> implements for shaving, knives^ 
scissars, watch-chains, purses, &c. At 
the further end was a man in splendid 
oostQine, who proved to belong to a mel- 
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Dagerie above stairs, to which he iavil^d 
me to ascend ; but I declined this for the 
present, being without a companion. A 
maccaw was swinging on a perch above 
hiin, and the outside of the building hung 
with. enormouA. pictures of the animals 
which were there to be seen. 

The oddest things- which I saw in the 
whole walk were a pair of shoes in one 
window floating in a vessel of water, to 
'show that tbej were water*proof ; and a 
well-dressed leg in another^ betokening 
that legs were made there to the life. One 
purchase I ventured to make, that of a 
travelling caissette ; there were many at the 
shop*door, with the prices marked upon 
them, so that I did not fear impositiont 
These things are admirably made and ex- 
ceedingly convenient. I was shown some 
which contained the whole apparatus of a 
man's toilet, but this seemed an ill assort- 
ment, as when writing you do not want 
the shaving materials, and when shaving, 
as little do you want the writing desk^ 
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In looking over the quack's notiGes a£> 
ter my relum, I foand a- fine Bpeciocitii of 
English hyperbole*. The doctor says that 
his pills always perform^ and even exceed 
whatever he promises, as if they were im* 
patient of unmortal and unmssaL fanke.. ' 
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Trociamathn of Peace.-^ The EngUth do not 
undeniand Pag^mitrffr^lttuminatiim* ■ 
JIf. Otto*8 Hou8e.^^Iilwnination» better 
managed at Rome. 

Friday, April da 

Thb definitiye treaty has arriTod at last;, 
peace was proclaimed yesterday^ with the 
uraal ceremonies^ and ^ cu«tomaiy re- 
joicings have taken place. My expecta- 
tions were raised to the highest pitch. I 
looked for a pomp and pageantry ^ far snr* 
passing whatever I had seen in my own 
country* Indeed every body expected a 
^ Sttperb spectacle. The newspaper writers 
had fiHed^ their columns with magnificat 
descriptions of what was to be, ai^id rooms 
or single wixMiows in the streets tlirongh. 
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whieh the procession was to pass^ were atf-- 
vertised to be let for the sight, and hired 
at prices so extravagant, that I should be 
suspected of exaggeration were I to sajr 
bow preposterous. 

The theory of the ceremony, for this^ 
eeremxMiy^ like an English suit at law, is 
founded upon a fiction, is, that the Lord 
Mayor of London> and the people.of Lon* 
don, good people I beiag wholly ignoKant 
of what has been going on, the king sendS' 
officially ia acquaint them that he has 
made peace : accordingly the gates at 
Temple Bar, which divide London and 
Westminster, and which stand open day 
and night, are oa this occasion closed ; 
and Garter king at avms^ .with all his he- 
raldic peers, rides up to them and knocks 
loudly for admlttancew The Lord Mayor, 
nioanted on a charger, is ready on the 
other side to demand who is there. King 
Garter then announces himself and his er- 
rakid, and requires permission to pass and 
proclaim the good aews ; up<Mi which the- 
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gltt€S* are thrown open. This^ which is 
the main part of the ceremony, could be 
seen only by those persons who were con- 
tiguous to the spot^ and . we were not 
among the number. The apartment in 
whichr we were was on the Westminster 
side, and we saw only the heraldic part 
of the procession. The heralds and the 
trumpeters were certainly in splendid cos- 
tume; but they were not above twenty in 
number, nor was there any thing to pre* 
cede or follow them. The poorest brother- 
hood in Spain makes a better procession 
on its festival. In fact, these functions are 
not understood in England. 

The crowd was prodigious^ The wii»- 
dows^ the leads, or tinrailed balconies 
which prcyect. over many of the shops, 
the house tops, were full, and the streets 
below thronged. A very remarkable ac- 
cident took place in our: sight. A. man 
on the top of a. church was. leaning 
against one of the stone urns which orna- 
ment the balustrade ;. it fell^ and' crushed 
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a person below. On examinattoa it ap^ 
peared that tbe workmesi^ instead c^ cr amp-^ 
iBg it with iron to the stone, or securing il^ 
with masonry, had fitted it on a wooden 
pegj which having become rotten tbrongfa, 
yielded to the slightest touch. A Turk 
might relate thia story in proof of predes* 
tination. 

If, howeyer, the ceremony of the mom-- 
kig disappointed me, I was amply reward^ 
ed by the illuminations at night. This^ 
token of national joy is not^ as with us, re- 
gulated by law ; the people, or the mob,, 
as they are caUed^ take the law into their 
own hands on these occasions^ and whenc 
lliey choose to have an illumination, the 
citizens must illuminate to please them^ 
or be content to have their windows bro- 
ken ; a violence which is wii^d at by the 
police^ as it fedls only upon peroons whose 
politics are obnojotous. During many 
days, preparations had been making for 
this festivity, qo that it was already known 
what houses and what public buildings 
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would exhibit tV —— ^ -«-* — "^ -kp*— 
^^xjs^ m^-sjttb'B^ the French ambassador, 

surpassed all others, and the great object 
of desire was to see this. Between eight 
and nine the llghtiag-ap began, and about 
ten we sallied out on our way to Portman 
Square, where M« Otto resided. 

In the private streets there was nothing 
to be remarked, except the singular effect 
of walking at night in as broad a light as 
that of noon>day, every window being 
filled with candles, arranged either in 
straight lines, or in arches, at the fancy of 
the owner, which nobody stopped to ad- 
mire. None indeed were walking in these 
streets except persons whose way lay 
through them ; yet had there been a single 
house unlighted, a mob would have been 
collected in five minutes, at the first outcry. 
When we drew near Pall Mall, the crowd, 
both of carriages and of people, thickened ; 
sAll there was no inconvenience, and no 
difficulty in walking, or in crossing the car* 
riage road. Greater expense had been b«- 
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TU« «r9fT)iDg-houses in &t 
James's street were magDitiux.a.«, ^ ^^^ 

always are on such occasions ; in one place 
you saw the crown and the G. R. in co»- 
loured lamps; in another the word Peace 
in letters of light ;: in another some trans- 
parent picture^ emblematical of peace and 
plenty. Some score years ago^ a woman 
in the country asked a higher price than 
she had used to do for a basket of mush* 
roomsj and when- she was asked the rea- 
8on> said> it was because of the American 
war. As war thus advances the price of 
every things peace and plenty are suppo- 
«ed to be inseparably connected ; and well 
may the poor think them so* There was a 
transparency exhibited this night at a pot- 
house in the city^ which represented a loaf 
of bread saying to a pot of porter^ I am 
coming down ; to which the porter-pot 
made answer. So am I. 

The nearer we drew the greater, was the 
throng. It was a sight truly- surprising to 
behold all the inbabitants of this immense 
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eity walking abroad at midnight^ and dU^ 
iinctly seen by the light of ten thousand 
candles. This was particularly striking in 
Oxford-street^ which is nearly half a league 
in length ; — as far as the eye could reach 
either way the parallel lines of light were 
seen narrowing towards each other. Here^ 
however, we could still advance without 
difficulty, and the carriages rattled along 
unobstructed. But in the immediate vi* 
cinity of Portman square it was very dif* 
ferent. Never before had f beheld such 
multitudes assembled. The middle of the 
street was completely filled with coaches^ 
so immoveably locked together, that many 
persons who wished to cross passed under 
the horses.' bellies without fear, and with- 
out danger. The unfortunate persons 
within had no such means.of escape; they 
had no possible way of extricating thenip 
selves, unless they could crawl out of the 
window of one coach into the window of 
another ; there was no room to open a door. 
I!here they were, and there they must re* 
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rnain^ patiently or impatiently } and there^ 
in fad, they did remain the greater part of 
the nighty till the lights were burnt out^ 
and the crowd clearing away left them at 
liberty. 

We who were on foot had better fortune 
but we laboured hard for it. There were 
two ranks of people^ one returniog from 
the square^ the other pressing on to it* 
Exertion was quite needless; man was 
wedged to man, he who was behind you 
pressed you against him who was be^ 
fore; I had nothing to do but to work 
put elbow, room that I might not be 
squeezed to death, and to float on with the 
tide. But this tide was frequently at a 
stop; some obstacle at the further end of 
the street checked it, and still the crowd 
behind was increasing in depth. We 
tried the first entrance to the square ia 
vain ; it was utterly impossible to get in, 
and finding this we crossed into the coun* 
ter current, and were carried out by the 
stream. A second and a third entrance 
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we tried with no better fortune ; at the 
fourth^ the only remaining aveitue^ we 
were more sncceasful. To this^ which is 
at the outskirts of the town, there was one 
way inaccessible by carriages, and it was 
not crowded by walkersj because the road 
was bad, there were no lamps, and the way 
was not known. By this route, however, 
we entered the ayenue immediatdy oppo« 
site to M. Otto's, and raising ourselves by 
the hdp of a garden wall, overlooked the 
crowd, and thus obtained a Aill and unin^ 
terrupted sight, of what thousands and tens 
of thousands were vainly struggling to fee. 
To describe it, splendid as it was, is isa^ 
possible ; the whole building presented a 
front of light. The inscription was Peace 
and Amity; it had been Peace and Con* 
cord, but a party of sailors in the moru* 
ing, whese honest patriotism did not re* 
gard trifling differences of orthography, 
insisted upon it that they were not 4xm^pter^ 
ed, atfd that no Frenchman should 4Niy so; 
and so the word Amity, which can hardly 
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be regarded as E»gl»b> was substituted ill 
its stead. 

Having effected our object^ meaner 
sigbts had no temptation for us^ and we 
returned. It was three in the morning be* 
fore we reached home ; we extinguished 
our lights and were retiring to bed^ belie- 
ving ourselves at liberty so to do. But it 
did not please the mob to be of the same 
opinion; they insisted that the house 
should be lit up again^ and John Bull 
was not to be disobeyed. Except a few 
such instances of unreasonableness^ it is 
surprising how peaiceably the whole pass-^ 
ed off. The pickpockets have probably 
made a good harvest; but we saw no 
quarrelling^ no drunkenness^ and^ what 
is more extraordinary^ prodigious as the 
crowd waSj have heard of no accident. 
• So famous is this illumination of M* 
Ptto^ that one of the minor theatres has 
given notice to all such persons as were not 
fortunate enough to obtain sight of it^ that 
it will be exactly represented upon the 
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Stage for their accommodation^ and that 
the same number of lamps i^ill be arranged 
precisely in the same manner^ the same 
person being employed to suspend theoh 
Hundreds will go to see this^ not recol- 
lecting that it is as impossible to do it upon 
a stage of that size, as it is to put a quart 
of water into a pint cup. 

Illuminations are better managed at 
Rome. Imagine the vast dome of St Pe* 
ter's covered with large lamps so arranged 
as to display its fine form; those lamps 
all kindled at the same minute, and the 
whole dome emerging, as it were, from 
total darkness, in one blaze of light. Af* 
ter this exhibition has lasted an hour, the 
dome as rapidly assumes the shape of a 
huge tiara, a change produced by pots of 
fire so much more powerful than the form- 
er light as at once to annihilate it. This, 
and the fireworks from St Angelo, which, 
from the grandeur, admit of no adequate 
description, as you may well conceive, ef- 
fectually prevent those persons who have 
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beheld them firom eojoying the twinkliiig 
light of balf-penny«candles scattered * in 
the windows of London, or the crowns 
and regal cyphers which Jiere and there 
manifest the zeal, the interest, or enrala* 
tion of indiyiduak* 
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Exeeutim of Governor W01U. 

]N^OTHiNO is now talked of in Londo^ 
but the fate of Governor. Wall» who has 
Just been executed for. a crme committed 
twenty years ago. He commanded at that 
time the English settlement at Goree^ an 
inactive and unwholsome station^ little re- 
putable for the officers, and. considered as 
a place of degradation for the men. The 
garrison became discontented at some real 
or supposed mal-practices in the diftribn* 
tion of stores; and Wall seizing those 
whom he conceived to be the ringleaders 
of the disaffected^ orderedthem, by his own 
authority^ to be so dreadfully flogged^ that 
three of them died in comequence ; he 

VOL. I. P 
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himself Standing by during the execution, 
and urging the executioner not to spare, 
in terms of the most brutal cruelty. An in- 
dictment for mwder was preferred against 
him on his return to England ; he was ap- 
prehended, but made his escape from the 
officers of justice, and got over to the Con- 
tinent, where he remained many years. 
Naples was at one time the place of his 
residence, and the countenance which he 
received there from some of his country- 
men of high rank perhaps induced him to 
believe that the public indignation against 
him had subsided. Partly, perhaps, in- 
duced by this confidence, by the supposi- 
tion that the few witnesses who could have 
testified against him were dead, or so scat- 
tered about the world as to be out of reach, 
and still more compelled by the pressure of 
his circumstancesyhe at length resolved to 
venture back. 

It isvsaid, that some years beforie' his 
surrender he came to Calais with this' in- 
tent, and desired one of the king of Ehg- 



Digitized by Google 



OOVXRNOB WALL. 99 

land's mesaeDgen to take him ioio custody^ 
as he wished to retom and stand his trial 
The messenger, replied^ that he eould not 
possibly take charge of him> hoi aiMsed 
Jiim to signify his intention to the Secre* 
laiy of State^ and offered to cariy his let* 
.tax to the office. Wall wan still yeiy soli* 
citons to go^ thongh the' sea waa at that 
thne ao tempestnoas that the ordinary 
packets did not yentnreont; and the mes* 
senger^ whose dispatches woaid not admit 
of delay^ had haired a vessel for himself: 
findings however^ that this could not be, 
he wrote as had been suggested ; bnt when 
he came to subscribe his namCj his heart 
failed him^ his countenance became pale 
and livid^ and in an agony of fear or- of 
conscience he threw down the pen and 
rushed out of the room. The messenger 
put to sea; the yessel was wrecked in 
clearing out of the harbour^ and not a soul 
on board escaped. ' 

This extraordinary story has been confi« 
dendy related with every circumstantialeyi- 
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dence ; yet it seems to imply a conscious- 
ness of guilt, and a feeling of remorse, 
noways according with his after conduct. 
He 'Came over to England about twelve 
months ago, and lived in London under a 
fictitious name : here also a .circunistance 
took place which touched him to the heart* 
Some masons were employed about his 
house, and he took notice to one of them 
tliat the lad who worked with him appeared 
very sickly and delicate, and unfit for so 
laborious an employment. ' The man con* 
fessed tbsct it was true, but said that he had 
no othet means of supporting him, and 
that the poor lad had no other friend in the 
world, *' For his father and mother," said 
he, ^^ are dead, and his only brother was 
flogged to death at Goree, by that barba- 
rous villain Governor Wall." 
^ It has never been ascertained what were 
his motives for surrendering himself; the 
most probable cause which can be assign- 
ed is, that some property had devolved to 
him, of which he stood greatly in need, 
5 
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but which he could not claim till hia out* 
lawry had been reversed. He therefore 
voluntarily gave himself up^ and was 
brought to trial* One of the persons 
whom he had summoned to give evidence 
in his favour dropped down dead on the 
way to the court ; it was^ however^ known 
that his testimony would have home 
against him* Witnesses appeared from 
the remotest parts of the island whom he 
had supposed dead. One man who had su& 
fered under his barbarity andrecovered^ had 
been hanged for robbery but six months 
before^ and expressed his regret at going to 
the gallows before Governor Wall, as tlie 
thing which most grieved him^ *' For/* 
said he^ '' I knovi he will come to the gal* 
lows at last.^ 

The question turned upon the point of 
law, whether the fact, for that was admit- 
ted, was to be considered as an execution, 
or. as a murder. The. evidence of a wo- 
man who appeared in his behalf, was 
that which weighed most heavily against 



Digitized by Google 



102 1.STTEE IX. 

bim : his attempt to prove that a mutii^ 
actaally existed £Euled ; and the juiy pro- 
nounced him guilty. For this he was yt-> 
terljr unprepared ; and^ when he heard tb« 
yerdict^ clasped his hands in astonishment 
and agony. The Bench^ as it is called^ 
had no doubt whatever of his guilty bnt 
they certainly thought it doubtful how the 
jury might decide; and as.th&case was so 
singular, after passing sentence in the eus*- 
ternary form^ they respited him> that the 
circumstances might be more fully consi- 
dered. . 

The Governor was well connected; and 
had powerful friends : it is ssud also, that 
as the case turned. upoix a question of. dis- 
cipline, some persons high in the military 
department exerted themselves warmly in 
his favour. The length of time which 
faadjelapsed was no palliation, and it was* 
of consequence that it should not be con* 
sidered as such ; but his self-surrender, it^ 
was urged, evidently implied that be be^ 
lieyed himself justifiable in what he had 
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done* On the olher hand^ the circum* 
stances which had appeared on the trial 
were of the most aggravating nature ; they 
had been detailed in all the newspapers^ 
and women were selling the account about 
the streets at a half-penny each^ vocifera* 
tingaloud the most shocking parts> the bet- 
ter to attract notice. Various editions of. 
the trial at length were published ; and the 
publishers^ most unpardonably^ while the 
question of bis life or death was still un- 
der the consideration of the privy council, 
stuck up their large notices all over the 
walls of London^ with prints of the trans- 
action, Bpid '' Cut his liver out;,'' the ex- 
pression which he had used to the execu- 
tioner^ written in large letters above. The 
popular indignation had never before been 
sp excited. On the days appointed for 
his execution (for he was repeatedly re- 
spited) all the streets leading to the prison 
were crowded by soldiers and sailors chief-. 
Ijf every one of whom felt it as his own 
personal cause: and as the execution of 
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the mutineers in the fleet was so recent^ in 
which so little mercy had been shown^ a 
feeling very generally prevailed among the 
lower classes, that this case was to decide 
whether or not there was law for the rich 
as well as for the poor. The deliberations 
of the privy council continued for so ma- 
ny daj's that it was evident great (efforts 
wefe made to save his life ; but there can 
be little donbtj that had these efforts suc- 
ceeded, either a riot would have ensued, 
or a more dangerous and deeply-founded 
spirit of disaffection would have gone 
through the people. 

Wall, meantime, was lying in the dun- 
geon appointed for persons condemned to 
death, where, in strict observance of the 
letter of the law, he was allowed no other 
food than bread and water. Whether he 
felt compunction may be doubted : — we 
easily deceive ourselves :— form only was 
wanting to have rendered that a legal 
punishment which was now called mur* 
der, and he may have regarded bunsclf aa 
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a disciplinarian^ not a criminal ; but as his 
hopes of pardon failed him^ be was known 
to sit up in his bed during the greater part 
of the nighty singing psalms. His offence 
was indeed heavy, bat never did human 
being suffer more heavily ! The dread of 
death, the sense of the popular hatred, for 
it was feared that the mob might prevent 
his execution and pull him to pieces ; and 
the tormenting reflection that his own vain 
confidence had been the cause, — that he 
had voluntarily placed himself in this 
dreadful situation, — these formed a pn* 
nishment sufficient, even if remorse were 
not superadded* 

On the morning of his execution, the 
mob, as usual, assembled in prodigious 
numbers, filling the whole space before the 
prison, and all the wide avenues from 
whence the spot could be seen. Having 
repeatedly been disappointed of their re* 
venge, they were still apprehensive of 
another respite, and their joy at seeing 
him appear upon the scaffold was so great^. 

F21 
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that they set up three huzzas^— an in* 
stance of ferocity which had never occorred 
before. The miserable man, quite bve^ 
come by this, begged the hangman to 
hasten bis work. When he was turned 
off they began their huzzsA again; but 
instead of .proceeding to three distinct 
shoots, as usual, they stopped at the first. 
This conduct of the mob. has been called 
inhuman and disgraceful; for my own 
part, I cannot but agree with those who 
xegard it in a very different light. The 
revengeful joy which animated them, ui»» 
christian as that passion certainly is, and 
whatever may have been its excess, was 
surely founded upon humanHy; and the 
.sudden extinction of that joy, the feeling 
which at one moment struck so many 
thousands, stopped their acclamations at 
once, and awed them into a dead silence 
when they saw the olgect of their ha* 
tred in the act and agony of death, is 
surely as honourable to the popular 
character as any trait which I have seen 
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recorded <^ any people in any age or 
cooniry. 

« The bedy^ according to castom, waa 
saspcaded an hour : during ibis tim^ the 
Irish basket-women who sold fruit under 
the gallows were drinking his damnation 
in mixture of gin and brimstone ! The 
halter in which he suffered was cut into 
the smallest pieces possible^ which were 
sold to the mob at a shilling each. Ac- 
cording to the sentence^ the body should 
have been dissected ; it was just opened as 
a matter of form^ and then given to his 
relations ; for which indulgence they gave 
100/. to one of the public hospitals. One 
of the printed trials contains his portrait 
as taken in the dungeon of the con- 
demned ; if it be true that an artist was 
actually sent to take his likeness under such 
dreadful circumstances^ for the purpose of 
gain^ this is the most disgraceful fact 
which has taken place during the whole 
transaction* 
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. A print has since been published .caUed 
The Balance of Justice. It represents the 
mutineers hanging on one arm of s gaU 
lows, and Governor Wall on the other. 
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Martial Lam of England^^^IAmitcd S&^ 
vice advised. — Hints for MUkary Be- 
form. 

Tha ezeeatiaa of Govenior Wall is con^ 
Meted as a great tiiomph of justice.. No* 
body seems to recollect that he has beea 
baagedt oot for. haying flogged three men 
to deathj but f<^ as. informality in the 
mode of doing itr-^Yet tiik ia the true 
stale of the case* Had he called a dnim- 
head coi}rt-niarti|tI> the same sentence 
might have been inflicted^ and the same 
Qons^qnences have ensued, with perfect 
impnmty to himself« 

. The Qiartial laws of England are the 
iBO^t bar^Murpns whi^.at this day exist in 
Bnr^^A . .Tbe of ender is sometimes sen- 
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tenced to receive a thousand lashes; — a 
surgeon stands by to feel his pulse during 
the execution^ and determine how long the 
flogging can be continued Without killing 
him. When human nature can sustain 
no more^ he is remanded to prison ; his 
wound^ for ftom the shoulders tcrth^ loins 
it leaver him one wound^ is; dressed^^ and 
as soon as it is sufficiently healed .to- be 
laid open again in the same manner, he 
is brought out to undergo the reai&indeT 
of his sentence. Jind tbisis nep^atedly 
and openly ptadtisisd.ia ft oounipjr ^hera 
they i«ad in ibek ohurciieB^ aMI in Ibeif 
hous^, that Bible^ in ibelr imh luin^ag^; 
trhich feaitli, •^ toirty stripe* may tfee jtldge 
inflict lipon the offender, and not ex^^ed/^ 
All savagesi are cru^l^ and- nations b6* 
l;ome humane only as ihey be^o^e bivlk 
lized* Half a century ago, tb%' nidat atro^ 
cions punishments were n^ i^et^ypifn 
of Chnsietidom ;— such Weire the ezecu- 
tions nnder Pombal in iPortugal, the tor* 
tures inflicted upon Diamien^ in Fdiiice ; 
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and the practice of opening meti ali?« in 
England. Our own history is full of shock* 
ing examples, bat our manners* softenr 
ed sooner than those of onr neighbdart» 
These barbarities originated in barbarous 
ages, and are easily acdonnted for; bnt 
how so cruel a system of martial law^ which 
certainly cannot be traced back to any 
distant age of antiquity, could ewer have 
been established is unaccountable; £oi 
when barbarians established barBaroui 
laws, the soldiers were the only people 
who were free ; in fact, they were the le- 
gislators, and of course would never make 
laws to enslave themselves. 

Another grievous evil in their military 
system is^ that there is no limited time of 



• More truly it might be said, that the Spsoiards 
had no traitors to punish. In the foreign instances 
here stated, the judges made their coart to the 
crown by cruelty ;-*in onr own case, the cruelty 
was of the law».not of the individuals. Don Ms* 
nud also foigets the InqoisitbD.— Tju 
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service. Hence arises the difficulty which 
the English find in recruiting their armies. 
The bounty money offered for a recruit 
during the war amounted sometimes to as 
much as twenty pieces of eighty a sum^ 
burthensome indeed to the nation when 
paid to whde regiments^ but little enough 
if it be considered as the price for 
which a man sells his liberty for life. 
There would be no lack of soldiers were 
they enlisted for seven years. Half the 
peasantry iu the country would like to 
wear a fine coat from the age of eighteen 
till five-and-twenty, and to see the world 
at the king's expense. At present^ mecha* 
nks who have been thrown out of employ 
by the war, and run-away apprentices> 
enlist in their senses^ but the far greater 
number of recruits enter under the influ- 
ence of liquor. 

It has been inferred, that old Homer 
lived in an age when morality was little 
understood^ because he so often observes^ 
that it is not right to do wrong. Whether 
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or not the game judgement is to be passed 
upon the present age oT England^ posterity 
ivill decide ; certain it' is that her legisla- 
tors seem not unfrequently to have forgot- 
ten the commonest truisms botli of morals 
and politics. The love of a military life 
is so general^ that it may almost be consi* 
dered as one of the animal passions ; yet 
such are the martial laws^ and such the 
military system of England^ that this pas- 
sion seems almost annihilated in the coun- 
try. It is true, that during the late war 
volunteer companies were raised in every 
part of the kingdom '; but, in raisinjg these^ 
the whole influence of the landed and 
moneyed proprietors was exerted ; it was 
considered as a test of loyalty; and the 
greater part of these volunteers consisted 
of men who had property at stake, and 
believed it to be in danger, ancf of their 
dependants; and the very ease with which 
these companies were raised, evinces how 
easy it would be to raise soldiers, if they 
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who became soldiers were still to be con- . 
sidered as men, and as freemen. 

The difficulty would be lessened if men 
were enlisted for a limited term of years 
instead of for life. Yet that this altera- 
tion alone is not. sufficient^ is proved by 
the state of their provincial troops^ or mi* 
litia as they are called. Here the men are 
bound to a sevens-years service^ and are not 
to be sent out of the kingdom ; yet, unex-. 
ceptionable as this may appear^ the mili« 
tia is not easily raised^ uor without some 
degree of oppression. The men are chosen 
by ballot^ and permitted to serve by sub- 
stitute^ or exempted upon paying a £ne. 
On those who can afford either^ it operates^ 
therefore^ as a tax by lottery; the poor, 
man has. no alternative^ he must serve^ 
and^ in consequence^ the poor man upon . 
whom the lot falls considers himself as 
ruined : and ruined he is ; fbr^ upon the 
happiest termination of bis term of service^ 
if he return to his former place of abod^ 
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Still willing^ and still Me, to fesume hit' 
former occapation^ be finds his place in 
society filled np. But seten years of miv 
litary idleneisA nsaaliy incapacitate bim for 
any other trade^ and be who has once been 
a soldier is commonly for ever after unfit 
for every thing else* 

The evil consequences of the idle hours 
which hang upon the soldiers' hands are 
sufficiently understood^ and their dress 
seems to have been made as liable to dirt 
as possible^ that as much time as possible 
may be employed in cleaning it. This is 
one cause of the contempt which the sailors 
feel for them^ who say that soldiers have 
nothing to do but to whiten their breeches^ 
with pipc'-clayj and to make strumpets for 
the use of the navy. Would it not be well 
to follow the example of the Romans, and 
employ them in public works ? This was 
done in Scotlaad, where tbey have cut 
roads through the wildest part of the coun-^' 
try ; and it is said that the soldiery in Ire* 
land are now to be employed in the same 
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manner. In England^ where no such la* 
hour is necessary^ they might be occupied 
in digging canalsj or more permanently in 
bringing the waste* lands into cultivation^ 
which might the more conveniently be ef- 
fected^as it is becoming the system to lodge 
the troops in barracks apart from the peo* 
ple^ instead of quartering them in the 
towns. Military villages might be built 
in place of these huge and ugly buildings, 
and at far less expense; the adjoining 
lands cultivated by the men, who should^ 
in consequence, receive higher pay, and 
the produce be appropriated to the mili tar/v 
chest. Each hut should have its garden, 
which the tenant should cultivate for his 
own private amusement or profit. Under 
such a system the soldier might rear a 
family in time of peace, the wives of the 
soldiery would be neither less domestic 

* In this and wbat follows^ the author seems to 
be suggesting improvements for his own country, 
and to mean Spain when he speaks of England. 
— TH. 
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nor less esliinable than other women in 
their own rank of life^ and the infants, 
who now die in a proportion which it is 
shocking to think of, would have the com- 
mon chance for life. 

But the sore and certain way to secnre 
any nation for ever from alarm, as well as 
from danger^ is to train every school-boy 
to the use of arms : boys would desire no 
better amusement, and thus, in the coune 
of the next generation, every man would 
be a soldier* England might then defy, 
not France alone, but the whole continent 
leagued with France, even if the impassa- 
ble gulph between this happy island and 
its enemy were filled up. This will be 
done sooner or later, for England must 
become an armed nation. How long it 
will be before her legislatofs will dis- 
cover this, and how long when they have 
discovered it, before they will dare to act 
upon it, that is, before they will con- 
sent to part with the power of alarming 
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the people^ which they have found so 
convenient^ it would be idle to conjee- 
*ture. Individuals profit slowly by expe- 
rience^ associations still more slowly, and 
governments the most dowly of all 
ciated bodies. 
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' SJu^^en, whjf preferred to Women m B$kg* 
landm^^DmsUm of London into the Bad 
and West Ends.— Low State of domestic 
Architecture. — Burlington^Houee. 

I HAVff employed this morning in wan- 
dering about this iinge metropolis with an 
Engiish gentleman, well acquainted with 
the manners and customs of foreign coun- 
tries, and therefore weU qualified to point 
out io me what is pecnUai in his own* 
Of the imposing splendour of the shops I 
have already spoken ; but I have not told 
yon that the finest gentlemen to be seen 
in the streets of London are themen who 
serve at the linen«drapers' and mercen^. 
Early in the morning l^ey are^liest oap-a«> 
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piedj the hair feathered and frosted with 
a delicacy which no hat is to derange 
through the day ; and as this is a leisure 
time with them^ they are to be seen after 
breakfast at their respective shop-doors^ 
paring their nails^ and adjusting their cra- 
vats. That so many young men should be 
employed in London to recommend laces 
and muslins to the ladies^ to assist them in 
the choice of a gown^ to weigh out thread 
and to jneasure ribbons, excited my sur- 
prise ; but my friend soon explained the 
refM90¥L. He. told me^ that in countries 
where women are the shopkeepers^ shops 
are only kept for the convenience of the 
people^ and not for their amusement. Per- 
sons there go into a shop because they want 
the, article which is sold there^ and in that 
case a woman answers .all the purposes 
which are required ; the shops themselves 
are mere repositories of goods^ and the 
tioie of year of little importance to the 
receipts. But it is otherwise in Lon- 
don; luxuiy here fills every head with ca* 
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price^ from the servaal^inaid to the peeress^ 
and shops are become exhibitions of fa« 
shion. In the spring, iwhen all persons of 
distinction are in town, the lisual tmom" 
iog eiqployment of Uie ladies is to' go a* 
shopping, as it it called; that is, to see 
these cqrioaS||xhibitiQns, This tliey do 
withoat actaiuly wanting to piircbase any 
thing, and they spend their money or not, 
according to die temptations which are held 
qnt to gratify and amuse. Nov female 
shopkeepem; it is said, hare noA eoongb 
patience to indnlge Abis idle ami fastidious 
curiosity; vhereas young meaase nore 
aBsidaous, more .engaging, ai^d hot at all 
^ecitlous about Iheir loss of time. • 

It mnst be confesseid, that fthesc eiAiibi* 
tions ace very entertaining, ner b Ifaese 
any tbij^p wanting to ^t Itbem eff to the 
^atest JEuLvmtage. Many of the windows 
af e ,ev<»n g^aed with large panes' of plate 
gjbss, at a greal: expense ; botihb, I am 
told, is a xefinement of a v^ry late daAe; 
indeed glasf wmdows were seldoiti used in 

VOL. I. o 
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shops before the present reigB, and they 
who deal in woollen cloth have not yet 
universally come into the fashion. 
. London is more remarkable for the dis- 
tribution of its inhabitants than any city 
on the continent. It is at once the great- 
est port in the kingdom, jf in the world, 
a city of merchants and tradesmen^ and 
the seat of government, where the men of 
rank and fashion are to be found; and 
though aU these are united together by 
continuous streets, there is an imaginary ^ 
line of demarkation which divides them 
from each other. A nobleman would not 
be found by any accident to live in that 
part which is properly called the City, Wa- 
less he should be confined for treason or 
sedition in Newgate or the Tower. This 
is the Eastern side ; and I observe, when* 
ever a person says that he lives at the West 
End of the Town, there is some degree of 
consequence connected with the situation : 
For instance, my tailor lives at the West 
End of the Town, and consequently he is 
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supposed to make my coat io a better style 
of fashion : and this opinion is carried so 
far among the ladies^ that^ if a cap was 
Icnown to come from. the Citj^ it would be 
given to my lad/s woman^ who would 
give it to the cook^ and she perhaps would 
think it prudent not to enquire into its 
pedigree. . A transit from the City to the 
West End of the Town is the last step. of 
the successful trader^ when he throws off 
bis exttcia and emerges from his. chiysqlis 
state into the butterfly world of high life. 
Here are the Hesperides Either the copa- 
mercial adventurers repair^ not to gather 
but to enjoy their golden fruits. 

Yet this metropolis of fashion^ this qa- 
pital of the capital itself^ has the most 
monotonous appearance imaginable. — -The 
streets are perfectly parallel and uniformly 
extended brick walls^ about forty feet high^ 
with equally extended ranges of windows 
and doors^ all precisely alike> and without 
any appearance of being distinct houses. 
You would rather suppose them to be hos- 
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pitals, arsenals, or public granaries, were it 
notfor their greatextent-Hereisafashiou, 
lately introduced from betlftr climates, of 
making varandd$ ;^varanda$ in. a country 
where pbysiqiaM recommend double dpprs 
and double wjndows as precautions against 
the intolerable cold ! I even saw 6eyer<a in- 
stances of green penthouses, to pr«>t««!fc the 
roomfrfrom the heat or light of the sun, 
fl<ed against houses in a northern aspect. 
At this I expressed some surprise to my 
companion : he replied, that his country- 
men were the most ratiopal people in the 
world when they thought proper to use 
their understandings, but that when they 
lost right of common seosc they were more 
absurd than any others, and less dexterous 
in giving plauribility to nortfEose. In con- 
firmation of this'o^nion, .he iostaoeed 
another stwnge fashion which happeoed 
to "present itself oa the opporite sid* of the 
street; a brick wall apto.the first story 
decorated with a irange of Doric e^mJM 
to imitate the ftf0fk of the Tiaaple <^ 
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TKeseoi et Athens> while the upper part 
of the faooie remained at naked as it eoold 
be kft bf the tHaMo's Uowd. 

After walktng a cmutderBble time ia 
these iBtreetfc^ i euquired for the palaces of 
the nobility^ and was told that their houses 
wei^ 6il^ as I had seen, with a few ex* 
ceptions^ which were 4ihut up from publie 
view by high blank walla; but that none 
of them had any pretensions to architect 
tare> ekcept one in Piccadilly, called Bur* 
lington House, which is inhabited by the 
Duke of Portland. Lord Burlitigton^who 
erected it, was a man ^ose whole desire 
aiid fortune were devoted to jmpi^Tie Ihe 
hnUohal iasto in airdbitteturex aad.thU 
buiMbg, though with intny defects^ is 
considered by good judges to be cme of 
the b^it speeiitteiis of oKidern aidiitectuie 
in Europe, and even ^serres to be ranked 
with the works of Palladio, whom Lord 
Burlington made the particular object of 
bis imitation. W ■ added, that this 
building, it is expected, will in a few 
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years be taken down, to make room for 
streets. From the very great increase of 
ground«rent^ it is supposed that the site of 
the house and garden would produceS^OOOl. 
a-year. Every thing here is reduced to cal« 
culation. This sum will soon be consider- 
ed 'as tbe actual rent ; and then> in the true 
commercial spirit of the country^. ii will be 
put to sale. This has already been, done in 
two or three inslanceti ; and in the course 
of half' a century^ it is expected that the 
bank will be the only building of conse- 
quence in this emporium of trade. 

The ^ merchants of this modern Tyre^ 
are indeed pmnces in their wealthy and in 
thisir ' luxury ; but it is tg be wished that • 
they :had something more of the spirit of 
priooely magnificence^ and that when they 
build palaces they would cease to use the 
warehouse as their modeU 
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Catues of the Change of'^Miniiiry not gent" 
rally understood. — Catholic Emancipation. 

' — The Change acceptable to the Nation* 
— State of Parties. — Strength rf the new 
Administration. — Its good Effects.-^Po^ 
pularity of Mr Addington. 

The chunge ofminbtiyis considered as 
a national blessings. The system of terror, 
of alarm^ and of espionagOj has been laid 
aside^ the most burthensome of the taxes 
repealed, and a suicere desire manifested 
on the .part of the r new minister to meet 
the wishes of the iialaoD. 

It must nevertheless be admitted^ that, 
however unfortunately for their country, 
and for the general interests of Europe, 
the late ado^inistration may have employed 
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their power, the motives which iQduced 
them to withdraw, and the manner in 
which they retired, are highly honourable 
to their personal characters. The imme- 
diate cause was this :— They had held out 
ttie promise of emancipation to the Irish 
CathoHcs as a nivalis of reton<^ililig th^m 
toi the (Jniott. While the two countries 
were ]^0Tiimed bjr separate legi^lattires^ it 
was vAry p(Alihte> if the ealhplics weve ad- 
mitted to t^Mr rights^ tbata mi^olrily lu the 
Irish House might ihihk proper to restore 
the old religion of the people, to which it is 
wftU 6nbwn with whiett extsmplary fidelity 
the great majority of the Irish nfertiflik still 
adhere. But ^en onee Ih^ represehta* 
lives of bolh countrU^ should be united 
in oni .pailiameiit, no such consequence 
could be a{ipfieliended ; fbr, though ailthe 
Irish members shoaU be caihDlicii>.^ey 
wt)uld.ktiU:bd aMiaoiiit^k The oM Ini- 
i^istty b'adibiis represbiited the Union as a 
uieasure v^hieh wolild remove the objee* 
thm to eathoUc emand{iatibii, and pled- 
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ged theoifiebes to grant tbtttemaacipatioii, 
after it vhoiild hiive been efiected«-^ifaia act 
of jimtio^ betng< the price whidi they were 
to pay for it to tbe peopk oF Irfeiand. Bat 
tliey bad not calculated npon tke kiag'a 
diaracter, wbose zeal^ at tbe Defender of 
die Faiib, madces it greatly to be lameirted 
that he lias not a l>etter faith to defiend. 
He^ as head of tlie Ofaiirch of England, 
conceives faiiAself bound l>y his ooronation 
oath to sofTer no innovation hi favour of 
popery^ as tllefie schismatics contemptn* 
onsly call die ndigion of the Fathero and 
of the Apoatle^ and this scrapie it iras 
lYapossible to bvenoonie. The bishops, 
who might hssve had sonle infloeBce over 
him, were all, as may wiell be imagined, 
decidedly hostile to airf oseasoTe of favour 
6r ja«t»ce 4o the tree faith, and die mini- 
stry had no altemiitive hot «o break their 
pledged promise or toreiign tbehr olHoea. 
Thkt this is the real ^EOate of the cate> I 
ha^ been assured on such aiultidrily that 
I cannot entei'tisin the slightest doub^: it 

62 
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iBg however, by no means generally believed 
to be so by the people ; but I cannot find 
that they have any other reason for their 
disbelief^ than a settled opinion that states* 
men always consider their own private in- 
terest in preference to every thing else ; in 
plain language^ that there is no such virtue 
in existence a» political honesty. And they 
persist in supposing that there is more in 
this resignation thaa has yet been made 
public^ though the change is now of so 
long standing, and though they percdve 
that the late^ ministers have not accepted 
either tille» or pensions, as has- been> usual 
on such occasions^ and thus sufficiently 
proved that disinterestedness q( which they 
will not believe them capable. 

But it is commonly said> They went out 
because tbey could not decently make peace 
with Buonaparte — Wait a little while and 
you will see them in again. This is con- 
futed by the conduct of the former cabi- 
net, all the leading members of which, 
Qxcept Mr Pitt, have violently declared. 
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ihemsdveg agaiast the peace. They cry 
ovt that it is the most foolish, mischievous, 
and dishonourable treaty that ever was con- 
chided : that it cannot possibly be lasting, 
and that it will be the rain of the na- 
tion. The nation, however, is very well > 
persuaded that- no better was to be had, 
very thaiAfnl for a respite from alarm, and 
a relief of taxation, and very well con- 
vinced, by its own disposition to maintain 
die peaee, that it is in no danger of being 
broken* — ^And the nation is perfectly right. 
Exhausted as France and England both 
are, it is eqtMdly necessary to one country 
as to the other. France wants to make her-^ 
self a Gomnkercial country, to raise a navy, 
and to train up sailors ; England wants to 
recover from the expenses of a ten-years 
war, and they are miserable politicians^ who 
suppose that any new grounds of dispute 
can arise,- important enough to overpowex 
these considerations. 

Pitty on the otherl band,. defends the 
peace ; and many penons suppose thathe 
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wiUsoQd hiakehtaappearaDoeAgaiil^ia'ari*' 

account x>f ibe t^athdic qiieiBttoD>. to Whioh 
be is as attoikgly pfedg^ «s.tbe 6f tatUle 
pariy;; but the present difibi^nce beftw^cwt 
Mm md ibat jmrty Acs^ms to ahovyilhat ibe 
iafiescibility of .theif(i»fibericabiii«tl/»iiiito 
^imfwiWd to bdm; <Peace>:i<paii'aftg«>od 
ter«is bB the preaeiit, migbi,; b€y*«dL«U 
doulH^baTe been 4aade at any tHnk Janifig 
tbe^viair 9 asd as beJs satisfied witb it> it is 
i:e^sdBahk.. to suppose febal he Would Jalave 
vlfkdib .il.;sfiQ!0i^r if hecould. . His "opiaifih 
^as^ the. weight, l^ai you vraiM exp€;^ot; 
an^! as tbe oJd. oppo8ttt6a miemb^js. are 
^quaHy^ftivovrable to., the nueasiires of the 
new admihistradoni the 'ministry may. Ibdc 
itpon tbeniselYeB as securer The .'\v«r«£Eio- 
tidiir earn •, 'Bkiister ohJy a v^y somil iiutipri'* 
tyy-mA (i»ey.)a)re as tborougfaly tinpopfidar 
as.'the driends of peace and good order 
eould wish them to be. 

i kbonrmt.hoiw loen.giye yoo a high- 
er dpohfioB >qf the pfeseot Prenter than by 
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^idg^: thsA. bis ««>ietiMi haviB sqAiflig 
worse to obje<^ dgainil faiin. than .'tint Ids 
£Erth€r:was a pb^idaA. 'Evda in SpalA^w^ 
bavb newr thiougbt it necessary Ipwrtmine 
fine |>edigree of a statesinaii, and i<i £b9* 
hoid mth aiciimie of campkifit is indeed 
iiidiciifcii8.c They oellMm Ti^ DoefaMr on 
tbis accdimt ;-^a knissBtier of faeaKaghe hm 
truly been ; he lias poered bahn sod oil 
into tbe womtds of. the coimisy, and the 
country is blessing hiin^ The pi&aee witk 
Fralice/iis regard^ by tbe wiser ^madat 
wrdi whom I faaife oiniVcesed as k tiiflhtg 
^ood^.«ttEnpated to the int^nal pspoifloa^ 
tion which ^r Additi^;«ofi lias effaciM* 
He idiBteSmtely pat a^«tdp to the systfen 
of irritaliion '^ there was an elid oT saspiciott^ 
9ih1 ataim^ and plots; cMspipnKicfei -pete 
BoJbnger to:be'be8td of, wbcn spies were' 
ifo lianger piaid .for Conning tfaenu The diff* 
tinbtiion of p^rticfs had b«en as inVetofktely 
xMrl^a as that betweeti new and oldOmb^ 
liifts a ceotary ago in Spait^ aqd it>M^aa fab 
^ffecloatty removed by this change of riii« 
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niitry^ as if an actof forgetfalnesB had beeit 
enfolrced \^ mirade. Parties are com- 
pletely dislocated bj the peace ; it has sha* 
ken tbingpi like an earthquake^ and they 
are not yet settled after the shock* I have 
heard it called the great pcditical thaWj-^ 
happily in Spain we do not know what a 
great ffoa^ is sufficiently. to understand the 
iiill force of the expression. 

Thus nrach^ however^ may plainly be 
perceived. The whig party cggard it as a 
tri0m[rfi to have any other minister than 
Pitt^ and their antagonists are equally glad 
to have any other ministd: than Fox. A 
still larger part of the people, connected 
with government by the numberless hooks 
and efyes of patronage and influence^ are 
ready to support any minister whatsoever, 
in any measures whatsoever:- and others 
more respectable, neillier few in number, 
nor feeble in weight, act with the same 
blind acquiescence from a sense of duty* 
All these persons agree in supporting Mr 
Addmgton, who is attacked by none but 
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the Tiolent enemies of the popular cause, 
now, of course, the objects of popular ha- 
tred- and obloquy themselves. Some peo- 
ple expect to see him take Fox into the 
admimstmtion, others think be will prefer 
Pitt; it is not very likely that he should 
venture to trust either, for he most know 
that if either should * enter at the sleeve, 
he would get out at the- collar. 

To the eloquence of his predecessor, the 
present Premier makes no pretensions, and 
he is liked the better for it* The English 
say they have paid quite enough for fine 
speeches ; he tells them a plain story, and 
gains credit by fair dealing. His enemies 
naturally depreciate his talents : as far as 
experience goes, it confutes them. He 
has shown talents enough to save the 
country from the Northern confederacy, 
the most serious danger to which it was 
exposed during the whole war ; to make a 
peace which has satisfied all the reasonable 

* Eutraria por la numgaf y sMm por el cabez<m» 
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part of die imticMi; and. to restoie Bhanimi^ 
tfkl homei mud. jd^aitfireedprn of opinmi 
irinch .wo» almost abrogated. Eroai dl 
that I oaa iearn^ Mr Addiagton ja likely; 
long to retaiii htssitaatidn ; aad sdre I am 
that ^rere h^ to retire from it^ he would 
take wMi iiim the regret and the blessings 
of ibe people. 
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t)h6$$ of the Ei^KA t^khtmi V^fktif.^ 

tn^ at the DdOh — InseripHonB ever the 
ShopB.-^ExM^iaminthtSKdp^iriiiAfMi 

Sports originally re^iouB. 

Tu^Bdfty. May 4^ ises. 

TiiBtifess.of Eb|^faai^n.itanU th»tTafc 
Aety, wftich readers the. figulrcs. of^xHir 
sG^nery so ptetaresqne. Y«m might think^ 
from waikiog the streets of hifaioh,: tlmt 
thtere w^re no ministers of t^Kgimi in the 
ootiDt^y ; J~ smihd at the FeoUwky anxl 
told me that some of the digtiifed clergy 
wbreittlk aprons \ but these aietsurely seen, 
and thej are more generally known by a 
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huge and hideout wig, oDce considered to 
be as necessary a coTering for a leamled 
head as an ivy bush is for an owl, but which 
even physicians have now discarded, and 
left only to schoolmasters and doctors in 
divinity. There is, too, this remarkable 
difference between the costume of England 
and of Spain, that here the national dress 
is altogether devoid of grace, and it as only 
modem fashions which have improved.it : 
in Spain, on the contrary, nothing can be 
more graceful than the dresses both of the 
clergy and peasantry, which have from 
time immemorial remained unchanged; 
while our better ranks clothe themselves 
in a worse taste, because they imitate the 
apery of other nations. What I say of 
their costume applies wholly to that of the 
men ; the dress of English women is per- 
fect, as far as it goes; it leaves nothing to 
be wished,-— except that there should be a 
little more of it. 

The most singular figures in the streeU 
of this metropolis are the men who are m- 
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ployed in carrying the earth-coal, which 
they remove from the barge to the wag- 
gon, and again from the waggon to the 
house, upon their backs. The back of the 
coat, therefore, is as well quilted as the 
cotton breastplate of our soldiers in Ame- 
rica in old times :. and to protect it stiU 
more, the broad flap of the hat lies flat up- 
on the shoulders. The head consequent- 
ly deems to bend unusually forward, and 
the whole figure has the appearance of 
having been bowed beneath habitual bur- 
thens. The lower classes, with this excepr 
tion, if they do not wear the cast clothes 
of the higher ranks, have them in the same 
form. ^ The post-men. all wear the royal 
livery, which is scadet and gold ;. theyhur'- 
ry Ifacougb the streets, and cross from side 
to aide with indefatigable ra|>idity« The 
English doors have. knockers instead of 
bells, and there is an advantage in this 
which you would ndt imoiediately perr 
ceiVe. The bell, by whomsoever it be 
pulted, must alwtip ^ve the same soum^ 
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but the kfiock^T' majr be dp bandied as tp 
^plaia ^ho playt upon it, and accordingly 
it Imk its i^ftteaiatic set of signialv The 
post-tnan com^ with two loud aud rapid 
tAp^, such as no person iHit himself ever 
gives. One very loud one marks the 
n^ws-man* A single knock of less vehe<» 
ti^e^ce denotes a servant or other messen^ 
ger. . Visitors give three or four. Eoot>- 
inen.or eoacbmen always more than their 
masters ; and the master of every family 
has- usually his particuhr touchy which is 
immediaiely recognised. . : ^ 

Every shop has an. iiHsci^iptiah above it 
ex^^ssing the name of its owner, and that 
^f hlspr^deceisor, if the bn^iness.has been 
SP lopg establi^i^ ais to derive a certain 
degree of fei^[)ectabiUty from time* Cheap 
M^erefapttst is aometimes added 4 and if the 
tyad«i$niitt has^t;be honour to serve any oi»s 
i^ihh royal ftmiiy, this isafeo mentioned^ 
and t)^ foyat attns in a style of expensive 
carving afe affl^ted over the door. These 
inscriptions in large gilt letters^ shaped 
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with the greatest nicety^ fonn a pecoliwr 
feature ia the streets of Loodon. la ftuw 
mer times ail the shops had large signs 
suspended before them, such as are still 
tised at IMS in the ooaatry ; these havfi 
long ainee disappeared ; but in a few iih 
stances^ where the shop is of such long 
standing that it is still known hy the name 
of its old insignia, a small pictove Stiff pii»i 
serves the sign, piaiced instead of one of 
the window panes* 

If I vf^te to pass the remainder of my 
life }B London, Z think the shops would ai- 
ways eoiftinoe to amuse me. SomttUu&g 
extraordhtiiiy of b^autifidis for elwr to be 
seen ia them. I saw, die other day, ia 
sturgeon^ above twocorotiB kngtb, bahg^ 
ing at a fishmongei^s. In one window 
you 9te tiie most exquisite lamps of ^lar 
baster^ to shed a pearly ligM^ in the bed«> 
ehamber ; or formed of iiit glms'to giitter 
like diamond^ in the dnswing^sbom ; in 
another, « axm^ex mirror f>eflocts the whde 
picture of the eUgeet, with all its mowing 
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gwannsj or you atart from your own face 
magnified to tbe proportions of a giant's. 
Here a painted piece of beef swings in a 
roaster to exhibit the machine which turns 
it; here you have a collection of worms 
firom the human intestines^ curiously bot- 
tled^ and every bottle with a label stating 
to whom the worm, belonged^ and testify- 
ing that the party was relieved from it 
by virtue of the medicine which is sold 
within. At one door stands a little Scotch- 
man taking snuff,— in one window a little 
gentleman with his coat puckered up in 
fblds^and the folds filled with water to 
show that it is proof dgainst wet. Here 
you have ci^s full of Inrds of every kind^ 
and on the unper story live peacocks are 
spreading their fans ; another window dis- 
plays the rarest birds and beasts stuffed, 
and in glass cases ; in another you have 
every sort of artificial fly for .the angler, 
and another is full of busts painted to tbe 
life, with glass eyes, and dressed in full 
fashion to exhibit the wigs which are made 
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within^ in the ^ery newesl; and most ap- 
proved taste. And thus is there a perpe- 
tual exhibition of whatever is curious in 
nature or art, exquisite in workmanship, 
or singular in costume; and the display is 
perpetually' varying as the ingenuity of 
trade, and the absurdity of fashion, are ever 
producing something new. 

Yesterday, I was amiised by a spectacle 
which you will think better adapted to wild 
African negroes than to so refined a people 
as the English. Three or fouir boys of 
diflferentages were dancing in the street; 
their clothes seemed as if they had been 
dragged through the chimney,Vas indeed 
had been the case, and. these -sooty habili- 
ments werebedecked with, pieces fif foil, 
and with riUbons of all gay colours, flying 
like streamers in every direction as Aey 
whisked round. Their sooty faces were 
reddened witli^roseophik, and in the middle 
of eacb i^ek was a patch of gold leaf> 
the hair was frizzed oat, -end as white as 
powder could make it, and they wore an 
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old hat cocked for the occasion^ and in 
lik^ maonerornaiE^atedmlh ribfaons^ an4 
foil, and €owe». la thii array were tliqr 
dlltictng through the eifeet^, ckpi»Bg a 
n^dm plaie, frigJiiMiiig the hones by 
tibeif noiee^ and still mone by their strange 
app^araqoe^ md soUcitisg nooey hqm all 
^om they met. • 

' Tb9:^rsl 4^yB of May ate the Satttroalia 
of itlioie pfi9|da»*r-Ha wretched class ^f men^ 
vbp «^t ia BO other cdimtiy than Eng* 
\mit and it it denondy to h^ hoped, for 
|be a»ke ^ iax^BKumif^ wili aot iong eon- 
tio^ to exiAfeitherci; Hie toot of theeacth- 
1^^ jrbiph>lbo^gb fohnefly^asAd byimly 
ihe:tol«^r ckisaes; isno;? tlM^ibd of lidi 
0tkA floor siilUf, aeeuindatCB rapidly in the 
^^yi^Q^^ rlaod i|(sti9aA)of^«en0^ it by 
^fiU)^ B fipHit Bp^ or. )4i»§giB»Tip^a bust, 
at IP soaaetiioiaa praofSed in the coihitiy, 
aibl mail: hfiae bacflr^iB £aniev itimas ilhe 
ilBetobi n^esy Brfaaip,. thej s^nsl ineii^ up ^ 
Mraep it BViray wilk a bmsh. Tbaaa pai»- 
Me^mermi uafreflaeritJgr ab ccooked and 
6 
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«o narrow^ that none .but lilUe children 
can crawl up them ; and y«a may imagine 
that cruel threats and cmel usage must 
both be employed before a child can be 
forced to ascend places so dark^ so fright- 
ful^ and so <langerous* 

No objects can be more deplorable than 
these poor children. You meet them with 
a brush in the hand, a bag upon the shoul- 
ders, and a sort of woollen cap, or rather 
bandage swathed round the bead; their 
skin, and all their accoutrements/ equally - 
ingrained with soot, every part being black 
except the white of the eyes and the teeth, 
which the soot keeps beautifully clean. 
Their w<ay of life produces another more 
remarkable and more melancholy eifecl; 
they are subject to a dangerous species of 
bydcocele, which is peculiar to tbem, and 
is therefore called the chimney-sweeper's 
disease. 

The festival of these poor people com-' 
mences on May-day : it was perhaps the 
day of their patron saint, in times of yore, 

VOL. I. H 
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before the whole hierarchy of saiots and 
a&gelfi were proecribed in fiagland' bj) the 
levelling spirit of a diabolieal heresy. They 
go aboot in parties of foor or fivej in:the 
grotesque inaiRier which I have described. 
A more extraordinary ^figure is soaaedmes 
in company, wbom they call Jgek^m^the-' 
Biak ; as the name indicates, notfakig^ bni 
bash IS to be aeen^ exoept the feet wrhteh 
danee aad^ it. Th« man stands in a 
frame-wofk,. which is supported upon his 
shonlders, and is completely covered with 
tbe boogfas of a thick and sbort-brandied 
shnib : the heat must be intokrabk, bnt 
he gets paid for his day's purgatory^ and 
the Bngitsii' will do any thing for money. 
The savages of Virginia had snch a peiy 
sonage in one of their rehgions dances^ 
and indeed the castom isquite.xo«a«age 
taste. 

May-day is one of the most general 
holydays in England. High poies^ as tall 
as the mast of a merchant ship, are erect* 
ed in every village, and hang with gar- 
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Ijkuds compoted of all field flowers^ but 
cdiiefly of one wbich is called the cowslip : 
each hfts its Kin^g and Qciesn of tlie May 
chosen fr<mi among the children of the 
peasantry^ who are tricked out as fantas* 
tically as the London chimney-sweepers ; 
but health and cleanliness give them a 
very different appearance. Their table is 
spread under the May-pole; their play- 
mates beg with a plate^ as our children 
for the little altar which they have drest 
for their saint upon his festival^ and all 
dance round the pole hand in hand. 

Without doubt^ these sports were once 
connected with religion. It is the pecu- 
liar character of the true religion to sanc- 
tify what is innocent, and make even mer« 
riment meritorious ; and it is as peculiarly 
the character of Calvinism to divest piety 
of all cheerfulness^ and cheerfulness of all 
piety, as if they could not co-exist ; and 
to introduce a graceless and joyless system 
of manners suitable to a faith which makes 
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the heresy of Manes appear reasonable. 
He admitted that the Evil Principle wag 
weaker than the Good one^ but in the my« 
thology of Calyin there is nb good one to 
be found. 
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J)€$cr^hn of the Inside, arid of the Furm-^ 
ture, of an English UouMe. 

Onb of the peculiarities in ibis country 
18^ that every body lives upon, the ground 
floor^ except the shopkeepers. The stable 
and coach-house either adjoin the house, 
or more frequently are detached from it, 
and the kitchen is either at the back of the 
house on the ground floor, or under- 
ground, which is usually the case in large 
towns, but never, as with us, above stairs. 
They wonder at our. custom of living on 
the higher floors, and call it troublesome : 
I, on my part, cannot be reconciled to the 
inconvenience of living on a level with the 
street : the din is at your very ear, the 
window cannot be thrown open for the 
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dust which showers in^ and it is half 
darkened by blinds that the by-passers 
may not look in upon your privacy. 

One room on the first floor is reserved 
for company^ the rest are bed-rooms^ for 
the beds^ instead of standing in recesses^ 
are placed in rooms as large as those in 
which we dwell. This occasions a great 
waste of space, the more remarkable, as 
ground is exceedingly valuable in iht 
towns, and is rented by the square fodt of 
front at a prodigious price. Nothing* aa* 
prised me more at firsts than the exedient 
workmanship of the doors and. windows) 
no jarring with the wind, no cnrrents of 
air, and the windows, which are all sus* 
pended by pulleys^ rise with a touch; 
This is not entirely and exclusivdy owing 
to the skin of the Engiisb* workmen, but 
in great measure abo to the ^ climate. 
When tbe wood has once been seasoned, 
neither the heat nor humidity of the »t<r 
mosphere is ever sufficient to affect it ma<* 
terially. In good houses the doors have a 
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tUip of open brast work above the haoclle^ 
tkirt the servants may aoi soil them with 
their fiogers. 

An- finglishmaa delights to show his 
wealth ; every thing in his house^ there- 
foitt> is expensive: a, whole dwelling in 
our oonnlry is furnished at less cost than 
IS besAowed here upon a single apartment* 
The 'description of our common sitting- 
room may be consi4ered as a fair speci- 
men* The whole floor is fitted with cav- 
petingt not of the costliest kind^ but both 
in texture and design far superior to what 
is usually seen in Spain. This remains 
down summer and winter^ though in sum- 
mer our matting would be far more suita- 
ble, if the fashion were onoe introduced. 
Before the fire i» a small carpet of differ- 
ent fabric^, and fleecy appearance^ about 
two t)imig l<3iig9 nnd not quite half as 
broad ; a fashion of late years, which has 
become univeraal> because it is at once 
ornamental, comfortable, and useful, prc'- 
serving the larger one, which would else 
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soon be worn out in that particular part. 
Of the fire-places I have already spoken i 
here the frontal is marble^ aad above is a 
looking*glass the whole length of the man- 
tle-piece, divided into three compartments 
bj gill pillars, which support a gilt archi* 
trave. On each side hang bell-ropes of 
coloured worsted, about the thickness' of 
a man's wrist, the work of Mrs J— and 
her sister, which suspend knobs of pdisb- 
ed spar. The fender is remarkable; it 
consists of a crescent basket work of wire 
painted green, about a foot in height, topt 
with brass,, and supporting seven- brazen 
pillars of nearly the same height, which 
also are surmounted by a band of brass. 
.This also is a late fashion, introduced in 
consequenee of the nunAerless accidents 
.occasioned by fire. Almost every news- 
paper contains an. account that some wo* 
man has been burnt to death, and they 
are at last beginning to take some means 
of precaution. 
The chairs and tables ^re of a wood 
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broQght from Honduras^ which is in great 
request here^ of a fine close grain^ and a. 
reddish brown colour, which becomes 
more beautiful as it grows darker with age*. 
The history of this wood, of which all the 
finer articles of furniture exclusively are 
made, is rather singular. A West Indian 
captain, about a century ago, brought over 
some planks as ballast, and gave them 
to his brother, Dr Gibbons, a physician 
of great eminence, who was then building 
a bouse. The workmen, however, found 
the wood too hard for their tools, and it 
was thrown aside. Some time afterwi^rds 
his wife wanted a box to bold cfitndles, 
the doctor thought of the West Indian 
wood, and, in spite of the difficulty whiph 
was still found in working it, had the. box 
made% He admired its colour and polish 
so much, that he had a bureau made of it 
also; and this was thought so beautiful, 
that it was shown to all his friends. 
Among others, the Duchess of Bucking- 
ham came to see it, and begged enough of 
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the wood to make h»«baieaa also. From 
that momeiit the demand was so great, 
that it became a regular artide of: trade,, 
and as long as the woods of Honduras last 
it is likely to cootmne so. There is reason 
to believe that the tree would grow iw 
England^ as there are some fioaridiing: 
plants in the nefghboarhood of LondoiL 
whieh bafre beev catsed from seed. For-' 
merlj the tables were made, of the solid 
plank ; but BngiMi iagenvity has now con^- 
trived toghre the same appearance at a far: 
less cost of materials, hy facing common: 
deal with a laj^r of the fine wood nol hali 
a barley-corn in thickness* To< gire you 
an idea of the curiosity widn whiob sdl 
these things 4»e eicecnted, is impossible;, 
nothing can be more perfect. 
, Our bi«akfast table is oyviy large enough.' 
for eight or nine persons^ yet supported? 
upon one claw in the centre. This is the ; 
newest fashion, and fashions change so* 
often in these things, as well as in erer/ 
thing else, that it is easy to know how 
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long it is since a house has been fitted up, 
by the shape of the furniture. An up- 
holder jnst now adirertises Comtnoda, Con^ 
sok^tablet, Oitamam, Chainlongk, and 
Ck^ffhniirs ;--*what are all these i you ask. 
I asked the same question^ and could find 
no person in the house who could answer 
me ; "but they are all articles of the newest 
fashion, aud nO doubt all will soon be 
thought indispensably necessary in eyery 
well^-fumished house. Here is also a nest 
of tables for the ladies, consisting of four, 
one less than another, and each fitting in«> 
to the one above it ; you would take them 
for play-things, from their slendemess and 
size, if you did not see how useful they 
find them for their work. A harpsichord 
takes up the middle of one side of the 
room, and in the corners are screens to 
protect the face firom the fire, 6f mahoga- 
ny, with fans of green silk, is^faich spread 
like a flower, and may be raised or lower^^ 
ed at pleasure. A book-case, standing oii 
a chest of drawers, Completes the heavy 
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fu^Qiture ; it has glazed doors^ and curtaios 
of green silk within. . 

But I should give you a very inadequate 
idea of an English room were I to stop 
here. Each window has blinds to prevent 
the by-passers from looking in ; the plan. is 
taken from the Venetian blinds^ but made 
more expensive^ as the bars are fitted into 
a frame and move in grooves. The. shut* 
ters fit back by day, and are rendered orr 
namental by the gilt ring by which they 
are drawn open : at night you ^perceive 
that you are in a land of housebreakers by 
the contrivances for barring them, and the 
bells which are fixed on to alarm the fa- 
mily> in cai^e the house should be attacked. 
On one side of the window the curtains 
bang in festoons, they are of rich printed 
cptton, lined with a plain colour and frin* 
gedj the quantity they contain is very great. 
Add to this a sconce of the most graceful 
form,, with six prijQts in gilt frames, and 
you h^ye the whole scene before you* 
Two of these are Noel's views of Cadiz 
I 
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aiOd. Liirt>on ; the olhers are from ^Eogliflb 
history^ and represent the battles of the 
Boyne and of La Hbgae^ the death of Ge» 
neral' Wolfe at Quebec^ and Williaai Pena 
treating with the Indians for his province 
of Pennsylvania. 

Let us proceed to the dining-room.-^ 
Here the table is circular^ but divides in 
half to receive a middle part which length- 
. ens it^ and this is so contrived that it may 
})e made to suit any number of persons 
from six to twenty. The side-board is a 
massier piece of furniture ; formerly a sin- 
gle slab of marble was used for this pur- 
pOse> but now this is become one of the 
handsomest and most expensive articles.- 
The glasses are arranged on it ready for 
dinner^ and the knives and forks in two- 
little chests or cabinets, the spoons are be 
tween them in a sort of urn ; every thing 
being made costly and ornamental. 

The drawing-room differs chiefly from 
the breakfast parlour in having every thing 
more expensivCi a carpet of richer fabric^ 
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sobnceg «nd mirrorB more bigMy ovm^ 
iDented> and cartains of damadc Uke thcr 
sofas and chairs. Two cbandeliers with 
glass drops stand on the manlle-piece ; but 
in these we excel the Etig)isb ; they hav« 
not the brilliancy of those from the royal 
fabric at St Ildefoiiso* In this room are 
the portraits of J — and hi»- wife^ by one 
of the best liring artists^ so admirably ex- 
ecuted as to nmke me blush for the present 
state of the arts in Spain. 

Having proceeded thus far, I will go 
through the house. J«-- took me into his 
kitchen one day to show me what is called 
the kitchen-range^ whteb has been '^on- 
stmeted upon the pbtiesophioal pFtnciple» 
of Count Rumfordj a German* pl»loso«- 
pher^' tbe first person who has appKed 
scientific discoveries lor the ordinary pur* 
poses of life. The top of tbe fire is covered 
with an iron plate^ so that the flame a^ 

* This is & mistake of the author's. Count ftura* 
ford is an American.— Tb. 
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smoke^ matead of asceodiag, pats through 
bars oa the one side^ and there heat an iroa 
froDty against the which food may be roast- 
ed as well as by the fire itself; it passes 
on, heating stoves and boilers, as it gocs^ 
and the smoke is not safiered to pass up 
the cbiomey tiU it can no loiter be of «iy 
use. Ob. the other side is an'oren heated 
by the same fise^ and vessels for bdiUng 
may foe plaieed on the plate over the fire« 
The sflsoJce finally sets a kind of wheel in 
motion in the chimney, which turns the 
spit. I could not hot admire the comfoKt 
and cleanliness of every thing about the 
kitchen ; a dresser as white as when the 
wood was Dew> the copper and tin vessels 
bri^t and burnished, tbe drain in which, 
the spit pliTfSy bi-jgfat; the plates aad 
dishes ranged in order along the shelves^ 
and I conld not but wish our dirty Do* 
mingo were here to take a lesson o£ 
English clean^ness. There is a baek-kit-c 
chen in which all the dirty work is doncj^ 
into which water is con/reyed by pipes. 
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The order and cleanliness of every thing 
made even this room cheerful, though 
nnder-ground, where the light enters only 
from an area, and the face of the sky is 
never seen. 

And now for my own apartment, where 
I am now writing* It is on the second 
floor, the more, therefore, to my liking, as 
it is less noisy, and I breathe in a freer at- 
mosphere. My bed, though neither co« 
vered with silk nor satin, has as much or- 
nament as is suitable ; silk or satin would 
not give that clean appearance which the 
English always require, and which I have 
already learnt to delight in. Hence, the 
damask curtains which were used in the 
last generation have given place to linens. 
These are full |nough to hang in folds ; 
by day they are gathered round the bed- 
posts, which are light pillars of mahogany 
supporting a frame- work, covered with the 
same furniture as the curtains; and va« 
lances are fastened round this frame, botli 
witbinside the curtains and without, and 
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again round the sides of the bedstead* 
The blankets are of the natural colour of 
.the woolj quite plain; the sheets plain 
also. I have never seen them flounced 
nor laced^ nor ever seen a striped or co- 
loured blanket. The counterpane is of all 
English manufactures the least tasteful; 
it is of white cotton^ ornamented ^ith cotF> 
ton knots, in shapes as graceless as the cut 
box in a garden. My window-curtains 
are of the same pattern as the bed ; a ma:- 
hoganj press holds my clothes, an oval 
looking-glass swung lengthways stands on 
.the dressing-taUe. A compact kind of 
chest holds the bason, the soap, the tooth- 
brush, and water-glass, each in a separate 
compartment ; and a looking-glass, for the 
purpose of shiaving at (for Englishmen 
usually shave themselves,) slips up and 
down behind^ the water-jug and water-bot- 
tle stand below, and the whole shuts down 
a- lop, and. closes in front, like a cabinet. 
The room is carpeted ; here I have my fire, 
my table, and my cassette ; here I study. 
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and here miiiute down every thing which 
I Bee or learn — ^how induitrioualy you will 
p«rcei?e^ and how failbfullyi you who best 
know me^ will best know. 

My honoured father will say to all this^ 
How many things are there here which I do 
not want i — But yon, my dear mother,-— 
I think i see yon looking round the room 
while yon say. How will Manuel like to 
lease diese luxuries and return to Spain i 
How anxiously I wish to leave them, yon 
wUl not easily conceive, as you have never 
felt that longing love for your own country, 
which absence from it renders a passion, 
and almost a disease* Fortunate as. I am 
in having soch rare advantages of society 
and friendship, and happy as I. am in the 
satisfactioa wherewith I reflect every night 
that no opportnni^ of enquiry or observa*> 
tion has been lost during the day, still my 
greatest pleasure is to think how fast the 
days and weeks are passing on, and that 
every day I am one day nearer the time of 
my return. I never longed half so ear- 
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nestly to return from Alcala^ as I now do 
to enter my native place, to see the shield 
over the door-way, to bear the sound of 
our own water-wheeJi of the bells of St 
Claras, of Domingo's viola at evening, to 
fondle my own dogs, to bear my own lan- 
guage, to kneel at mass in the church whe£e 
I was bafrtized^ and to see once more 
aroun^ me the faces of aU whom. I have 
known from infancy, and of all- wbom I 
loye best. 

I Ay • Dios de mi alma ! 

Saquefsme clc aqoi ! 
|Aj? qufflnglatem 

Ya^neespantnL 

"* Ah God of my soul, take me from hence I alas J 
En^^and is not a couDtry for me. — Tr. 
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EngKsh Meak.—Clum^ Method of But-^ 
chery, — Lord SomeroUle^ — Crud Marnier 
qfkillingcertain Anmah.^^lMXurie$(^th€ 
Talde.^^Liquon. 

Thb English do not eat beef-steaks for 
breakfast^ as lying travellers have told us^ 
nor can I find that it has ever been the 
custom. The hreakfast^table is a cheerful 
sight in this country : porcelain of their 
own manufactory, which excels the 
Chinese in elegance of form and orna- 
ment, is ranged on a Japan waiter, also 
of the country fabric ; for here they imi- 
tate every thing. The mistress sits at the 
head of the board, and opposite to her the 
boiling water smokes and sings in an urn 
•f Etruscan shape. The coffee is con- 
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tained in a smaller vase of the same shape^ 
or in a larger kind of tea-pot^ wherein the 
grain, is suspended in a bag ; bat nothing is 
so detestable as an Englishman's coffee. 
The washing of our after-dinner cups 
would make a mixture as good ; the infu- 
sion is just strong enough to make the 
water brown and bitter. This is not oc- 
casioned byoeconomy^ though coffee is 
enormously dear^ for the people are ex* 
travagant in the expences of the table ; 
they know no better ; and if you tell them 
how it ought to be made, they reply, that 
it must be very disagreeable^ and even 
that if they could drink it so strong, it 
would prevent them from sleeping. There 
is besides an act of parliament to prevent 
the English from drinking good coffee : 
th^y a^e not permitted to roast it them* 
selves, and of cQurse all the fresh and 
finer flavour evaporates in the warehouse. 
They make amends however by the ex* 
cellence of their tea, which is still very 
cheap, tlM>u^h the ministry, in violation 



Digitized by Google 



t6B < LVTTfiB xir. 

pf aa eaqfiUcit.bargau]^ inomased :tbe :tax 
vpon it foor foid^ ' dariag \be last 'war. 
Tbif is inade id a vessel of mireTy or of a 
fine black porcelain ; tbey do not >Qse 
boiled milk with it^ bat cream in its fresh 
»tate^ which renders it a v&ry deHgbtfui 
beteiage. Tbey eat their bittier bread io 
Tarioua ways^ eidier in ifain slices^ or 
toasted^ or in small hot losives, idwiays 
with butter^ which-is the best thtog itithe 
coQiitry. 

The dinner hoar is usually five: the 
liijbouriiig part of the comnittntty dine at 
one^ the highest ranks at si^^ «ev€n^ or 
even eight. The quantity of meat mhkh 
Ibey consume is astonishing! I verily 
believe tiiiat what is drest for one dinner 
here, would supply the aarae number 4>f 
persons in 8pain for a week, even if no 
&0l*days interv^ed. Every where you 
find both m^at and vegetables in the same 
erode and insipid state. The potatoe ap* 
pears at table all the year round : indeed 
the poot -subsist so generally upon this 
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root, that it teems surprising hour tbey 
could have lived before it was intikdcused 
from America* Beer is the commoD diink* 
They take less wine than we do at dinner^ 
and more after it ; but the cnstom ,of 
stttitig for hoars over- the bottle, which 
was so prevalent of late years, has been 
gradually laid aside, as mocfa from the 
gradual progress of the taxes as of good 
sense. Tea is served between seven and 
eight, in the «ame manner as at breakfast^ 
except that we do not assemble round the 
t<abie« Supper is raliier a ceremony .than 
a meal; but the faaur afterwards, over oiur^ 
wine 4iiid -waler, or sfHrits, is the pleaaani- 
est in the day* 

The old f cfiaements mf epicurean cruelfaf 
ate no longer heard of, yet tke lower 
daisses ate cruel fsoa mere insensibtlsty, 
and ihe higher ones, for want of thought^ 
make no eK>rt to aniead them. The 
butchers and drovers, in : particular area 
savage race. Tfaevheqy wthicb I. have BMt 
on their way to the.daugbter4>ottse,. hanre 
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frequently their faces smeared wiih their 
own bloody and accidents from over- 
driven oxen are very common. Cattle are 
slaughtered with the clumsiest barbarity : 
the butcher hammers away at the fore- 
head of the beast ; blow after blow raises a 
swelUng which renders the following blows 
ineffectual, and the butchery is completed 
by catting the throat. Gri^at pains have 
been taken by a nobleman who has travelled 
in Spaiuj to introduce our humane method 
of piercing the spine ; the effect has been 
Kttle^ and I have heard that the butchers 
have sometimes wantonly prolonged the 
sufferings of animals in his sights for the 
pleasure of tormenting a humanity which 
they think ridiculous. Oysters are eaten 
alive here. You see women in the streets 
skinning eels while the creature writhes on 
the fork. They are thought delicacies here^ 
and yet the English laugh at the French 
for eating frogs ! Lobsters and crabs are 
bailed alive^ and sometimes roasted J and 
carp^ after having been scaled and gutted^ 
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iviUsbmetuaesle^oirtiQf tbe ttewpan. If 
JiumaBiiy is ia better, nftlures^m iattinot^ 
nQiostiact isjsa^nsiljdeadcacil^ aadinihe 
mafls.ofmankiud it.8eenKi«iiot.ta exist. . 
. RcMutibeef has-been hftardipf wherever 
ibe English ace knawn- I bave.mora than 
once been^aakeil atjtabifi<.my opiDioB-of 
the coaal beef of Old £aglaiMl/-wiih a sort 
of smile^ and. in a; tone as if » the natiooal 
honour were ooncerntd in isjT^j*' Tiie 
Join of beef is alir^ys oalled Siry wbiebas 
theMmeasSenor.* Neither-dnintoiaeas 
nor glttttonv can fairly be in)pnte^>a6»»a4' 
tional viees to this peopjey and yet perhaps 
there is no other country where so mncb 
nice and cnnons •attention is pud: to eat* 
ing and drinking^ noriwfaere the pleasures 
of the table are thought of- such serious 
importance and gratified at- so great an 
expeuse« AH parts of the world lire ram 

* D. Manuel has misU^en the worcl, which is 
Surloin, quasi iS^tiper-XoiA,— — the upper part of it. 

— Tb. " ■' ' 

vols, a « 
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sacked for aa EDgltsbman's table. Turtle 
are brought alive from the West Indies^ 
and' their arrival is of so much conae* 
qoeace^-that notices are immediately sent 
to the newspapers^ particularly stating that 
they are in fine order^ and lively. Where- 
ever yon dine since peace has been con- 
cluded^ yon see a Perigord pye. India sup- 
plies sauces and curry powder ; they have 
hams ftdm Portugal and Westphalia^ rein- 
deers' tongues from Lapland ; <:aviar from 
Russia; sausages from. Bologna; macea*' 
roni from Naples^ ioil from Florence; olives 
from France, Italy, or Spain> at choice; 
cheese fr^m Pairma and l^witzerland. Fish 
come : packed np in ice from Scotland for 
the Loftdon market, and the epicures here 
wilt not eat any mutton but what is killed 
in Wales. Theife is in this very mprning^s 
newspaper, a. notice from a shopkeeper in 
the Strand, offering to contract with any 
person who will send him game regularly 
from France, Norway, or Russia. 

The choice of inferior liquors is great ; 
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but all are bad substitutes fop the pure juice 
of the grape. You have tasted their beer 
in its best state^ and cider you have draok 
in Biscay. They have a beverage made 
from the buds of the .fir-tree and treade; 
necessity taught the American settlers to 
brew this detestable mixtnre^'inrhich is in- 
troduced here as a luxury. Factitious wa* 
ters are now also become fashionable; so« 
da-water particularly^ the fixed air of which 
hisses as it goes down your throat as cut- 
ting as a razor^ and draws teaiB as h comes 
up through the nose as pungent as a pinch 
of snufl; The common water is abomina- 
ble; it is either from a vapid canal in 
which all the rabble of the outskirts wash 
themselves in summer^ or from th« Thames^ 
which receives all the filth of the <eity^ It 
is truly disgraceful that such a city should 
be without ah aqueduct. -At great tables 
the wine stands in ice^ and yon keep your 
glass inverted in water. In nothiog are 
they so curious as in their wines^ though 
rather in the quality than the variety. They 
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even send it abroad to be ripened by the 
motion of the ship^ and by warmer cli- 
mates; yon see supemr, Ixmiom, picket, 
parHatbr, Eati India Madeira advertised, 
every epithet of which most be paid for. 
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l^ffi^mcnf^StfiUm upon mcMch Jbey act. — 
. ^ iJmedotes of their £4ucaliii^. — Mvilafen-* 
, coui^i^fing Mcm.-^—r-JEiiig/Mi Character a 
G9P9»wid, of Contm^tiom. 

Thby talk here of our Holy Office as a 
difgcace to ihe Spaaish. nation^ when their 
Qwa government it tea times wore inqai* 
sitorialj for tbei paltry, pjprposes of reye«» 
nue*. Shortly after his last return from. 
$pain, J— ^ 9tept into a bosier^s to buy a 
pair of gloves ; the day was warm^ and he 
laid Us bat upon the counter ; a welMrest 
man came in after him for the jsame osten- 
sible ., purpose^ either learnt his name by 
enquiry, oc folbwed him till he had dis- 
covered il^ and the next day my.friend was 
summoned before a magistrate to answer 
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a charge for wearing his hat wiihoot a 
stamp. It was in vain he pleaded that thci 
hat had heen purchased abroad ; he had 
been in England more than six weeks^ and 
had not bought a stamp to put into it> 
and therefore was fined in the full penalty. 
This species of espionage has within 
these few years become a regular trade ; 
the laws are in some instances so perplex- 
ed, and in Othets sO vexatious^ that matter 
for prosecution is never wanting, and many 
of these familiars of the Tax Office are 
amassing fortunes by this infamotis^ busi- 
ness. The most lucrative method of prac- 
tice is as follows : A fellow surcharges half 
tlie people in the district; that is, he in-^ 
forms the tax-commissioners, that such 
persons hate given in a false account of 
their windows, dogs, horses, carriages, &c» 
an offence for which the tax is trebled, and 
half the surplus given to the informer. 
A day of appeal, however, is allowed for 
those who think they can justify them-' 
aelves ; but so many have been aggrieved. 
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that when thej appear together before the 
commissioners^ there is not time to bear 
one in ten. Some of these peisoos live 
twoj four, or six^ leagues from the place of 
appeal: they go there a second^ and per- 
haps a third time in the hope of redress; 
the informer takes care^ by new surcharges^ 
to keep up the crowds and the iuJMred per- 
sons &nd it at hut less hurthensoi(ie to pay 
the unjust fine^ than to be irepe^ted^ $l^ 
the trouble and esrpenseof seeking justice 
in vain. 
There is nothing, however dishonouf- 

able-i^' iril lunnn»r^^'^»*^rfCP TBftie WXfl9^e« 

will not stoop. One of ^them, on hjs first 
settling in the province which he had 
chosen for the scene of his campaigns, 
wa^ invited to dinner by a neighbouring 
geQtleoi^^ before bis character was ^nown ; 
the oext day be surcharged his host for 
another servant, bepause/one^^of the. men 
emploj^ed .about his grounds had assisted 
in waiting at dinner. ^Another happening t,q 
lame^hb .horse,\borrowed, one*of ;a:farmer 
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to ride home : the fanner told him it was 
hot aa uneasy^going beast, as he was kept 
wholly for the cart, bat rather tb^n that 
the gentleman should be distressed he 
would put the saddle on him; — he was 
ittrchalrged the next day for keeping a sad* 
dle-horse, as his reward. Can there be a 
more convincing proof of the excellent po- 
lice of England, and, what is still better, 
of the admirable effect of well-executed 
laws upon the people, than that such pests 
of society as these walk abroad among the 
teiy people whom they oppress and insult, 
wkb perfect 'saneiry i»«4b by d^y iktkA by 
hight! 

• Government do not sisem to 'be aware 
Ijhat wbcti they offer pteiiihims fo^ tteach- 
kty, tfeey are ci^rropting the morals of the 
people, and thereby w^^akening^ their own 
security. There is-l^as&n suflScient for 
pai^oning a crio^a), who cotlfeilses his 
bwn gtiiit, and impeaches hid liccomplice ; 
the course of law could not go on without 
it, and such men are (Arebdy iniamous. 
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But no'fluch (dca can be alkg^d in this 
case: it 18 a miserable eaceose foreDoou* 
raging iBfiwroerSjto say^ that the tiuBes 
are so clumsily laid oa^ that they e«i easily 
be eluded. A far worse ioBtance of this 
pernicious practice occurs ia the system of 
pressing men for thenavy^ which the Eng- 
Ksh confess to be the oi>probriam of their 
eountry, while they regret it as inevitable. 
In the proclamation issued upon* these oc^ 
easions, a reward is regokirly ofiered to all 
persons who* will give information where a 
sailer hasiiiddeB himself* 
. The whde system of £ogbind^ from 
highest to k^est, is^ and has beea> one se- 
ries^ of antagonisms; straggle««*«siraggfo-« 
i» every thisg. €heck«iid oevot^rofaeck 
iirihe principle^f ^beir oonelitMiiMiy jivbieh 
is thcTresaltef centuries ofiooiileatio«be^ 
tweenutbe CiiowB and the People^ t fbe 
«tiu|ai^tetween the Qieigy antf itbe^ILaw^ 
yen^WifettciMi tbetr<lsnda'fiom>iead«il ts* 
lafes.*; Tbeif' ehuieh is^.a ibri(4aid4Maf 
miaiiife' o£ Cfttbblieitm' aad*FM«wiMii^ 
12 
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These contests being over, it is now a trial 
between the Government and the Sulyect, 
how the one can lay on taxes, and how the 
other can elude them. 

This spirit of contradiction is the chii^ 
racter of the nation. They love to be at 
war, but do not love to pay for their 
amnienient; and now, that they are. at 
peace, they begin to complain that the 
newspapers a,re not worth reading, and rail 
at the French as if they really wished to 
begin again. . There is not a people upon 
the earth who have a truer love for their 
Royal, Family tfaian the £oglish^ yet they 
caricature them in the most open and in-; 
jBolent manner* They boast of the freedom 
of Jthe press, yet as surely and systemati- 
cal^ pj»nid> the author who publishes any 
thitig ohnoxioos> and the bookseller who 
sells it, as we in pur. country should pre-* 
wnt the publication. They cry ot% against 
iDtolerance,.and burn down the houses of 
those whom they regard*^ burettes. .They 
love libjerty $ go to war with their nelgh« 
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bours^ because they chose to become re- 
publicans^ and insist upon the right of 
enslaying the negroes. They hate the 
French and ape all their fashions, ridicule 
their neologisms and then naturalize thera , 
laugh at their inventions and then adopt 
them, cry out against their political mea- 
sures and then imitate them ; the levy in 
masSf the telegraph, and the. income-tax 
are all. from France. And the common 
people, not to be behind-hand with their 
betters in absurdity, boast as heartily of the 
jroast beef of Old. England, as if they were 
act obliged to be content themselves witii 
bread and potatoes*. Well may punch be 
the favourite liquor of the English,— it is 
a truly embjiematic compound of contra^ 
xieties* 
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-The Word Hbme, said to be ptciHiar to the 
' ^f(gUsh.-^Froprieiy oftheJ^fti^'^ef 

^P^ket^fMeir.'^Huraing^rAisors, 
^Tkkim tee iiro words' in tbeir laflgdlige 

kta^athUh^ti^y litfy'oinaoi be trvbilafted. 
f9oMt iil'lte tftke, by wbidb kn EiiglislMiiBii 
mttm Mi boQse. '' A^ Ifai^'thelitlhig ds^pre* 
c^iely <h<^'sMDt^lrh^et if %ie>^]^fett«d%y 
one word or by two^ and the feeling ^M>* 
ciated therewith is the same also^ the ad- 
vantage seems wholly imaginary ; for as- 
soiedly this meaning caa be conveyed in 
any language without any possible ambi«* 
gnity. In graeral^ when a remark of this 
kind is made to me^ if I do not perceive 



Digitized by Google 



lis trntb^ I rather attribate ittomyvvm 
rmperfect eohc^|Hlon 'than to aojfUkcjr 
in the assertion; but when this iiras said 
to me/ r recbSkcted the exquisite lines of 
CatoNus, Ktii asleed If theywere improved 
in the EngKsb trtmsdation : 

O quid solutis est beatius curls. 
Cum mens onus leponit, ac peregrino 
Lahore fessi, venimus larem ad nottrum 
Dedderatoque aoqutesdnms }ecto f 

We may with truth say thatou^ wordM« 
Ian *asuniraiislatabl£, for the English have 
Qot merely no e^ivalent terni> but no feel* 
iog^oi^res^pondenitoit That reverence for 
ibeseat of our^uicestora^ which with us is 
almost a -religioni is wholly unknown here. 
Bttt-lieW' can it be otherwise in a land 
n^relhereisnopride of bloody and where 
men who w^uld be fxazled to trace the 

f jSUar is tbe floor of a bouse. . Hidalgo de $aUr 
eanocidOi is the phrase used for a mi^i of old fii« 
siilyw— Tb. 
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place of their grandfather's birth, are not 
uofreqaenUy elevated to a level with the 
grandees ! 

The other word is contort ; it means all 
the enjoyments and privileges of home, or 
whichj when abroad, makes us feel no want 
of home; and here I must confess that 
these proud islanders have reason for their 
pride. In their social intercourse and 
their modes of life they have enjoyments 
which we never dream of. Saints and 
philosophers teaeh us that they who have 
the fewest wants are the wisest and the 
happiest; but neither philosophers nor 
saints are in fashion in England. It is re* 
corded of some old Eastern tyrant, that he 
bfiered a reward for the discovery of a new 
jpleastfr^ ; — in like manner this nation of- 
fers a perpetual' reward to those who will 
dii^cover n^w wants for them, in the readi<» 
ness wherewith they purchase any thing, 
if the seller will but assure them that it is 
exceedingly convenient. For instance,, ia 
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the common act of drawing a cork^ a com- 
mon screw was tbougfat perfectly sufficient 
for the purpose from the time when bottles 
were invented^ till within the last twenty 
years. It was then found somewhat in- 
convenient to exert the arm^ that the wine 
was spoilt by shakings and that the neck of 
the bottle might come off: to prevent these 
evils and this danger^ soole ingenious fellow 
adapted the mechaaical screw^ and the cork 
was ei^lr^cted by the simple operation of 
turning: a lever.* Wellj this lasted for a 
generations till another artificer discover- 
ed^ with equal ingenuity^ that it was ex- 
ceedingly unpleasant to dirt the fingers by 
taking off the cork ; a compound concave 
jscrew was tberefoxe invented^ first to draw 
the cork and then to discharge it, and the 
profits of this u^fal invention are secured 
to ihe invrator by a patent— The royalarms 
are affixed to this Patent Compound Con- 
cavp Corkscrew ; and the inventor, in de- 
fiance to all future corkscrew-makers, has 
stamped upon it Ife pim uUra, signify- 
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ing^ ttwt the art of making codcaeiewa can 
be earned no fiirtber^^Tbe iaiiow ctto* 
Hei which they bum here Ireqsendy re« 
quiie snv&ng ; but the eominoa imple*^ 
mehltfor this^pQi^pose bad served time out 
ofniiiid^ till within the present reign^ the 
great epoch of the rise of manufactures^ 
and the decline of every thing else ; a ma- 
ehlae was then invented' to prevent the 
snuff from falling out vpon the table ; an« 
other- inventor supplantell this by using a 
revolving tube or cylinder^ whi^cb couhl 
never be so filled as to strain the spring ; 
a^<now a sti'H more ingenious mechanic 
proposes to make snufiers which shall, by 
t^ir-own act^ *snuff the candle whenevet 
Win ieq«ired^ tmd to save all trouble what* 
ever<— t^One sort of knife is used for fisfa^ 
nndther for batter, a thiird for cheese, 
f^nknives and'seissars are not siifficient 
iiefe; Aey have an instrument to make 
pens; ettid an instrument to clip the naili 
Ihey have a maehine for slicing cucum- 
iien^ bneinstrunxent to pifll oh the shoe. 
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aAOtiier to pull on the boot^ another to 
buttod' the kdees of the breeches. Poeket^ 
tottitaiig^forkft huve b^eb invented^ as if it 
were {yossibie to Want a tdasting*fbrk in 
the 'pocket; and ieven this' has been ex* 
C^eded by the fertile geniu» of a Ceiebra* 
ted projector^ who ordered a pocket^fend* 
^r for his own tise^ ^which was to cost SOO/* 
The nrlscle wms made, but as it did not 
please^ payment was i«f6sed ; an action 
was &ico*seq«nee brought, und theiwork^^ 
omn «aid upon the tiial tliat lie war very 
soiiy to diaofaiige ad good a customerj and 
wblddWiHiDgiyhaTe taken this thitigbaeki 
if tthere tjauldtbe4ny ebai^' t»£ ielUag it; 
^t.that leadly iRobody ^sfcept'the gealle^ 
man in qtic«^fon ever wookhwant a pocket* 
fender* Thtaaamegtntleniahfaaseo^riTedl 
t»<liaTe 'the Wihole set of fife4ffOBsiibftd^. 
koUonr itiBfeend^ scdM ; to be sdre^ the c«st 
is more than twenty-fold^ but whatis thai 
to the conyenience of holding a few ounces 
in the hand^ when you stir the fire^ instead 
of a few pounds i This curious projector 
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h Mid to have taken out aboye seyeoty pa- 
tepts for inventions equally ingenious, and 
equajly useful ; but a more extraordinary 
invention than any of his threescore and 
teuj is that of the hunting-ra;u>r, with 
which you may shave yourself while riding 
full gallop.' 

, Tbere is no end of these oddities ; but 
the number of real conveniences which 
have been created by this indiscriipinate 
demand for novelty is truly kaUmishing. 
These are the refinements of late years^ 
the devices of a people made wanton by 
prosperity. It is not for such superfluities 
tiiat the English are to be envied ; it is for 
their domestic habitSi and for that un>^ 
strained intercourse of the f«»«»> which, 
instead of producing tbe consequences we 
should expect, gives birth not onlytotheic 
greatest enjoymehU^'but also to their be^t 
virtues. . . 
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Dryry-lMe Theatre.^l%€ Wiiiter^i Tale. 
' '^Kemble.'^Mn Siddofu.^^Don Juqn. 

Tbjsrs is nothing in a foreign land which 
a traTeller ia so little able to enjoy as the 
iMitional theatre : though he may read the 
language with ease, and converse in it with 
little difficalty, still he cannot follow the 
progress of a story npon the stage, nor 
catch the jests, which set all around him 
in a roar, unless he has lived so long in 
the country, that his ear. has become per* 
fectly naturalised. - Fully aware of this, X 
desired J-r- to take me there on some even- 
ing when the drama wouM be most intel* 
ligible to the sense of sight ; and we went 
accordingly yesternight tp see The Winter^s 
Tale,' a play of the famous Shakespeare's, 
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which has been lately revived for the pur- 
pose of displaying to advantage their two 
most celebrated performers^ Kemble^ and 
his sister Mrs "Siddons. 

In the reigns of Elizabeth and James, 
the golden age of the English drama, Lon- 
don was not a tenth part of 4tsipfesent 
size, and it then cootaified^vefileeii the- 
atres. At present there are but two. 
More would succeed, -and indecfd more -are 
watited> bnf tflieie have obtained exclusive 
privHeges. Old' people say the abtmg was 
better hi then- younger dayrf, because there 
were^more «ehoeh for actoss ; and the'the- 
ati<s<^being smkllery thenatoral voiceeonld 
be- heard, and the tiatnral expresskm of «he 
feataresMieen, aiid therefore rant and dis- 
tortion •were annecessary. - They, how- 
ever, who remember no othergmeration 
of a<itors than the present, will nol be per* 
snad^d-that there' has ever been one more 
perfect. Be this as it may, all arei^eed 
that the drama itself has wpf6tly'd«ge- 
neraied/ though it is* ^4 only specie* of 
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literary labouc Trfatch is iKrell paid* They 
are agreed also aa to tbe cause of this de<- 
geaerac^^ atkrilroiiDg il to the prodigious 
size of the ^theatres* The finei Unes of 
passion canoot be discciminated, nor the 
finer movements of ihe countenance perr 
ceived fiom thc|ftont,. hardly from the 
middle of the hoaee. Anthors, ther^fpref 
substitute what is here <»Ued broad farce 
for genuine comedy; their jests are made 
'intelligible by grimace^ or by that sort of 
mechanical wit which can be seen; co- 
medy is made up of tricky and tragedy 
of processions, pageants, battles, and e%- 
plosions. 

Hie two theaitvesi are near each other, 
and tolerably well situated for the.mojre 
lashionabla and more Qpulent pacta, of the 
town; bat building^ of sack Biiagi)itttde 
might have been made ornamental to: the 
metropolis, and ,both require,a more open 
space before them. Soldiers were staiF 
tioned at the doors; and. as we drew 
near we were importuned by- worsen ,yritb 
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oranges^ and by boys to purdiase a bill of 
the play. We went into the pit that i 
mi^t have a better view of: the houae^ 
which was that called Bniry-ltoe^ from 
the place where it stands^ the larger and 
mbre beantifiil of the two. The price here 
ifl thrae shillings and sixpence^ about six* 
teen teaks* The benches are not divided 
Into single seats, and men and women 
here and in all partb of die bouse sit pro- 
miscuonsly. * -^ - ' . . ' 

I had heard much of this theatre^ at|d 
was prepared foir wonder ; stiH the sise, 
the height, the beaoty, the splendoiur, 
astonished me. Imagine a pit capable of 
holding a thousand persons, four ti^rf of 
boxes supported by pillars scareely*tl|ioker 
than a man's arin, and two galleries in 
front, the higher one at such a distance, 
that they who are in it must be content to 
see the show, without hoping to hear the 
dialogue; the colours blue and silver, .and 
the whole illuminated with obandeliei^ of 
cut glass, not partially uor parsimoniously ; 
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every part as distinctly seen as if in the 
noon sunshine. After the first feeling of 
surprise and delight, I began to wish that 
B massier style of architecture had been 
adopted. The pillars, which are iron> are 
so slender as to give an idea of insecority ; 
their lightness is much admired, but it is 
disproportioned and out of place. There 
ts a row of private boxes on each side of 
the pit, on a level with it ; convenient they 
must doubtless be to. those who occupy 
them, and profitable to the propHetors of 
the house; but they deform the theatre. 

The people in the galleries were very 
ncM^y before the representation begkn, 
whistling and calling to the musicians; 
and they amused themselves by throwing 
orange*peel into the pit and upon the 
stage: after the curtain drew up tliey were 
sufficiently silent. The pit was soon filled ; 
the lower side-boxes did not begin to fill 
till towards the middle of the first act, be- 
cause that part of the audience is too fa- 
shionable to come in time ; the back part 
2 
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of th^ ^o^ boxes not )itt t^e balf p^y ; 
tbejr w^re tbcpti £11^4 ^l^ & swamo^f ror 
stUuVei^..aQd, of m^nwho cftpie to ja^i 
th^m. lo the. couib^ of the even^og, th^r^ 
wer^ two or throe .quarrel*, there which 
d^twrhed the. perforo^wcej^ apd p^hap» 
e^efi in. dMels the oeKt.mKvmui^ .The 
Eagljsh 8ay«.at|d {belieye they say troly^ 
thaj^ they are the iiio«t iQWftl.peoqptQ.ia 
Eurppe { but were thejr .to he, judged by 
thm thefttees,— I ppeitk, ool of the, reprer 
BeatatK«i# hut' of the mw9mn which are 
exhibited by t^ifl part .of tl^ au^ience^-^it 
would be thought that up pffofh had so 
little seuse of cQumQn decorum^ or paid 
so litUe respect to, puUic deceucy* 

Na prompter was to be seeu ; the aotors 
were perfect^ and stoud vok no .need of his 
awkward preaeniSe^ The; st^ry of the dra- 
ma vras> with.a litde assialauee^ easily i»- 
telligihle to me; not, ind«ed>.by thei diar 
logue;: fori .of: that I found myself qiiite 
suable to underataiMi any t^a senteanaes 
together> scarcely fi single one: aad^when 
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t looked afterwards at the printed p1ay> I 
perceived that the difficulty lay in the pe- 
culiarity of Shakespeare's language^ which 
is so antiquated, and still more so per- 
plexed^ that few even of the English theoi- 
' selve can thdroQgbly understand their fa* 
-vourite author. The tale^ however, is this* 
' Polixenes, king of Bohemia^ is visiting his 
friend Leontes^ king of Sicily ; he is about 
>to take bis departure ; Leontes presses him 
to stay awhile longer^ but in ^n-^urges 
:the* request with wajrmth, and-is still re» 
fused; then sets his queien to persuade 
him ; exud, perceiving that she succeeds, is 
. sieiaed with sudden jealousyi which>. in the 
« progress of- the s€ene> becomes so violent^ 
that beholders one of his courtiers to inur- 
^der Folixenes. This courtier acquaints 
-PolixetteS'With his danger, and flies with 
^hinf. 'Iieontes throws the queein into pri« 
son, where she is delivered of a daughter ; 
he -orders the ehiM to be burnt ; his at- 
tWdaats remofistmte.against this barbarous 
sMteflkeej' atld be then s$»ids one of them 

VOL. I. K 
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to carry it oQt of his dominions^ and ex* 
pose it in some wild place. He has sent 
messengers to Delpbos to consult the orap 
cle; but^ instead of waiting for their re- 
turn to confirm bis suspicions or disprove 
ihem, he brings the queen to trial. Du- 
ring the trial the messengers arrive^ the an- 
swer of the god is openedj and found to be 
that the ^queen is innocent, the child legi- 
timate^ and that Leontes will be without 
an heir^ unless this which is lost shall be 
found. Even this fails to convince him; 
but immediately tidings come in that the 
prince, his only son, has died of anxiety 
for his mother : the queen at this faints, 
and is carried off; and her woman comes 

.in presently to say that she is dead iako.* 

The courtier meantime lands with the 
child upon the coast of Bohemia, and there 
leaves it $ a bear pursues him across the 

; stage, to the great delight of the audience, 
and eats hiu^ out of their sight; which is 

' doubtless to their great disappointment. 

.The phip is lQ9t yrith all oa boftidin a 
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«toriii^ and thus no clae is left for disco* 
vering the princess. Sixteen years are now 
supposed to elapse between the. third and 
fourth acts: the lost child^ Perdita^ has 
grown 4ip a beautifiil shepherdess^ and the 
son of Polixenes has promised marriage 
to her. He proceeds to espouse her at a 
sheep-shearing feast; where a pedlar^ who 
picks pockets^ excites much merriment. 
'Polixenes^ and Camilla the old courtier 
who had preserved his life^ are present in 
> disguise and prevent the contract Ca* 
millo^ longing to return to his own coun- 
try^ persuades the prince to fly with his 
beloved to Sicily : he then goes with the 
king in pursuit of them. The old shep- 
herd^ who hi^s brought up Perdita as his 
own -child J goes in company with her; he 
produces the things which he had found 
with her ; she is thus dtsoevered to be the 
lost daughter of Leontes, and the oracle is 
accomplished. But the greatest wonder is 
yet to Come* As Leontes still continues to 
bewail the loss of lu9 wife, Paulina^ the 
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qaeen's womani promises to show him a 

statue of her^ painted to the life^ the work 

of- Jatto Romano/tbat painter having flou- 

Tished in the days when Bohemia was a 

tnaritime country, and when the kings 

thereof were used. to consult the oracle of 

Apoifo, being idolaters. This statue proves 

*to'he the* queen 'herself; who -begins to 

-mote 'to slohv music, 'And comes down to 

her husband. Anid then to conclude the 

'play> as it 1^9: the hus^ndof this woman 

yrho baa^ b^en eaten by the bear, old Ca- 

iniHe 4s -given her that sbe'niay .be no 

loser* 

Far be it from me to judge of Shakespeare 
bj^the^e l^bsurdities, which are;aU.lliat I 
^caniiriderslatnd of the play. While> liow- 
'-^ver>'tl]te English tolerate sUch, and are 
']^leasdd no>t'mferely m. spite of them, but 
'whh^them; it' would become their travel- 
^i^npnbtto-s^tfk'ifilfc quite so much cott- 
H^mt>t Of <ihe'S;»^M% theatre. >l^at Shake- 
^^afewas^'great dramatist, notwitbfeftibid- 
'*^*Md«Win^r'^^ate, tbdievej j«st>as I 
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koow Ccrrantes to have been a great man^ 
though he wrote El Dieho$o Ru^n. 
. But you caooot imagine any thing more 
impremve then the finer parts of this re* 
presentation; the workings of the king's 
jealousy, the digcufied grief and resentment 
of the queen, tempered with compassion 
for her husband's phrensy^ and the last 
scene in particular^ which surpassed what* 
ever I could have conceived of theatrical 
effect. The aelrejss who personated thet 
queen ia acknowledged to be perfect in her 
art: she stood leaning upon a pedestal 
with one arm, the other hanging down—' 
the beat Grecian sculptor could not have 
adjusted her drapery with niore grace, noi; 
have improved the attitude; and when she 
began to nu>vej though this was what the 
spectators were impatiently expecting^ it 
gave every person such a start of delight, 
as the dramatist himself would have wished, 
though th^ whole merit must be ascribed 
to the actress* 
TJiie regular enlertaiaments on tlie £ng.« 
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lish stage consist of a play of three or' fire 
acts, and an afterpiece of two ; interludes^ 
are added only on benefit nfghts. The af- 
ferpiece this evening was Don Juan, our 
old story of the reprobate cavalier and the 
statue, here represented wholly in panto-, 
mime* Nothing could be more insipid' 
than all' the former part of this drama, no* 
thing more dreadful, aad indeed unfit for 
scenic representation, than the catastrophe ; 
but either the furies of ^schylus were 
more terrible than European devils, or our 
Christian ladles are less easily frightened 
than the women of Greece, for this is a 
favourite spectacle everywhere. I know^ 
not whether the invention be originally 
ours or the Italians ; be it whose it may, 
the story of the Statue is in a high style of 
fancy, truly fine and terrific. The sound 
of his marble footsteps upon the stage 
struck a dead silence through the house. 
It is to this machinery that the popularity 
of the piece is owing ; and in spite of the 
dulness which precedes this incident, and 
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tbe horror which follows it, I do not won- 
der that it is popular. Still it would be de- 
corous in English writers to speak with a 
little less disrespect of the Spanish stage^ 
and of the taste of a Spanish audience^ 
while then: own countrymen continue to 
represent and to delight in one of the moat 
monstrous of all our dramas. 
. The representation began at s^yen ; and 
the meals in London are so late, that even 
this is complained of as inconveniently 
early. We did not reach home till aft^r 
inidoight.. 
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Enghsh Church Sehice.-^Sahns vf MoT" 
riage. — Incdirdehiehei of Katihg the Ser^ 
fhdtta regular Part. — Sermons an Article 
of Tradcl'-' Popular Preachers. — Private 
Chapek, 

Thb ceremonies of the English Church 
Service are soon described. Imagine a 
ctiurch with one altar covered with crim- 
son velvet, the Creed and the Decalogue 
over it in golden letters, over these the He- 
brew name of God, or the I. H. S. at the 
pleasure of the painter, and half a dozen 
winged heads about it, clumsily painted^ 
or more clumsily carved : the nakedness of 
the other walls concealed by a gallery; an 
organ over the door, and below it, imme- 
diately fronting the priest, a clock. Here 
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also in some conspicaous place is a tablet 
to record in what year the cbarch wa» re- 
paired or beautified^ and to perpetuate the 
names of the church- wardens at that time 
in letters of gold* Another tablet enume« 
ratesj but in faded letterings and less cdn- 
spicuons situation^ all the benefactors to 
the parish ; that is, all- who have left alms 
to the poor^ or fees to the minister for an 
anniversary sermon. The gallery and the 
area of the church are divided into pews^' 
as they are caHed> by handsome mahogany 
partitions> within wliich ^e rich sit on 
cimhioned seats, and (neel on hassocks, 
while the poor stand in (be aisle, and kneel 
upon the stoiies. The&e pews are usually 
freehold, attached tb Houses in the parish* 
In towns a rent is exacted For them ; ian4 
in private chapeb, of which I shall speak 
hereafter, the whole income is derived from 
them, as in a theatr<£l. The reading-d^sk 
of the priest is under £be pti^|)It, and under 
it ihat of tkfe clerk ;t6ere aire no other 
assistants es^cept the sexton and his wife,. 

■•■■■■■■■ig,a,- 
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who open the pews^ and expect a fee for 
accommodating a stranger with a seat; 
The priest wears a surplice; the clerk is 
no otherwise distiogulshed from the laity 
than as he has a stronger voice than usual^ 
reads worse than other people^ that is, more 
like a boy at a Tillage school, and more 
frequently speaks through the nose. - The 
catholic church has no corresponding of- 
fice; he is to the congregation what the 
leader of the band is to an orchestra. 

Some part of the service is repeated by 
the clerk and the people after the priest ; 
with others, as tiie psalms, and all the 
hymns, they proceed alternately verse by 
verse ; the priest reads the scripture les* 
sons and many of the prayers alone ; he 
also reads the Litany, and the clerk and 
congregation malie the petition at the end 
of every clause. There is nothing in the 
Liturgy to which a Catholic must ne- 
cessarily object,, except the absolution; 
and with respect to that, his objection 
^vould be to the sense in which it is taken^ 
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not to that which it was inteaded to coa- 
vey. After the first lessoD the organist 
relieves the priest by playing a tane, good 
or bad according to his own fancy* This is 
an injtjerlude of modern interpolation, which 
would have shocked the Protestants in 
those days when thisir priests were more 
zealoQs.and longer-winded^ At the ^nd of 
what is properly called the morning ser- 
vice, though on the Sunday it is but the 
first part of three, a portion of the Psalojis 
in vile verse, is given out by the clerk^ and 
sung by the whole congregadcm : the or- 
gan seems to have beea introduced in all 
opulent churches to hide the hideous dis- 
cord of so many untuned and unmusical 
.voices, and overpower it by a louder strain. 
«A second part follows, which is usually 
performed beside the altar, but this is at 
.the option of the officiating priest; in this 
the. congregation and their leader have 
little more to do than to cry Amen, except 
that they repeat the. Nicene Creed ; this 
poet also is termiofttcd by psalm-singing. 
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during which the priest exchanges his 
white yestmeiit for a black on^, and as* 
cends the pulpit. He begins with » short 
prajfcr^ of which the fonn is left to him^ 
self; then proceeds to the serfoon. In 
old times the sermon was a serious things 
both for the preacher and the hearers ; the 
more^ the better, was the msattm> in the 
days of fanaticism^ and when the sands of 
one hour wer^ rufi out the people heard 
with pleasitire thfe intttation of the preadver 
to take another gla^ with him. Bat times 
are changed ; the hour-glass has disii4>pe&i>- 
ed^ the patience of a conrgrbgAtion is now 
understood to last twedty minutes; and in 
this instance short measure is preferred. 
Immediately after theraledicti<^ the organ 
strikes up aloud peal} with ikiudh propriety, 
as it drowns the greetipgs and salutations 
which pass from one person to another. 
The Litany and the whole of the second 
part are omitted in the evening serrice. 

Thus you perceive^ that having aposta^ 
tized and given up the essentials of.reli- 
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gion^ the schismatics have deprived divine 
servid&'Of its speeifie meaaiDg and motive. 
It is: no. longer a sacrifice for tbepeopk. 
The ^oQgrqation assemble to say prayers^ 
tthich might as well be said in their ora- 
tories^ and to hear sermons which mi^t 
more conveniently be read at home. No* 
thing is done which might not be done 
with the same profidety in a chamber as 
'in a dbiufch^ and by a layman as by a 
priest. 

A cntions le^al fonn is obaerved* in the 
midst of the service ; tbe.priest reads a lisl 
t>f aU the persois in the parish who aare 
abont to be married. This is done three 
4nccesstve Sundays^ that if any person^ 
should be acquainted with any eacisling 
impediment to the marriage^ he may de- 
dfl^e it in time. The better classes avoid 
thb pablidty by obtaimng a license at easy 
expense. Those of hig^ iraak vhoose U> 
fbe married, at their own houses^ a license 
for vfischt cm be obtained from only the 
primate. In Scotland^ where the schis- 
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natics .succeeded in abolishing all thede* 
cencies as well as the oroameBts of ieli« 
gion^ this is the universal practice ; the 
sacrament of marriage, may be celebrated 
in any place^ and by any person^ in that 
country^ and the whole faneral ceremcmj 
there consists in digging a hole^ and put* 
ting the body into it I 

Of the service of this heretical church> 
such as it is^ the sermon seems to be re« 
garded as the most important part ; child* 
jren are required to remember the text,. and 
it is as regular a thing for the English to 
praise the discourse when they are going 
out of churchy a&it is to talk of their health 
immediately beforci and of the weather im- 
mediately afterwardsi. The founders of 
the schism did not foresee the inconveni- 
ence of always attaching, this appendage 
to prayers and forms which the Fathere 
of the church [indited and enacted unAes 
the grace of the Holy Spirit^ and. which 
even they had grace enough to leave on- 
wrrupted, though not unmulilated. To 
6 
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go through these forms and offer up these 
petitions requires in the priest nothing 
more than the commonest learning; it i8> 
indeed^ one of the manifold excellencies of 
the true churchy that the service can nei* 
ther be made better nor worse by him who 
performs it. But here^ where a main part 
consists df a composition merely human> 
which is designed to edify and instructthe 
people^ more knowledge and more talents 
are necessary than it is reasonable to expect 
in every priest^ or indeed possible to find. 
You may suppose that this inconvenience 
is easily remedied^ that only those persons 
would be^ licensed to preach whom the 
bishop had approved as well qualified^ and 
that all others would be enjoined to read 
the discourses of those schismatical doctor? 
whom their schismatical church had sane* 
tioned. Something like this was at first 
intended^ and a book of homilies set forth 
by authority. Happily these have become 
obsolete. I say happily, because, having 
been composed in the first years of tbe 
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schism, they abound with calumnies 
against the faith* The people now expect 
original composition from their priests, 
let their ability be what it may ; it would 
be regarded as a confession of incapacitjK 
to take a book into the pulpit ; and you 
may well suppose, if we in Spain have 
more preachers than are goodie what it 
must be in a country where eveiy priest 
is one. 

The sermon i^ read, not recited, nor de* 
livered extemporaneously; which is one 
main difference between the regular Eng- 
lish clergy and the sectarians. It has be«* 
come a branch of trade to supply the priests 
with discourses, and sermons may be bespo- 
ken upon any subject, at prices proportion* 
ed to the dejgree of mierit required, which is 
according to the rank of the congregation 
to whom they are tp be addressed.. One 
clergyman of Cambridge has assisted bis 
weaker brethren, by publishing outlines 
which they may fill up, and which he balls 
skeletons of sermons; another of higher 
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rmk, to aoGCtomodale tfifln. still further^ 
prihto cUscouf»68 at fiiU>, iudh» Yrriuea #W 
phabety so as to appear lik« manuscript to 
such of the coi^;regatton as maj ohaace:to 
see thonik . Ttie manuscripts of a deceased 
clergyman are. often advertised for sale, 
and it isrusnally added to the notice> thatr 
tbey are warranted original ; that is^ that 
no, other copies have been ^old^ which 
might betray tble iie^t> Tbe#e sbift^i 
howeir^r^ are iiot resorted to by^ the max^ 
respectable clergy ; it Js jiot .qacqmitioqt 
ffs tbeses t^ entei: ig^tQ a^co^npsercial treaty 
>rHh tbejr fri^ndsof the p^fe3sion> and 
cxcfa^nge their .pox9positiOi|s# Sat even 
witb tbifi ^for^esn^ty.the regular^ stQcii 
is. ususdly.bdt scanty:; and if the memory 
of rtbe plti^BJi^on^r^ be good, enough to last 
two yeaps^ or pelh^s half the tune, they 
recognise theia^j qM acquaintance at their 
regular reftam». 

If, however, this custom be bu(rthetMK)m^ 
to one part of the clergy, they who have 
enough tideiU; to support more vanity 
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feil not to profit hy it^ aiid Londcm is be^ 
▼er without a certain ntunber of popular 
preachers. I amnotnow.speakingof those 
who are popular among the sectarians^ or 
because they introduce sectarian doctrines* 
into the church ; but of that 8peci6c cha- 
racter among the regular English clergy^* 
which is here denominated a popular 
preacher. You may well imagine^ that^ a» 
the tree is known by its fruitSi I have not 
a Luis de Granada^ nor an Antonio Vieyra, 
to describe. Thread*bare garments of db- 
Kgious poverty^ eyes weakened by inces-> 
. sant tears of contriti<Mi^ or of pious lovCj 
and cheeks withered by fasting and pen!-* 
tence^ would have few charms for that 
part of the eongregation for whom the po« 
pular preacher of London curls his fore* 
lock, studif s gestures at his looking-glassj 
takes lessons from some stage-player ia 
his chamber, and displays his white hand 
and white handkerchief in the pulpit. The 
discourse is in character with the orator; 
nothing to irouse a slumbering conscience^ 
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Nothing to alarm the soul at a sense of its 
danger^ oo difficulties expounded to con- 
firm the wavering, no mighty truths en* 
forced to rejoice the faithful, — to look for 
theology here would be * seeking pears 
from the elm ;— only a little smooth mo- 
rality, such as Turk, Jew, or Infidel, may 
listen to without offence, sparkling with 
metaphors and similes,, and rounded ofF 
with a text of scripture, a scrap of poetry, 
6r, better than either, a quotation from 
Ossian. — ^To have a clergy exempt from 
the frailties of human nature is impossible ; 
but the true church has effectually secured 
hers from the vanities of the world : we 
ihay sometimes have to grieve, because the 
wolf has put on the shepherd's cloak, but 
never can have need to blush at seeing the- 
jiionkey in it. 

These gentlemen have two ends in view, 
the main one is to make a fortune by mar^ 
xiage,-— one of the evils this of a married 

*^ Pedk peras.al oliii0< 
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dergy. It was formerly a doubt whether 
the red eoat or the black one^ the soldier 
pr the priest^ had the best chance with the 
ladies ; if on the one side there was va« 
lour, there was learning on the other ; but 
since volunteering has made scarlet so com* 
mon, black carries the day ;— cedunt arma 
iogtB. The customs of England do not 
exclude the clergyman from any species 
of amusement ; the popular preacher is to 
be seen at the theatre, and at the horse- 
race, bearing his p^rt at the concert and 
the ball, making his court to old ladies at 
the card-table, and to young ones at the- 
harpsichord : and in this way, if he doe& 
but steer clear of any flagi«mt crime or ir» 
Tjsgularity, (which is not always the case i 
for this order, in the heretical hierarchy,, 
has had more than one Lucifer,) he gene^ 
rally succeeds in finding some widow, or 
\i^aning spinster^^ with wei^tier chano* 
than youth apd beauty. 

His other object is to obtain what is 
called a lectureship, in some wealthy pa- 
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rish ; that is^ to preach an evening seiw 
inoa on Sundays^ at a later hour than th^ 
regular service; for which the parishioners 
pay by subscription. As thb is an addition 
to the established service^ at the choice of 
the people^ and supported by them 'at a 
'voluntary expense^ the appointment is in 
their hands as a thing distinct from the 
cure ; it is decided by votes/ and the eko- 
tion usually produces a contest^- which is 
carried on with the same ardour, and leaves 
behind it the same sort of dissension among 
friends and neighbours, as a contested elec- 
tion for parliament. Bat the height of the 
popular preacher's ambition is to obtain a 
chapel of his own, in which he rents out 
pews and single seats by the year; and 
here he does not trust wholly to his own 
oratorical acc(Nnpli8hments ; he will have 
tL finer-tuned organ than his neighbour, 
singers better trained, double doors, and 
stoves of the newest construction, to keep 
it comfortably warm* I met one of these 
chapel-proprietors in company ; self-corn* 
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placencyj good humoarj and habitual a8« 
scnlation to every body be met witb^ had 
i/rrinkled his face into a perpetual smile. 
He said he had lately been expending all 
his ready money in religious purposes ; this 
he afterwards explained as meaning that 
he had been fitting up his chapel ; *^ and 
I shall think myself very badly off/' he 
added, ^' if it does not bring me in fifty 
percent.'* 
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Irreverence <^ the English towards the Virgin 
Mary and the Saints* — Want of Cerenu^ 
nies in their Churds.-^Festival Dainties. 
'^Traces of Catholidsmin their Language 
and Oaths. — DisbeH^qf Purgatory. — Fa^ 
tal Consequences (^this Error.'-^Stg^posed 
Advantages of the Schisai examined.^^ 
Clergy not so numerous as formerly. 

The religion of the EDglisb approaches 
more nearly than I had supposed^ in its 
doctrines^ to the true faith ; so nearly in- 
.deed^ in some instances^ that it would 
puzzle these heretics to explam the differ* 
cnce^ or to account for it where it exists. 
With respect to liie holiest sacrament^ 
they admit that the body and blood of 
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Christ is verily and indeed isken, and yet' 
ihey deny the real presence. They give 
absolution regnlariy in their church-ser- 
vice^ upon a public and general confes- 
sion^ which is equivalent to no confession 
at all. They accredit the miracles of the 
first two or three centuries^ and no others ; 
a^ if miracles were not just as well authe^- 
^'ticated, and just as necessary^ in succeed- 
.ing '^ts, • or, ^as^ if it were possible to say, 
^tllHis flfar^8halt' diou believe, and no fur- 
ther. vThey profiles' to befieveih the com- 
'uiQuioh of saints, though in fact they be- 
lieve not in^tfie saints ; and they say that 
the Hply Catholic Church subsisted in the 
Waldenses and Albigenses, for to these 
miserable wretches they Irace the origin 
of the great si6faism. tt is as extrabrdinaiy 
' lis it is lamehtieible, to see how they have 
'jfeduceli every thing to a mere caput mof'-' 



>One of the things which most indicates 

•%heir blindness, is their total want of all re- 

vc»ttaeefojfMary,themostpure. Believing 
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-faerjto be indeed the immaculate mother of 
6od» they honour her with no-festivals^ no 
service^ not a single prayer ; nor have they 
the slightest feeling of adoration or love for 
a being so infinitely lovely and adorable. 
The most obscure saint in the calendar has 
more respect in Spain^ than is shown here 
to the most holy Virgin I St Joseph is ne- 
ver mentioned^ nor thought of; they scarce- 
ly seem to know that such a person ever 
existed. The Apostle^i are just so far no« 
tjced that no business is transacted at the 
public offices upon their festivals^ and this 
is all ; BO procession is made^ nobody goes 
to church ; in fact^ nobody remembers that 
the day is .a festival^ except the clerks, who 
find it a holyday ; for these words are not 
synonymous in England. Holyday means 
nothing more here than a day of cessation 
from business, and a school-boy's vaca* 
tion. The very meaning of the word is 
forgotten. 

Nothing can be conceived more cold 

VOL. I. X. 
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ftod unimpasftioned audiuniotevesting than 
all the forms of thiB fBlse'rGbocch. No 
vestments except the «itypltce.aod'tfae€as- 
'^ock^ the oiM aU white; the oibeMtilhiack^ 
to '#htoh the Bishops^^addi nothing but 

• lawn^ slee^€8. K^lya-mglwMitax'^wkAthai 
' almost naked) ii^iihoM<4siieitaperV'an<iiiiih- 
-'odl the grehftandtiudorabW Mystery;^ Bare- 

• ly a^telure^iti<^iaiiiAge9|^ th^liwitflstdiitfae 

• per^edlf ors ^' left in-' the . mcher lof ::tbe old 
' ^E^thedvala are miitili^d ;'. no lamps^ no 

ervkAAxf tfotevea a irnoss to be->8een. ^ If 
it* were not- for -the- Creeds mdtfaei: Tea 
' CkMrtiiiltf^tt)6iitsrwMi!h''are4Moallj written 
> »v^ttb6ialtapy oheo^ these facrefeioaL places 
'* of' woi^hip^ might' «s - 80(»i> beitakeo. . for a 
^'ItfGttlltie'ad for a t^hurch.:; Theseivice is 
-"(dqttaily bald \ no'^gemifteotioasiiiKi cvoss- 
<4ffgs|< no ^jtieense/ne Elevation ;i andiiheir 
•fftiisicj ^hett <^hey *have any^ !»< so »on- 
^^fctroHs; &at U «eems»ias ifi^beiFather of 
Heresy had perverted their earsi«M well as 
^>their'hearts. 
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The Church festivals^ however, are uot 
entirely unobserved ; though the English 
will not pray, they will eat ; and, accord- 
ingly, they have particular dainties for all 
the great holydays. On Shrove Tuesday 
they eat what they call pancakes, which are 
a sort of wafer fried or made smaller and 
thicker with currants or apples, in which 
case they are called fritters. For Mid 
Lent Sunday they have huge plum-cakes, 
erusted with sugar like snow ; for Good 
Friday, hot bunns marked with a cross 
for breakfast; the only relic pf religion 
remaining among all their customs, l^hese 
Sunns will, keep for ever without beco- 
ming mouldy, bjr virtue of the holy sign 
impressed upon them, t have also been 
credibly informed, that in the province of 
Herefordshire a pious woman annually 
makes two upon this day^ the crumbs of 
which are a sovereign remedy for diarrhoea. 
People come far and near for t^is preciou« 
medicineywhjcli has never been known to 
iail; yet even miracles produce no effect. 
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On the feast of St Michael the Archangel^ 
eyery body must eat goose for dinner ; and 
on the Nativity^ turkey^ with what they 
call Christmas pies. They have the cakes 
Dgain on the festival of the Kings. 

Some traces of Catholicism may occa- 
sionally be observed in their language. 
Their words Christmas and Candlemas 
show that there was once a, time when 
they were in the right way. The five 
wounds are corrupted into a passionate 
exclamation^ of which^ they who use it 
know not the awful meaning. There is 
another instance so shocking as well as 
ridiculous that I almost tremble to write 
it. The word for swine in this language 
differs little in its pronunciation from the 
word Fix; it is well known how infamous 
these people have at all times been for the 
practice of swearing : they have retained 
an oath by this sacred vessel, and yet so 
completely forgotten even the meaning of 
the word, that they say. Please the Pigs, 
instead of the Pix. They also still pre- 
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serve in their oaths the names of some 
Pagan Divinities whom their fathers wor- 
shipped^ and of whom perhaps no other 
traces remain. The Deace is one^ the 
Lord-Harry another : there is also the Li- 
ving Jingo^ Gor^ and Goles. The Pagan 
Goths had no such idols ; so probably 
these were adored by the Celtic inhabitants 
of the island. 

. With US every thing is calculated to 
remind us of religion. We cannot go 
abroad without seeing some representation 
of Purgatory^ some cross which marks a 
station^ an image of Mary the most pure, 
or a crucifix^— without meeting priest^ 
or monkj, or friar^, a brotherhood busy 
in their work of charity^ or the most holy 
Sacrament under its canopy borne to re^ 
deem and sanctify the dying sinner. In 
your chamber the bells of the church or 
convent reach your ear^ or the voice of 
one begging alms for the souls^ or the 
chaunt of the priests in procession. Your 
'1».abe's first plaything is his nurse's rosary.. 
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The festivals of the Church canDoi pas^' 
unnoticed^ because they regulate the eco- 
nomy of 3'our table ; and they cannot be 
neglected without reproof from the confes- 
soo who is as a father to every individual 
in the family. There is nothing of all tliis' 
in England', The clergy here are as Tittle 
distinguished from the laity in their dress' 
as in their lives; they are confined to' 
bWk^ indeed^ but witn no distinction of 
make^ and black is a fashionable colour;' 
the only ditference is, that they wear no* 
tail, though their' heads are ornamented^ 
with as much care as if tliey Hail never 
been exhorted fb renounce "the vanilies of^ 
theworld. Here are no vespers to unite* 
a whole kingdom at one time in' one feel- 
ing of devotion ; if the bells ai*e heard, it 
is because bell-ringing is the popular music. 
As for Purgatory, it is well known that' all 
the heretics reject it : by some inconceiva- 
ble absurdity they beliieve tbat sin may de- 
serve eternal punishment, and yet cannot' 
deserve any thing short thereof, — as if there 



Digitized by Google 



DISBELIEF OF PVBGATORY. 22S 

were na degrees of crimioaUiyk Id like 
manner tbe^.deny all degrees of merits 
confinbg the benefit of every- maa'^ good 
works to himself; coftfoonding thijis. all 
distinctions: <of piety ; or> to speBk more 
tmly; denyiiq^ that there is any mf^it in 
good worlcs ; tbatJs^ that good works can 
be good .; and thus, they taket ^way all mo-r 
tiye for goodness* ' 

Ob how £atal;is this error to the limg. 
and; to the: dead! An Englishmaa has as 
litde to>do with; religion in hia deaUx as ii| 
hi& life*> No tapers I ar« lighted>. no. altar 
prepared,. novsacrifioe. performed^ no,con-i 
fessionimadej .no absolution given^.nQ nnp? 
tion administered; thepiisstrarelyaUt^nd^} 
it is sufficient: ta^lmve the dootori and, the 
nnrse by the siok bed ; so tbe^body be air 
tended; the sonl m^ shift for itself* Every 
thing ends with the fmierAl.; tb^y tlwk 
{urayers for the deadtof no aarail: apdi.in 
thisy alas J they are unwittio^y riighty ^p it 
is to be feared tlwir dead ase in the place 
from whenoe these is no nedemptipii*. 
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All the ties which connect us with the 
World of Spirits are cut off by this tre- 
mendous heresy. If prayers for the dead 
were of no further avail than as the conso*^ 
lation of the livings their advantage would 
even then be incalculable ; for^ what con- 
solation can be equal to the belief that 
we are by ocht own earnest expressions of 
piety alleviating the sufferings of our de-: 
parted friends^ and accelerating the com- 
Biencement of their eternal happiness! 
Such a belief rouses us from the languor 
of sorrow ta the'performance erf this actirve 
duty^ the performance of which brings 
with it its own reward : we know that they 
for whom we mourn and intercede are 
fusible of these proofs of love^ and that 
from every separate prayer thus directed 
they derive more real and inestimable be^ 
nefit; than any services, however essen- 
tial, cbuld possibly impart to the living. 
And what a motive is this for us to train 
up our children in the ways of righteou«K 
nessy that they in their turn may intercede 
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for 08 when we stand most in need of jd*" 
tercession ! Alas ! the accursed Luther and 
his accomplices seem to have barred up 
every avenue to Heaven. 

They, however, boast of the advantages 
obtained by the Schism, which they think . 
proper to call the Reformation. The three 
points on which they especially congratu- - 
late themselves are, the privilege of ha- 
ving the Scriptures in their own tongue ; 
of the cop for the congregation, and of 
the marriage of the clergy. As for the 
first, it is altogether imaginary: the church 
does not prohibit its members from trans- 
lating the Bible, it only enjoins that they 
translate from the approved version of the 
Vulgate, lest any errors should creep in 
from ignorance of the sacred language,: or 
misconception,, or misrepresentation ; and 
the wisdom of this injunction has been 
sufficiently evinced. The privilege of the 
cup might be thought of little importance 
to a people who think so lightly of the 
Eucharist ; but as they have preserved so 
1.2 
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few sacraments^ they are right to make the 
most of what they have. The marriage 
of the clergy has the effect of introducihg 
poverty among therri, ahd rehSefing it, id- 
stead of a voluntary virtae; the punishment 
of an heretical custom. Most of the infe- 
rior clergy are miserably poor i hothihg; 
indeed, can be conceived more ddpl6rablc 
than the situation of those among tliemf 
who have large families^ They are debar^ 
red by their profession from adding to 
their sbanty Stipends by any kind of la- 
bour; and th^ people, knowing ndthfng 
of religious poverty, regard pOvertjr at all 
times m6re as b. crimie than a misfortune, 
and Would despise an apoitiS if he came 
to them in rags. 

During the last generation, it was the 
ambition of those persokis id the lower 
ranks bf society who Were jtist above the 
peasantry, to mak^ oiie of their sons a 
clergyman, if they fancied he had a taleAt 
for learning. But times have changed; 
and the«situat!on of a ckrgyman who has 
1 
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SO family interest is too unpromising to be 
any longer an object of envy. They who 
would have adventured in the church for- 
merly^ now become commercial adventu- 
rers : in conseqoeoce> commerce is now far 
more overstocked with a4yenturer8 than 
ever the church has been^ and men are 
starving as; clerks instead of as curates* I 
have heard that tb^ master of one of the 
free grammatwschools> who, twenty years 
ago^ used to be. seeking what they call cu- 
racies for his scholars^ and had always 
many more expeetants than he oould m|>- 
ply with cburchesi has now- applicatiooa 
for five curates^ and oaa«ot find one to ac^ 
cept the siiliiatkia. Oo the eontliary, a pi9F- 
son in this great ctiy advertised latdy fof: 
a clerk; the salary waa by no means jai^ga; 
nor was the sitnaftiofi in other reapecU- 
partkmlarly deamble^ yet jbe badi 9Q f^w«^ 
er than ninety appUcanis.. 
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Show of Tulips.-^ Florists. — Passion for JRer- 
rities in England. — Queen Ann^s Fat" 
things. — Male Tortoise-shell Cat. — Col* 
lectors. — The King of Collectors. 

Yesterday I wei>t to see a show of tu- 
Iips> 88 it is called^ about three miles from 
town. The bed in which they were ar- 
ranged^ each in its separate pot, was not 
less than fifty varas in lengthy covered 
with a linen awning the whole way^ and 
with linen curtains at the sidesj to be let 
down if the wind shonld be violent, or the 
rain beat in. The first sight of this long 
gallery of flowers was singular and stri- 
king ; and faint as the odour of the tulip is^ 
the many thousands which were here col*- 
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lected together, formed a very perceptible 
and sweet fragrance. Tbe few persons 
present were brother florists, or amateurs, 
of the science, and the exhibitor himself 
was a character quite new to me. Never 
before bad I seen such perfect and com- 
plete enjoyment as this man took in his 
tulips; he did not seem to have a single^ 
wish, or thought, or idea beyond them ; 
his whole ^ business from one end of the 
year to the other was to nurse them up,* 
and here they were in full bloom and 
beauty. The price of one, he told us, was 
twenty guineas, another only ten; some 
were forty,- fifty, as high as a hundred; 
there was one on which no price could be 
seV-h® did not know its value,— ^indeed 
it was invaluable. We saw Julius Csesar^ 
and the Great Mogul, and Bonaparte^ and 
St George, and the Duke of Marlborough. 
^ This,'' said he, " is poor Louis XYI. ;— 
here's Pompey^—^thal's Washington; he's 
a grand fellow i" and he looked up in our 
faces witha feelmgso simple^and so serious^ 
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tbfti tl Wi^^vid^e bfe praise WW solely de^ 
9igMii fonbe floWer. i ventvMd to admine 
one, ftfldyasyoniiMiysupplAryonlybekrayeA 
my igMrftiM^e^ it w«9 a vulgar flower^ *°^ 
bitd ifo natne (they told ne it wm^^rtak^f 
by which term they meant that it wai Teined 
with ooloan wbteh ^>fead into the^whtie 
pari of the leaf^ aad faded awsy;^^the 
very thing for which I had admired iu It 
deeniBy the perfection ^f a tolip consists in 
its form ; the lips of the cup shoaM jast 
indine inward^/ and just be tipt witfaa co** 
lour ^hich does nnt diffuse itself. When 
I kn^w their standard of perfection; I be^ 
gan to see with the eyes of a connoissearj 
and ci^taittly diice(v««ed beauties wfatofa 
would tever hate been perceptible ko^ me 
in n^ itate bf ignorance. 

He alld'lyis'man) he told us, sat ap al^ 
temai^y to watch the garden; yet^oot* 
withstandiiig thetf vigilatice^ some thieved 
had ^ot^in a few nights before :*>-^'' The 
fools!*' said he, ''they took abont fifty 
}'ard9 of the cloth before they were distwrb*' 
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ed, bat never touched one of the tulips.^ 
His mttd appeared to be as dei^outly attach-* 
ed to the pursirit as himself. I never saw 
sdch cboijpltte happin^ss^ as both the»i meti 
felt in bfetibldihg; the perfectioiis of their 
yeat's labodr; snob- sober and deep delight 
as was manifest in ^ve'ry word and gestdre. 
— Never llet ni^ be tbld agdin ibitt the pili^ 
siiit of happiness is vain. 
' The tdU^ mainra of the Dtiteh . nclvet 
raged in Bhgtdtid; i^hatei^r ybU migbi 
imagine froth this speciined ; yet I havie 
heard of dne old getitlemaii who riever wai 
half a dozen leagdiis from bis bihh-place 
during his whole life, except once, wheii 
he went to HolldnU to pafch^se roots. 
Thei'e May be amateurs enoiligh to make 
it not an expeiisiVe pursuit for the florist'; 
and perhapii tbe bumber of persons, wfao^ 
like us; give a shiflln^ to see the exhi^ 
bition, may be sufficient to pa^ for th^fe 
awning; but! sfcrdtild tfiihk ft c«ni* never bi 
pursued for profit. The camatton, the ra* 
nunculds; and tbe iauriduhr, hart eacfc their . 
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devotees^ who have meetitiga to exhibit 
their choice specimens^ and prizes for the 
mo9t heautifuL These bring those flowers 
to a wonderful perfection^ yet this perfec- 
tion is less wonderful than the pains by 
which it is procured. Aicin to the florists 
are the Columbarians or pigeon-fanciers^ 
and the hutterfly-breeders or Aurelians. — 
Even as any thing may hecome the object 
of superstition^ an onion or a crocodile^ 
an ape or an ape's toothy so also any thing 
does for a pursuit ; and all that is to be re- 
gretted is^ that the ordinary pursuits of 
mankind are not as innocent as that of 
tbesc experimental Minorites or Minims. ' 
There is, perhaps^ no country in which 
the passion for collecting rarities is so pre- 
valent as in England. The wealth of the 
kingdom, the rapidity with wbich intel- 
ligence is circulated, and the facility with 
which things are conveyed -from one end 
of the island to the other, are instru^ 
meptal causes ; but the main cause must 
he the oddity of the people themselves*^ 
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There is a popular notion which has origi- 
natedj Heaven knows how> that a Qaeen 
Anne's farthing (the smallest coin they 
have) is worth 5001.; and some little 
while agO| an advertidement appeared in 
the newspapers offering one for sale at this 
price. This at once excited the hopes of 
every body who possessed one of these 
eoinsj for there are lealiy so many in exist- 
ence that the fictitious value is little or no- 
thing. Other farthings wei^e speedily an- 
nounced to be sold by private contract^ — 
go where you would, this was the topic of 
conversation. The strange part of the 
story is to come. A man was brought be- 
fore the magistrates charged by a soldier 
' with having assaulted him on the high- 
way, and robbed him of eight pounds, 
some silver, and a Queen Anne's farthing. 
The mian protested his innocence, and 
brought sufficient proof of it. Upon fur«^ 
^r inveajtigation it was discovered that 
some pettifogging lawyer, as ignorant as 
he was villainous, had suborned the soldiec 
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to bring ibis false accusation agamst «o 
inneceiit mnW, in the hopes of hangsiig: 
himj aiMi getting pesMEiiuon of the farth'r 
ing. UnbeMeviible Mjrott nkhf tfaiak ifaisy. 
I hare the MOt^-p^JUtirdCBtMooyrof.itff/ 
troth. 

Another valgdr^'noiim ii^ Ibat^ there is 
no racb 'thing a^ amito tottffiscMifatelUco^^ 
loured cai; S6itfefdrttlAaie^p«rioii, botr^^ 
eyet, hds just git^-notilre tb^t heus in) 
p6s8e69i6ti '<^ fii^'a«corioiity> and offersr 
to treat wilh the virtilofios "for the sale of; 
this rum avh^ a«he HteraHy calls it.. 
Thej calluhe nride cats in diit^^x^onntKy) 
Thomasy ai^ the male asses^eilher Gdviranl^ 
or Jdhni' I eanxiot learn > the reasasm^^^ofi 
this str^nge'cnstMA. 

The pateton fer dd^ dhtna is confined 
to old womenv add indeed^^is.alni4ist>ex'^ 
tinct. ' Medals ai« in less request^ since 
sciencehab becoaie fashionable^ or pexfaaps 
the pnTSuilis too expenske^* or it requivetf 
mbre knowledge than can be acqavreil 
easily eiiougb by those who wish for ilie 
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reputation of knowledge' without the trou- 
ble of acquiring it. Minerals are now the 
most comtnoh objects of pursuit ; en- 
graved portraits form another, since a 
clergyman some fortj jrears ago published 
a biographical accouiit of all persons whose 
likenesses bad been ehgrated in England. 
This is a mischievous isisle, for you rarely 
or never meet an old book here with the 
author's head in it ; all are' mutilated hf 
the collectors ; arid I have heard that still 
more mi^chievbud collections of engraved^ 
title-pages have been begun. The book* 
collectors are of a higher order, — not thai 
their pursuit necessdrily implies know- 
ledge ; it is the love of possessing rarities^ 
or the pleasure of pursuit^ which in mo^t 
cases actuates them;*^one person who 
had spent many years in collecting large 
paper copies, having obtained niearly all 
which had ever been thus printed, sold the 
whole collection for the sake of begin* 
aing to collect them again.' I shall bring 
home ah English bookseflleir's catalogue as 
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a cariosity: every thing is specified thai 
cao tempt these curious purchasers : the 
name of the printer^ if he be at all famous ; 
eveo the binder^ for in this art they cer- 
tainly are unrivalled. The size of the 
margin is of great importance. I .could 
not conceive what was meant by a tall 
cqp^f till this was explained to me. If 
the leaves of an old book have never beenr 
cut smooth its value is greatly enhanced \ 
but if it should happen that they have 
never been cut open^ the copy becomes 
inestimable. 

• The good which these collectors do is> 
that they preserve volumes which would 
otherwise perish; and this out-balances 
the evil which they have done in increa- 
sing the price of old books ten and twenty 
fold. One person will collect English 
poetry^ another Italian^ a third classics^, a 
fourth romances; for the wiser sort go 
upon the maxim of having something of 
every things and every thing of some- 
thing. They are in general sufficiently 
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liberal in permittiog men of letters to 
make use of their collections : which are 
not only more complete in their kind than 
could be found in the public libraries of 
England^ but are more particularly useful 
in a country where the public libraries are 
rendered almost useless by absurd restric- 
tions and bad management^ and where 
there are no convents. The want of con- 
vents is^ if only in this respect^ a national 
misfortune. 

The species of minor collectors are very 
numerous* Some ten years ago many 
tradesmen issued copper money of their 
own^ which they called tokens^ and which 
bore the arms of their respective towns^ or 
their own heads^ or any device which 
pleased them* How worthless these pieces 
must in general have been^ you may judge, 
when I tell you that their current value 
was less than two quartos. They became 
very numerous; and as soon as it was 
difficult to form a complete coUectionyi— 
for while it was easy nobody thought it 
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worth while,— the collectors began the 
pursuit. The very worst soon became the 
most Y&luabie, precisely because no person 
bad ever preserved them for their beauty. 
, Will jou beli,eve me when I tell j^ou that a 
. series of engravings of these worthless coins 
was actually begun^ and that a cabinet of 
..them sold for not less than fifty pieces of 
eight i When the last new copper currency 
,^waa issi|edj{ a,shpgkeeper in the country 
sent for a hundred pounds worth from the 
.jpiintf^ pn pi^rpose^hat be mi^ht choose out 
agQo4 specimen for himself. Some few 
.geniuses have struck out paths for them- 
jfiplves^ one adinits.no work into his library 
. if It ,^xt^nd9 bejrpnd a single volume j one 
i^.eip picked in collecting |)lay-bills, ano- 
.tber in collecting, tea-pots^ another in 
.liu^^ng for jisiting cards^ another in 
^fpriping a list. oi^ ren^arkable surnames^ 
. ajpQther more aipysiugl^ in getting speci- 
,paens of every kin^ of wig that has been 
wp^rj^ within th^^^njemory^ of man. But the 
^King^Qjf^CpJJij^^j^rs is a jgentleman in one 
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of the provinces^ )Who with giT^at pains 
and: expense .procures the ht^It^fs which 
tihmre been .used at ex^cutlpos ;, these he 
«m»geft .iBJind ihlsi museum ii^ . Qbrai)oIo- 
gicalorder^ laheliing each with. the. n^oie 
of the criminal to whom it belonged^ ,the 
history of his offence^ and the time and 
place of his execution. In the true spirit 
of virtii^ he ought to hang himself^ and 
leave his own halter to complete the col- 
lection. 

You will not wonder if mean vices 
should sometimes be found connected 
with such mean pursuits. The collectors 
are said to acknowledge only nine com- 
mandments of the ten^ rejecting the 
eighth.* At the sale of a virtuoso's effects^ 
a single shell was purchased at a very 

^ In the onginal it is said the seventh. The Csf 
thoHcs rgect the second commandmenty and make 
up the number by dividing the tenth into two. Their 
seventh therefore is our eighth) and has accordingly 
been so translated. — ^Tr. 
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high price ; the buyer held it up to the 
company : ^ There are but two apecimens 
of this jdiell^" said he, '' known to be in 
existence^ and I have the other;'' — and 
he set his foot upon it and crushed it to 
pieces. 
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^English CoinL — Paper Currency* — Frequetii 
Executions for Forgery. — DrDodd. — Opi- 
nion that Prevention ii the End of Punish' 
menu— This End not answered by the Fre^ 
quency of Executions.'^Planfor the Pre^ 
vention of Forgery rgected by the Bank. 

£ngli8B money is calculated in pounds^ 
Bhillings^ pence^ and farthings; four far- 
things maldng one penny^ twelve pence 
one shillings twenty shillings one pound* 
Four shillings and sixpence is the value of 
the peso'duro at par. It is in one respect 
'better than our money^ because it is the 
same over the whole kingdom. 
' As the value of money has gradually 
lessened^ the smallest denominations of 
coin have every where disappeared. The 
VOL. I. M . 
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farthing is rarely seen ; and as the penny, 
which was formerly an imaginary coin^ 
has within these few years been issued^ it 
will soon entirely disappear, just as the 
mite or half farthing has disappeared be* 
fore it* A coin of new denomination al- 
ways raises the price of those things which 
are just below its value ; the seller finding 
it profitable as well as convenient to avoid 
fractions. The penny is a handsome 
piece of money, though of uncomfortable 
weight, being exactly an English ounce; 
60 that in receiving change yoa have fre- 
qCiently a quarter of a i^nd of copper to 
carry in your pocket :— the legend is in- 
debted on a raised rim ; and by this means 
both the legend and the stamp are less 
liable to be effaced. For the same reasoi^ 
p slight concavity is given to the half- 
penny.. In other respects these pieces are 
alike, bearing the king's head Qn cme side, 
ai^d.on the other a figu^re of Britannia sit-' 
ting on the shore^ and holding out an olive 
branch. 

5 
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The silver coins are four: the crown^ 
which 18 five shillings^ and the half-crown, 
the shilling, and the sixpence or half*shil- 
ling. The silver groat, which is four 
pence, and silver penny, w^e once car- 
rent; bat thoagh these, with the silver 
three pence and half-groat, are stiU coined^ 
ihejr never get into ctrcalation. Those 
which get abroad are given to children, and 
laid by for their rarity. The.crcmii piece 
in like manner, when met with, is asually 
laid BoAe ; it is the iize of oar dollar, and 
has, like it, on one side the head of the 
sovereign, on the other, the arms of the 
kingdom ; but die die, though far from 
good, is better than ours* Nothing, how- 
ever, can be so bad as the other silver 
coins ; that is, all which are in ai»e* The; 
sixpence, thoogb it should happen not to 
be a counterfmty is not ^orth one-fourth 
of its nominal value ; itJs ai thin {Niece of 
crooked silver, which seldom bears the 
slighti^t remains of any impress. The 
ilhillings also ate wpm> perfectly smooth. 
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though not otherwise defaced; they are 
worth about half their current value. The , 
coiners are not contented with cent, per 
cent, profit for issuing good silver^ for 
which the public would be much indebted 
to them whatever the government might 
be, silver being inconveniently scarce; they 
pour out base money in abundance, and it 
requires more circuqispection than I can 
boast to avoid the loss which is thus occa- 
sioned. The half-crown approaches nearer 
its due weight; and it is more frequently 
possible to trace upon it the head gf 
Charles II,, or James, of William, or 
Queen Anne, the earliest and latest princes 
whose silver is in general circulation. 

A new coinage of silver has been want- 
ed and called for time out of niind. The 
exceeding difficulty attending the measure 
still prevents it. For, if the old silver were 
permitted to be current only for a week 
after the new was issued, all the new would 
be ground smooth and re<*issued in the 
same statQ as the old^ as indeed has been 
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done with all the silvei of the two last 
reigns. And if any temporary medium ^ 
were substituted till the old money could 
be called in^ that also would be imme- 
diately counterfeited. You can have no 
conception of the ingenuity^ the activity, 
and the indefatigable watchfulness of ro- 
guery ia England* 

There are three gold coins : the guinea, 
which is twenty*one shillings, its half, and 
its third. The difference between the 
pound and guinea is absurd, and occa-> 
sioned some trouble at first to a foreigner 
when accouQts were calculated in the one 
and paid in the other; but paper has now 
become so general that this is hardly to be 
complained of. Compared to the piece of 
eight, the guinea is a mean and diminutive 
coin. There are five-guinea pieces in ex* 
istence, which are only to be seen in the 
cabinets of the curious. The seven-shilling 
piece was first coined during the present 
reign, and circulated but a few years ago: 
there were such struck during the American 
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war, and never iBsacd.- I know not wky. 
One of these I have seen, which hadnem 
been milled : the obvserse was a lion standi 
ing upon the crown^ in this respect band^ 
somer than the present piece, which has the 
crown and nothing else; indeed the die 
was in every respect better. Both the 
current gold and copper are almost ex* 
clttsively of the poesent reign. It may be 
lemairked, that the newest geld is in the 
worst taste ; armorial bearings appear beMr 
npon a shield ; they have discarded the 
shield, and tied them roand with the 
garter. Medalliis, that is, historical money, 
has often been recopimeDded; hot it im« 
pliea too much love for the arts, and too 
much attention to posterity, to be adopted 
here. There has not been a good; coin 
struck in England since the day» of Ohver 
Cromwell. 

There was no paper in circulation of less 
than five pounds value till tlie stoj^age of 
the Bank during the late war. Bills of 
one and two pounds were then i»med, and 
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these have almost superseded guineas. 
Upon the policy or impolicy of continu* 
ing this paper money after the immediate 
urgency has ceased^ rolomes and volumes^ 
have been written. On one side it is as* 
serted^ that the great increase of the cir» 
culating medium^ by lessening the value 
of money raises the price of provisionsi^ 
and thna virtually operates as a heavy tax 
npon all persons who do hot immediately 
profit by the banking trade. On the other 
hand^ the conveniences were detailed more 
speciously than traly^ and one advocate 
even went so far as to entitle his pamphlet, 
'' Guineas an Incumbrance.*' Setting the 
political advantages or disadvantages aside^ 
as a subject upon which I am not qualified 
to offer an opinion, I can plainly see that 
every person dislikes these small notes ; 
diey are less convenient than guineas in 
the purse, and more liable to accidents. 
You are also always in danger of receiving 
forged ones ; and if you do, the loss lies 
at your own door, for the Bank refuses to 
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indemnify the holder. This injustice the 
directors can safely commit : they know 
their own strength with government, and 
care little for the people ; but the country 
bankers, whose credit depends upon fair 
dealings pay their forged notes^. and there-*, 
fore provincial bills are always preferred 
in the country to those of the Bank of 
England. The inqonvenience in travel* 
ling is excessive : you receive nothing but. 
these bills; and if you carry them a stage 
beyond their sphere of circulation they be- 
come useless. 

The frequent executions for forgery in 
England are justly considered by the hu-- 
mane and, thinking part of the people as 
repugnant to justice^ shocking to hu- 
manity^ and disgraceful to the nation. 
Death has been the. uniform. punishment 
in every case, though it is scarcely possi- 
ble to conceive a crime capable of so many, 
modifications of guilt in the criminal. 
The most powerful intercessions have been 
made for mercy, and the most powerful 
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arguments urged in vain ; no instance has 
ever yet been known of pardon. A Doc- 
tor of Divinity was executed for it in the 
early part of the present reign^ who^ though 
led by prodigality to the commission of 
the deed for which he suiSered, was the 
most useful as well as the mbst popular 
of all their preachers. Any regard to his 
clericar character was^ as you may well 
silppose^ out of the question in this land 
of schism ; yet earnest entreaties were 
made in bis behalf. The famous Dr 
JohnsoUy of whom the English boast as 
the great ornamei^t of bis age^ and as one 
of the best and wisest men whom their 
country has ever produced^ and of whose 
piety it will be sufficient praise to say that 
he was almost a Catholic^-^he strenu* 
ously exerted himself to procure the par« 
don of this unfortunate man^ on the ground 
that the punishment exceeded the measure 
of the offence, and that tlie life of the of« 
fender might usefully be passed in retire- 
ment and penitence. Thousands wbo had 
m8 
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been benefited by bis preaching petitioned 
that mercy might be shown' him, tod the 
Queen herself interceded^ bnt in vain. 
During the interval between his trial and 
his execution he wrote a long poem enti-^ 
tied Prison Thoughts ; a far more extra* 
ordinary effort of mind thiui the poem of 
Villon^* composed under riniilflir circum- 
stimces^ for wbicb^ in an age of- less hu- 
manity^ the life of the author Was spared. 
Had the punishment of Dr Dodd been 
prbportionedio his offence> hie would have 
been no object dP pity ; bdt wb^n he snf« 
fered the Same death as a fel6n or a mur- 
derer^ compassion overpowered the sense 
of his guilty and the people nniversally 
regarded him asl the victim ot a laW in* 
cnrdihately rigoroust It Was long believed 
that his^life had been preserved by conniw 
vance of th^ executiobi^r ; thai a wdxen fi- 
gure had been buried ib his ste^d> and that 
he had been conveyed overtoth^coiitiilept 
More persons hav^ suflered for this ^ 
fence since the law has b^ea ebadt^ than 
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for any other crime. In all other cases 
palliative cireamstaaces are allowed their 
doe weight ; this alone is the sin for which 
there is no remission. No allowance is 
made for the pressure of want^ for the 
temptation which the facility of the fraud 
holds oat> nor for tfie difference between 
offences against natural or against political 
law. More merciless than Draco^ or than 
tho86 itoquintors who are never mentioned 
in this country without an abhorrent. ex* 
presrioti of real or affected humanity^ the 
c6mmercial legislators of England are sa« 
tisfied with notfibg but the life of the of-' 
fencter who sins against the Bank^ which 
is their Holy of Holies. They sacrificed 
for this oSeQ6e one of the ablest engravera 
iff the lungdtcmi, the in ventorof tlie doite<t 
or chttik tafftB>9iAg. A mecbanic has 
lately suffered i^ho had madi^ » machine 
to. go without horses; and proired its sue- 
cess by tforriling in it himself about forty 
]ei^;lies/ ArafamofTespeetabtsfaotilyaiid 
unblemished conduct has just been exe* 
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cuted in Ireland^ because^ when reduced 
by unavoidable misfortuneg to the utmost 
distress, he committed a forg^y to relieve 
his family from absolute want* 
. There is an easy and effectual mode of 
preventing the repetitron of this offence, 
by amputating the thumb ; it seeujis one 
of the •few crimes for which mutilation^ 
would be a fit punishoient. . But it is a part 
of the English systepi to colonize with 
criminals* It is not the best mode of co- 
lonizing; nor, having ad.opted.it, do tb^y . 
manage it in the best manner. Of all 
crimes, there should seem to be none for 
which change of climate i» so effectual a 
cure as for forgery ; and as>there is none 
which involves in itself so little moral >de- 
. pravity, nor which is so frequently com- 
mitted, it is evident, that these needless 
executions deprive New South Wales of. 
those who -would be its most useful mem* 
bers, men of ingenuity, less depraved, and 
better educated in general, than any other 
convicts. 
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I hare seen it recorded of aorne English 
judge,, that when he was aboat to sentence 
a man to death for.horse-stealing, the man. 
observed it was hard he should lose his life 
for only stealing a horse; to which the 
judge replied, ** You are not to be hanged 
for s(ealiqg a horse, but in order that horsea 
may not be stolen/' The reply was as uql*. 
philpSQi^ical as unfeeling; but it is the. 
fashion among the English to assert that 
prevention is the end of. punishment, and 
to disclaim any principle of vengeance, 
though vengeance is the foundation of all 
penal layv, divine and human. Proceeding 
upon this fallacious principle, they neces- 
sarily make no attempt at proportioning 
the punishment to the offence; and of* 
fences are punished, not according to the 
d^r^. of moral guilt which they indicate 
m the ofjepder, but accordipg to the faci- 
lity with which t^ey can be committed, 
and to tjbeu:, supposed danger in conse- 
quence to the community* But even upon 
this principle it is no longer possible to 



Digitized by Google 



254 Z.BTTBB XXII. 

jtetify Ihe frequent executions for for* 
gery; the end of prevention is not an- 
swered^ and assuredly the experiment has 
been tried suffieiently long^ and suffieient- 
ly often. 

In other cases^ offences are held more 
Tcnial as ihe temptation thereunto is 
ftaronger^ man being frail by naiui^; in 
diis the punishoient is mad^ heajvier in 
proportion to the strength of the tempta^ 
tion. Surely, it is the duty of the Bank 
BireetoxB to render thfe commission of 
forgery As dfffii^ll aa possible* This is 
not effi^ted by adojpting pritate marks ia' 
their biH», ^hteb^, as th^y are meant to be' 
priTUt^, can ntever enabk the ptoblie to bef 
np6n tbeir guard. Sitch means may j^^ 
ier it impossibfe Akt* a false' bill shoul<f 
pass uiidiscotered* at the hBin% but do not^ 
in the slightest^ degree impede its general 
circttlfttioUi Whalr is r^qtiiVetf' is somci^ 
thiiiig so oBytOtts that a:e6i!niii6i(i'akidun-^ 
fttstructed eye" sbdl immediatelype^ceive' 
it } and nothing setoxs so* liWjr w iflfect 
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this as a plan which they are said to have 
rejected^ — that in every bill there should 
be two engravings^ the one in copper^ the 
other in wood^ each executed by the beat 
artists in hi» respective branch. It is ob« 
▼ioui that few persons woiild be able to 
imitate either, and highly improbable that 
any single one codM exeeufe both, or that 
two persons svfficiently ckilfiil should com- 
bine togedier. As it now isf, th6 engraving, 
is such as may be copied by tlie cldmsi^t 
apprentice to the trade. The additional 
expense which this plan would cost the 
bank would be considerably less than what 
it now expends in hanging men for an of« 
fence, which could not be so frequent if it 
was not so eas^. Ttie httA directors say 
ihe Pater-noster in* their own language, 
but they seem to forget that dike of the pe- 
tidohs which He ifho be^t Ifo'ew tbd heart- 
df man enjoined us to make is, that'we mby 
Tioi be led into temptatidm 
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Wtsiminster Abbof. — L^tndofits Comecra- 
tion.'-^Its angle Altar in bad Ta$te. — Go' 
thie or Ef^lM ArMttcture^^^MonmnenU.^ 
BanTu the SojJptor.'^WaX'^mork.-^Hcnry 
the SeotntKt C/uq^eL—Mischieoaus Pro* 
pennty of the People to mutilate the Mo'^ 
numents. 

All persons who come to London^ from 
whatever part of the world they may^ whe- 
ther Eoglish or foreigners^ go to see West- 
minster Abbey, the place of interment of 
all illustrious men ; kings, admirals, states^ 
men, poets, philosophers, and divines, even 
stage*players and musicians. There is per- 
haps no other temple in the world where 
such practical testimony is borne to the 
truth, that '' Death levels all distinctions^ 
except those of desert/* 
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. They continue to call this church an 
Abbej^ just as they continue to profess 
their belief in the most holy Sacrament. 
Originally it was the second religious esta- 
blishment in the island ; and^ since Glas- 
tonbury has been desecrated and destroyed, 
is now the first Lucius, the first Chris- 
tian king of thjB Britonsj founded it, to be 
tl^e burial-place of himself and bissuccessr 
ors. During the persecution of Diode- 
ti^nn, it was converted into a temple of A- 
pollo, which Sebert, king of the East Sax- 
ons, demplished, and built a church to the 
honour of God and St Peter in its stead* 
The place where it stands was then called 
Thorney, and is said in a charter of king 
Edgar's to have been a dreadful place; 
not so much, it is supposed, on account of 
its rudeness^ as because the wicked spirits 
who were there worshipped had dominion 
there. St Augustine^ the apostle of the 
Saxons, had baptized Sebert and his queen 
i^thelgoda ; and, being uhable to remain 
with them himself, consigned the care of 
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His converts to St Mellitog^ ft Roman &S-- 
1)0t, whom pope St Gregory the Great 
had sent to his assbtance^ and whom he 
Consecrated bishop of London. This hofy 
bishop was to consecrate the new butld- 
iDg ; bift on the night before the ceremony 
was to be performed^ a fishermiein^ as he 
Was about to cast his nets in the riter> 
which runs within a stone's throw of the 
Abbejj was called to by one «pon the op^ 
pcttite bank> who desired to cross 4n his^ 
bi>at. The fisheniian accordingly waftedi 
}iim oreVf little knowings sinfol mao^ how 
highly he Was favoured^ for this was the 
blessed apostle St Peter. As soon as the 
saint landed he entered the chuicb, and 
immediately a light brighter than the mid* 
day snn illiiminated it, and the fisherman, 
almost bereft of his senses by fear, saw a 
mnltitnde of angels enter, and heard faea^ 
tehlj music within, and perc^ved odours 
far more ddictous than any earthly flra- 
^ance. In this §tate of terroJr St Peter 
found him when he came out of the church. 
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and cheered faim^ and deeifed to be taken 
back in the boat* When they weie in the 
middle of the river, the mot told him %o 
cast his net. He did so, and the dranghi 
of fish was prodigious* Among them^ was 
one large salmon : St Peter bade him take 
this to St Mellitus, and keep the rest as his 
fare, and added that he and bis children 
after him should always be prosperous in 
tbm employment, provided that they paid 
•cnipnlously the tithe of what they took^^ 
and never attempted to fish upon the Sfib^ 
bath day. He bade him likewise tell the 
bishop all that he had seen, and tfiat St 
Peter himself had consecrated the church, 
and promised *offcen to visit it, and to be 
present there at the prayers of the faithfnl. 
In the morning, as St Mellitus was going 
in procession to perform the ceremony^ 
the fisherman met him, presented the fish^ 
and dielivered the message. The appear- 
ance of the church as soon as the doors 
were opened fully verified his story. The^ 
pavement was marked with Greek and 
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Latin letters; the walls anointed in twelve 
places with holy oil; the twelve tapers 
upon twelve crosses still burning, and the 
aspersions not yet dry. That further testi- 
mony might not be wanting, tiie fisherman 
described the person whom he had seen to 
St Mellitus^ and the description perfectly 
agreed with the authentic piclute of the 
apostle at Rome. 

I need not tell you that this miracle is 
suppressed by the heretical historians who 
have written concerning this building* It is 
their custom either to speak of such things 
with a sarcasm^ or to omit them altoge- 
ther, taking it for granted, that whatever 
they in their wisdom do not believe, must 
be false ; as if it were not of importance 
to know what has been believed^ whether 
it be true or not, and as if individual opi- 
ni6n was to be the standard of truth. 

During the ravages of the Danes the 
abbey fell to decay. King St Edward the 
Confessor rebuilt it upon a singular oc- 
casion. This pious prince had made a 
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Vow to God during his exile^ that if ever he 
should be restored to the kiogdom of bis 
forefathers^ he would oiake a pilgrimage to 
Rorae^ and return his thanks at the throae 
of St Peter. His subjects besought him not 
to leave them in performance of this vow, 
but to beg a dispensation from it; and this 
the pope granted on condition that he 
should build a new monastery to St Peter's 
honour^ or rebuild an old one. At the same 
time it was revealed to a holy man, that it 
was God's pleasure to have the abbey at 
Westminster rebuilt. The king obeyed this 
divine intimation, and gave the full tithe 
of all his possessions to the work. The 
tomb of this third founder still remains : 
having been a king, he escaped some of 
the insults which were committed against 
the other English saints at the time of the 
schism ; and though his shrine was plun« 
dered, his body was suffered to remain in 
peace. But though the monument was 
thus spared from the general destruction^ 
it has been defaced by that spirit of bar« 



Digitized by Google 



£68 Lsmm xxiii. 

baronj cariosity, or wanton miBchief, for 
which these people are so remarkable. 

The high altar is of Grecian architect* 
tare. I ought to observe that in these 
reformed charches, there is but one al- 
tar ; and if it had not been for an arch- 
bishop whose head they cat off because 
they thought him too superstitious, they 
would have been without any altar at alli 
The mixture of these discordant styles of 
architecture has.the worst effi^t imagina- 
ble ; and what is still more eztradrdinaiyi 
this mark of bad taste is the production 
of one of the ablest architects that Eng- 
land ever produced, the celebrated Sir 
Christopher Wren. But in his time it 
was so much the feshion to speak with 
contempt of whatever was Gothic, and to 
despise the architecture of their fore- 
fathers, that, if the nation could have 
afforded money enough to have replaced 
these edifices, there would not now have 
been one remaining in the kingdom.— 
Ziudkily the nationiyi wealth waa at that 
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time employed in preserving tb^ balance 
of power and extending ^commercej and 
this evil was avoided. Since tbat age, 
however, the Engl^h have learned bet- 
ter than ta treat the Gothic with co»- 
tempt; they have now discovered in it 
so much elegance and beauty, that they 
lure endeavouring to change the barbarous 
name, and, with feeling partiality to 
themselves, claim the invention for theii: 
own countrymen : it is therefore become 
liere au established article of Antiqoar 
rian faith to believe that Uiis architec- 
ture, is of native growth, and accordingly 
ly it is denominated English architec- 
ture in all the publications of the Anti- 
quarian Society. This point I am neither 
bound to believe, nor djisppsed at present 
to discuss. 

This Abbey is a curious repository 0|f 
tombs, in which the progress pf scplpture 
4iiriqg eight centuries may be traced. 
Here paay be seen the rude Saxon monnr 
m^ntf the Qfotbic.in all its stiag^^ /jrom 
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its first rudiments to that perfection of 
florid beauty which it bad attained at the 
Schism^ and the monstrous combinations 
Which prevailed in the time of Elizabeth^ 
equally a heretic in her heterogeneous taste 
and her execrable religion. After the great 
rebellion^ the change which had taken 
place in society became as manifest in the 
number aa in the style of these memorials. 
In the early ages of Christianity^ only 
saints and kings^ and the founders of 
churches were thought worthy of inter- 
ment within the walls of the bouse of Grod ; 
nobles were satisfied with a place in the 
<5alilee, and the people never thought of 
monuments: it was enough for them to 
rest in consecrated ground \ and so their 
names were written in the Book of Life^ it 
mattered not how soon they were forgotten 
upon earth. The privilege of burial within 
the church was gradually conceded to rank 
and to literature ; stilly however, they who 
had no pretensions to be remembered by 
posterity were content to be forgotten. 
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The process may satisfactorily be traced in 
the church whereof I am now writings and 
thus far it had reached at the time of the 
Great Rebellion ; during thatstroggle^ few 
(moimmentfl were erected 4 they who would 
liave^been entitled to them were mostly o^. 
ibe MQaacpesaful aide^ and the oooqueroiB 
iiad/no leqMct.iipic churches; instead of 
«rectittg.BftWi.lQnbv their. deUght was tp 
de£soe.tb6x>ld« A&erifebe^Kest^atioiQth^ 
4xiuii^ of weaifh. began* rTh<i if^^i,^gp 
of England was over, and^the golden>onp 
4MHnittienced, An'^fiagiiAh author, has writ- 
ten an ingenious book^ to sfapwtbat the 
true order of the four i^es is precisely the 
reverse, of that in ^hiish th? .poets havp 
arranged them : the age in whvch riches 
-BMC p«ramoittit to erery thing, piay well b^ 
.denbmioatediMgoldei^ but it remains to 
he proTredswbethei^^ach.ap pge of £old be 
ibebestin th&series* Wk(k Ibe Jlestoration^ 
bxmewet^ that goUen. age.bf^gaiir Monej 
was jthe ^paaspcort'.to.f^iAtHictipn during 
li£^ and thc^ who aajoyed^bis disUoctjon 
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vrere detennined to be remembered after 
death, as long as inscriptiiMis in marble 
could secure remembrance. The church 
walls were then lined wiUi tablets; and 
vain as the hope of thus perpetoating an 
Ignoble name may appear, it has succeeded 
better than you would imagine ; for every 
county, city, and almost evety. town in 
England has its pmrticular history, and the 
epitaphs in the churches and chnrch-yards 
form no inconsiderable part of their con- 
tents. 

The numerous piles of marble which de- 
face the Abbey are crowded together, 
without any reference to the style of the 
building or the situation in which they are 
placed; except two which flank the en* 
trance of the choir, and are made oma>- 
inental by a similarity of form and size, 
which has not confined the artist in vfiry-' 
ing the design of each. One bears the 
great name of Newton : he is represented 
reclining upon a sarcophagus ;. above him 
is Astronomy seated in an attitude of me- 



Digitized by Google 



MDNVUENTB. fiG7 

<ditalion on a celestial globe. This globe, 
which certainly occupies so large a space 
as to give an kiea of weight in the upper 
pifft of the monament, seems principally 
placed there to show the track of the co- 
met which appeared, according to New* 
ton's calculation, in the year 1680. On a 
tablet in the side of the sarcophagus b an 
emblematic ^representation, in relief, of 
some of the purposes to which he applied 
his, philosophy. The inscription oooclndes 
curiously thus, 

Sibi gratuletitur mortales 
Talem tantumqoe extittiae 
Hunani G«ieru Decus* 

The corresponding moanment is in me 
mory of the *&ax\ of Stanhope, as eminent 
■u warrior and statesman as Newton had 
been a philosopher. He is represented in 
Roman armour, reposing on a sarcophagus 
also, and under a tent; on the top x>f which 
a figure xf£ Pallas seems at once to fHrotect 
iiim, and point him ont as worthy of ad- 
miration* Both these wtreilcttigned by 
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^n Engii A artist^ and executed by Michael 
Rysbrack. 

England has produced few>^odd>acolpr 

ton; it*would net beincorrecfcl^I^ahottld 

-say none^' with the exceplioa of Mr iBaiii«^ 

-a living nrtitt, '-vrbosiB.best worfcs are- not 

rby^aoiy-inealiacstfttiiatedaocordiDg lo^their 

laanl. ItBwiret'faM'house.alieaialeifigliiie 

of Vieloryrdes^eck iot the tomb ^f a «i^ 

hral officer who^HdR^battk^ asadmiiidb^ 

sexecuted efttoytthiagiifhichihas^beeiirprch- 

duced since the revival of the waU rXhese 

were also two busts tbere^ the one of Mr 

Hastings^ laie viceroy, of Indid> the other 

of the celebrated usurper OK^er Cromwell^ 

which would have done honour to the best 

.' 1^ of seialplure. Most tf the nionumeuls 

in 'thiks^ohotch^re wholly^ woriUess in ^do* 

f Bi^JUnd'exsmttiQn/ and tbe<fe«iir which ha^e 

^aoy rtifent^iedhe' povk of fordgnevSk . t 

'. :One o(ffthe'ivevga»r^weattBoiiiid)Wth4ia; 

i ajinaii '>hote)lanki8trtnre' and aokmn dfi- 

-p9rtati[ntiiwouM 1ucre(auitedithe<c)M2];ab.'ili 

4teh«0tJdB9(B,oWlim3^faiuHiw hMaitt^fae 
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shaiiow iie< looked like one oft the Gotbie 
figures 'Of&xed to a pillar <;^aiHl wheiL he 
began to. move, J. could have faaoied. that 
an embalmed oorpie bad risen from ita cen 
metei7<io say. mass in one: of.ilie chaunt^ 
lies. He led- us with.mnob milily. and 
solemnity to Edward the Conf essoins Am^ 
pel^ and'.showedus there the tomb of that 
holy kiog ; the^ chairs in which the king 
and qoeen are crowned ;. the famons co» 
lonation stone^^broaght hither from Soot<i 
kndj and once. regarded as. the Palladium 
of the royal line;, and; in the same chapel 
certain wasen figures as Jacge as lif^ and 
in fall dress... You have beardJ^^^*^ iiiea<* 
tion the uepresentation .of the. Nattirity afc 
Belem; and^ezolaimiagainsl the.deg«ie-» 
laie taste of the Portngueee> in.erectmg a 
|mpfiei««how among the. tombs of. their 
kings.. It .was not without satisfaction) that 
Iremioded.him.of this on my retara from 
WestmiBBteri Ab^eyi .and told: him I had 
seenjthe was-work, 
' The most interesting fiarl of the edi^oe 
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M the chapel built by Henry VIL and adl^ 
ed by his name. At the upper end isvthe 
bronze tomb of the founder, snrcounded by 
a Gothic screen, which was once richly or* 
namented with statues in its various niches 
and recesses, but most of these have heea 
destroyed. The whole is the work of Tor* 
regiano, an Italian artist, who broke M tchel' 
^ngelo*s nose, and died in Spain under a 
charge of heresy. Since the reign of Eli^ 
zabethi^ no monument has been erected 
to any of the £ngltsh sovereigns: a proofi 
of the coldness which their baneful heresyt 
has produced in the national feeling. . A 
plain marble pavement covers the tajwl 
dead in this splendid chapel, erected by 
one of their ancestors. No one was here 
to be interred who was not of the royal 
family: Cromwell, however, the greal 
usurper, whose name ia held in. higher 
estimation abroad than it seems to be in 
his own country, was deposited here with 
more than royal pomp. It was easier to. 
dispossess him from the grate than £tpm 
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the throne; his bones were dug up by or- 
der of Charles 11. and gibbeted : poor ven- 
geance for a father dethroned and decapi- 
tated, for his own defeat at Worcester, and 
for twelve years of exile I The body of 
Blake, which had been laid with merited 
honours in the same vault, was also re- 
moved, and turned into the church*;ard i 
if the removal was thought necessary^ Eng- 
lish gratitude should at least have raised 
a monument over the man who had raised 
the English name higher thaa ever admi-^ 
ral before hiuK 

One thing struck me, m viewing this 
chorch> as very remarkable. The monu- 
ments- which are within reach of a walk* 
ing-stick are all more or less injured,^ by 
lliat barbarous habit which Englishmen 
have of seeing by the sense of touch, if I 
may so express myself. They can never 
look at any thing without having it in the 
hand, nor show it to another person with- 
out touching it with a stick, if it is widiia 
reach ; I have even noticed in several coU 
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lectioDS'of pictomvxpos^ for nsie, a large; 
printed imeriptioD reqncBtiBg the comiob^ 
sieurs not to touch them. Beeides this 
odd habit^ which is aniTerial^ there is pr6^ 
valent among these people a sort of misf 
chievous manual wit, by which mile-stones 
are commonly d^aced, directing*posta 
broken, and the parapets of bridges throwa 
into th^ river. Their dislike to a passage 
in a book is often-' shewn by tearing the 
leaf^ or scrawling c^t^r the page, whidi ^f« 
jfers from them in political opinion. Here 
is a monument to a Major Andr6, who 
was hanged by Washington as a spy; the 
story was related in reliefi: it had not beea 
erected a month before some person straek 
off Wasfaingteii'si head by wa^ of retalia^ 
tion; somebody of different Bentiments. 
lequited this by knocking off thaheadof 
the major : so the two principal figores ia 
the composition are both headless !^ Fioai. 
sncfa depredations yon might naturally anp^ 
pose that no care is taken- of the dnirebj, 
that stalls are set ^ip- to: it, tliatold womea 
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sell gingerbread nuts there> and porters 
make it a thoroughfare^ as is done in Ham- 
burgh. On the contrary^ no person is 
admitted to see the Abbey for less than two 
shillings; and \hi9 monej, which is col- 
lected by twopences and sixpences^ makes 
part of the revenue of the subordinate 
{Nrk#toTia.UMsjraforflied,,o(hiuclu Ther^ i9 
f^MnwQ^g^mixtare.Qf gi^qabiM? 4^ HH^e- 
Mtfi in-^ecf. thing ii^'llxiscpuotiy.: for 

j^j$iU f^VK thi^ m^\ufii wbifili is oyen 
now compitted^ i% is 6videaLtbjM^.?[ere 
the public indiscriminately admitted^ every 
.thing Yiduable in the church would, soon 
be destroyed* 
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Complexionr of the English contraiiciofy^ 
to their hutorical Theorieij-'''^Chri8iian 
Names, and their Dimnutioes.-^Sy9lem 
of Surnames^ — Names of the Mpnths and 
Dayu^^tHday the unlucky Day.-^St Fa- 
lentinei — Relics of Catholkkln. 

The. ptevalence of dark hair and dark 
complexions among the EngUsb \%- a re- 
markable fact in opposition to all esta- 
blished theories respecting the peoplers of 
the Island. We know that the Celts were 
light or red-haired^ with blue e7e8> by the 
evidence of history ; apd their descendants 
in Wales, and Ireland, and Scotland, still 
continue so. The Saxons, and Angles, 
and Danes, were of the same complexion. 
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How 18 it then that the dark eyes and dark 
hair of' the south should predooiinate i 
Could the Roman breed ba^ been so f;e* 
nerally extended^ er, did< the Spanish oo- 
lony spread further than has been sup* 
posed i Climate will not account for the 
fact; there is not sun enough to ripen a 
grape ; and if the climate could have dark- 
ened the Danes and Saxons,, it would also 
have affected the Welsh ; but they retain 
the marked character of their ancestors. 

The proper names afford no clue; thej 
are mostly indigenous, and the greater 
number of local derivation. Of the bap- 
tismal names the main proportion are Sak- 
oa and Norman ; John, Thomas, and 
Jam^es, are the only common, apostolical 
ones; others indeed occur, but it is rather 
unusual to meet with them. The Old 
Testament has furnished a few ; Hagiolo- 
gy still fewer. Amon^ the men, William 
and John predominate ; Mary and Anne, 
. among the women. In the northern pro- 
vinces I am told that the Catholic names 



Digitized by Google 



276 LSTTER XXIII. . 

Agnes and Agatha are still frequent ; and, 
what is more extraordinary^ our Spanish 
Isabel^ instead of Elizabeth. 

Even these little things are affected bjr 
revolutions of state and the change of man- 
ners, as the storm which wrecks an Armada 
turns the village weathercock. Tbu» the 
partisans^f the Stuarts preferred the nameb 
of James and Charles for their sons ; and 
in the democratic families yon now find 
young Alfreds and Hampdens, Algernons 
and Washington8> growing up. Grace and 
'Prudence were cammon in old times 
among the English ladies; I would not be 
tisiken literally wb«i I say that they are no 
longer to be found amk»g them, and that 
Honour and Faiths Hope and -Charity, 
havedisappeared aswelh The contiiyental 
wars introduced Eugene, and^ FmtiiMmd^ 
and Frederick, into the parish' registers; 
and siAce'the accession of the present fa- 
mily ydtt meet with Georges, Geroliiies, 
* and Chariottes, Augustuses' and Augusk». 
Theprcwlling appetite fornovelahas-had 
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a very general effect. . Tbe manafacturert 
of these preciouB commodities^ as their 
delicate ears could bear none batTOcal ter« 
minations^ either rejected the plain names 
&f their aunts and grandmothers^ or clip* 
ped or stretched them till thej were sha- 
ped into something like sentimental en* 
phony. Under their improying^hands^ lajt^ 
cj was eirtended to Louisa^ Mary to Ma- 
riamne^ Harriet to Henrietta^ and'£liza^ 
beth cut shorter into Eliza* Their readers 
followed their examplewhen they signed 
their nameSj and christened their children. 
Bridget and Joan^ andBorothy andAlice> 
have been' discarded ; and while the moris 
fantastic went abroad for Cecilia^ Amelia^ 
and Wilhelmina> they of a better taste re- 
curred to their own htsrtoiyfor such swe^t 
names as Emma and Bmmeline. 

The manner*inwhiclr the English ab- 
breviate their baptismal names is unac- 
countably irregcdar.' If a boy be christ- 
ened John^ his mother calls him Jacky^ 
and his father Jack ; WHliam in like man- 
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Her becomes Billy or Bill; and Edward> 
Neddy or Ned^ Teddy or Tedj, according 
to the gender of tbe person speaking : a 
whimsical rule not to be paralleled in any 
other language. Mary is changed int9 
Molly and Polly; Elizabeth into Be^sy^ 
Bess^ Betty^ Tetty^ BeUy^ and Tetsy ; Mar- 
garet into MadgCj ^^SSJ» ^^^ ^^SS7 ) ^ 
.which in vulgar language are dipt of their 
.final vowel^ and shortened into monosyl* 
lables. Perhaps^ these last instances ex- 
plain the origin of these anomalous muta- 
tions* Pega and Tetta are old English 
names long since disused^ and only to be 
found in hagiological history; it is evi<- 
dent that these must have been the origi-< 
nals of the diminutives Peggy^ andTetty 
or Tetsy, which never by any process of 
capricious alteration can. be formed from 
Margaret and Elizabeth. The probable 
solution iaj^in each case^ that some person 
formerly bore both names^ who signed 
with the first, and was called at hom^ by 
the second^— thus the diminutive of one 
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became associated with the other : ia the 
next generation one may have been dropl> 
yet the familiar diminutive preservjed ;. and 
this would go on like other family names^ 
in all the subsequent brapchings from the 
original stock. In like manner^ Jacques 
would be the root of Jack ; Theodore or 
Thaddeus^ of Teddy ; ApoUouia of PoUy } 
and Beatrice of Betty. A copious nomea- 
clatore might explain the whole. 

During the late war it becapie a fashion 
to callinfant8>afleE the successful admirals^ 
. — though it would have been more in cha- 
racter to have named ships after t)iem : the 
next generation will have Hoods fmd Nel- 
;8ons in abundance^ who will never set foot 
in the navy. Sometimes an irreverent 
species of wit^ if wit. it may he called^ has 
been indulged, upon this subject: a man 
, whose name is Ball has christened bis 
.three sons^ Pistol^ Musketi and Cannon. 
I have beard of another^ whoj haying aju 
illegitimate .boy> baptized him Nebuchad- 
nezsskT, because^ according to a mode of 
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apeakiog here, he was tcT be sent to grassj 
that is^ nursed by a poor woman in the 
conntry* 

The system of proper name& is simple 
apd eonveni^it. There are no patrony- 
mics^ thesamame never changes, and the 
wife loses hers foF> that of her husband. 
This custom has but lately established it- 
self in-Wdesy where the people are still in 
a state of comparative barbarism. Itiere 
the son of John Thcmias used to be Tho- 
mas Johns^ and his son again John Tho- 
mas ; but this has given way io the Eng- 
lish* mode^ which renders it easy to trace a 
descend.' The names in general^ like the 
language^ though infinitely less barbarous 
than the'Gefnmn> are- sufficiently uncouth 
to a southern eye/ and sufficiently caoo- 
'phonous to a southern ear. 

The months are called mfter the Latin as 
•with us> and differrather less from the ori- 
ginal^ as only the terminations are altered. 
But the days of the week .keep the names 
^iven them by the Saxon Fi^anst^ Luna 
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19 Moadaf or the diqr ^of Ae Moofe; Uar^ 
te$t Tuesday or Tidsco^t day ; Mi0rvol», 
Wedticsday or WodeD'« day ; Jnewm, 
Thursday or Thoi's day ; Fietfrn^ Friday 
or Frea'sxlay ; Sabad^f Saturdty opSurlar^^ 
day ; > Dmmfpi^ StiiMiay or^be dajr of the 
San^ Saturday indeed is aaually deduced 
from Dm Saffirm ; but it k not lUc«iy tlMt 
this RomAa d^ity shovM bat^iitiaiiitattted 
bis post singly^ wheH all'thereat'Of hi» 
fellows were displaced. 
. Friday^ instead of Tuesday^ is the uih 
iQekydayof' thei£ngltsb^ who are jusi as 
superstitious as we -are, thovgh in a dif* 
ferefxt way; It is^ the comttoir day >of*ez^ 
ecutio^i, except hi case» of murder; wheD> 
aa Ae- sentenoe ta by 1«W' to be executed 
the day aft^ it is prooouoced^ it is always 
pasMd on>Satonhiyy that the eriminal may 
haYe the SabbMb ta make 'his 'peace with 
Heavea. I oould remark «mere freely upon 
the inhumanity <of allowing so Aort a re- 
spite, did I BOtitasember the worse 4nbu« 
ntaaity4>£ wij^oldiug the sacrament from 
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wretchei la this dfeadfol sitostion. No 
person here is ever married on a Friday ;. 
noi will the sailors, if they can posaibly 
avoid it, put to sea upon that d^^ : these 
follies are contagious ; and the captains,, 
as well as the crew, will rather lose a fair 
wind than begin the voyage so unluckily^ 
Sailors> we know, are every whore super* 
stitious, and well may they be so. 

If At rains, on St Switbin's, they fancy, 
it will rain every day for the ne^ct forty 
days. On St Valentine's it is believed 
that the birds choose their mates ; and the 
first person yon see in the morning is to: 
be your lover, whom they call a Valentine, 
after the saint. Among the many odd 
things which I shall take home, is one of 
the pieces of cut paper whidb they send 
about on thii day, with verses in the mid- 
dle, us^ally acrostics, to accord with the 
hearts, and darU, and billing doves repre- 
sented all raund, either in colours or by 
the scissarit How a saint and a bishop 
came ta be the national Cupid, Heaven 
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knows ! Even one of their owa poetf has 
thought it extraordinary. 

Bishop Valentine 
Left U8 einunples to do deeds of charity ; 
To feed the hungry, dotbe the naked, visit 

' The weak and sick^to eatertain the poor,. 

' And give the dead a Christian funeral. 

. These were the works of piety he did practise^ 
And bade us imitate ; not look for lovers 
Or handsome images to please our setases* 

The hereticS) you see^ need not ridicufe 
Qs for bleeding o^r horses on St Stephen's^ 
and grafting our trees on the day of the 
Annunciation. 

Many other traces of the old religion 
remain in the calendar, and indeed every 
where^ but all to as little purpose^ Christ* 
mas. Candlemas^ Lady-day^ Michaelmiu; 
they are become mere words^ and the pri- 
mary signification utterly out of mind. In 
the map you see St Alban's, St Neot'a, 
St Columb% Sec. The churches all over 
the country are dedicated to saints whose 
legends are quite forgotten^ even npon the 
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Spot, Yea ifld a atalaesof King GWIm 
in the place of Cbarmg-Giots^ohe of the 
bridges is called Black-Friars, one of the 
streets the Minories. Tliere is a place 
called 4he Sanctuary, a Pater-Noster-Kow, 
and an- Ave^Maria^Lane. Everywhere I 
find these vestiges of Gatholimm, which 
give to a Catholic a feeling of deeper me- 
lancholy^ than the scholar, feels amid tHe 
ruins of Rome or Athens. 
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iPknnin-ifiymaUd from M Poflc.— r«jFo»» 
iMmH»g.r^8hodtmg.^JDk:ttmHMioh ^ th0 
' Gamtvt^RumljSporU. 

Th fi-kiog of Eogland has a regular bsg* 
4a«li:ogrec^ in 4ii» riioosehold ! a Delic no 
dottbfe ^{dirtier iimea ; for the.EnglUi are 
ft irulypeleao j^eopki- and have '^as abhorr 
fence 'Of all -v^sfiam. • This loathsome^ ior 
4iect>«e6m5rtg^ have been '.imported Uam 
.dFraftoe. >An TSngiwh traveller of (he>earlj 
f»art of tbe deiFei^eef th oenivaycatin it 4h^ 
^reMhlptffiaiie i >wJiioh:>8haiild4iQi>|}r4itber 
4kftt( tbe'iiee^ ^asr^uaJuiQwa ,19 .bis.;time|,.or 
heA blieBLrife9iiewIyirii9f)OEl€Kl asitoWAtUI 
j^gafd6drefr«if>Ffeiiol^B«iu. .Iti»4lilL«oi^ 
AnfsA t^hrg^citien, and isealledin lAifi 
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the London bug ; a proof of foreign e^'* 
traction. 

Il seems to be the cnrse of this country 
to catch Termin from all oth^^rs : the Hes- 
sian fly devours their turnips; an insect 
from America has fastened upon theapple- 
treesj and is destroying them ; it travek 
onward about a league in a year^ and no 
means have yet been discovered of check- 
ing its progress* The cockroach of the 
IVest Indies infests all houses near the 
Tiver in London^ and all sea-port towns ; 
and the Norway rats have fairly extirpated 
the aboriginal ones^ and taken possession 
of the land by right of conquest. As they 
came in about the same time as the reign* 
ing family^ the partisans of the Stuarts 
used to call them Hanoverians*. They 
multiply prodigiously^ and their boldness 
and ferocity almost surpass belief: I have 
been told of men from whose heads they 
have sucked the powder iamd pomatum du- 
ring their sleep^ and of children whom 
they have attacked in the night aqd man* 
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gted. If the animals of the North should 
migrate^ like their country barbarians^ in 
succesttve sboalsj each shoal fiercer than 
the last^ it is the hamsters' tarn to come 
after the rats^ and the people of England 
innst take care of themselves. An inya- 
sion by lafVs aad gun*boats would be lesa 
dangeromt. 

A lady of J.'s acquaintance was exceed^ 
ingly desirous^ when she was in Andalusia> 
to bring a few live locusts home with her^ 
4hat she might introduce auch beautiful 
creatures into England. Certainlyj had she 
sacceeded^ she ought to have applied to the 
board of agriculture for a reward* 

Foxes are imported from France in time 
•o{ peace, and turned loose upon the south 
coast to keep up the breed for hunting. 
There is certainly no race of people, not 
evea Ibe hunting, tribes of savages, who 
delight so passicmately a$ the English in 
tbis sport The fox-hunter of ^he, last 
generation. wl^ a cbaracter as utterly. un- 
like any oth^ in soQiety, and as totally ab- 
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•orbed in bis own piino]t% at the alcbe* 
misti Hit wh<He tboughta were respect- 
ing bis hounds and horses ; bis whole 
maautfy, that (be weather might befavoor- 
able for the sport ; bis whole conversation 
was. of the bennel and stable, • and ^f the 
hifltorj of bis chases. , One of the last of 
this species^ who died not many.jcaniago^ 
finding' bionelfaeriottslyillj rode off to the 
nearest townij and bade tfaewaEter of the 
jim« briog faimi in Jsome oysters and porter^ 
and; 90 for ia physician. Wben. the. physic 
dkn aifrivedbQ^dto him, F-JDiootDr^ lam 
devilish JU>*«t^aDdi yon must cqto me by 
next months that I inay be ready for fox- 
fannting*'' This, however^ was beyond the 
ddcter^s power. One of his acqvnintance 
called in ttpoh bim some little 4im^ after^ 
and askjed what was bis oooiplaint. ''They 
tetl me^** said he^ ^' 'tisa^lyspepsy. I don't 
Inaw what tbalt i^, bat »me dfimn'd thing 
eir dther, I suppose i'^-^a ' definition of 
-Whiiib eTery sick man ^ill ^feel ^tbe -foweui 
^Bai tUs-faoe is entiB(% ot eaieiaionly 



Digitized by Google 



FOX-HUMT£ft8. M9 

m a few (mmilies^ in which the passion hat 
so long been handed down from father to 
son^ that it is become a sor( of hereditary 
disease* The great alteration in society 
which has taken place during the present 
reigiij tends to make men more like one 
another. The agriculturist has caught the 
spirit of commerce ; the merchant is edu- 
cated like the nobleman ; the sea-officer has 
the polish of high life; and London is now 
so often visited^ that the manners of the 
metropolis are to be fdtind in every coun- 
tiy gentleman's house. But ibough hunt- 
ing has ceased to be the exclusive business 
of any person's life^ except a huntsman^ 
^ it is still pursued with an ardour and des- 
perate perseverance beyond even that of 
savages : 4he prey is their object^ for which 
they set their snares or lie patiently in 
wait :— ^here the pleasure is in the pursuit. 
It is no uncommon thing to read in the 
newspapers of a chase of ten or twelve 
leaguesj — remember^ all Uiis at full speedy ' 
^d without jntermission^—dogs^ men^ 
VOL. I. o 
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^nd horses eqiii^j ei^gei: anc) lequ^lj de* 
lighted^ tboygh pot ^qf^ally f^tiguf d. Facts 
are recorded in the anpids of spojritiQgA hpw. 
the htt||t^ ^ifBftlj unable to esbcape^ has 
sprang from a precipice, and some of the 
hounds ]iHYe fpUowed its wd of ft stag, 
whicbj after ooe of the^ i^na^erciful purf« 
suits, retumisd to it^ own lair, and, leapiqg 
a high bpipidary with its la^t eflfort, drpp« 
ped dowp de^, — the only hound which 
had kept up with it to the last, djing ia 
like manner by its aide* The prieiieiit kijQgy 
who is rein^rkabjiy fond of th^ sport, onee 
foUoyred a deer till the creatore died with 
pure fatiguf • 

This w^ th^ only English custom which 
William of Nassau thoroughly and hearti* 
ly ttdopted^ as if he had be^n anfiqgli^ 
man himself. He was a9 f»^^i^U\j ^- 
dieted %9 it. ^ b][s pesm^ ^QC^S^Qi^ i^fii 
ro4€f ^p; hQld}y> maldng it a poinJt pf honoiac : 
neyer.t^ h$ outdone in any leap^ .hqw^v^ 
prions. : A cettijift ^|r Cherryj^ w^io. wa# 
deyotlpd^to. the exited fym\y,:tMk:wcB^^ 
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sio8 of this^ to form perhaps the most 
pc^rdoaable desiga which ever was laid 
agaiost a king's life. He regularly joined 
the royal houads^ put himself foremost, 
and took the most desperate leaps, in the 
hope that William might break his neck 
in following him. One day, however, he 
accomplished one so imminently hazard-^ 
oiM^ ;tbat the king* when he came to the 
spot, shook his head and drew back. 

Shooting is pursued with the same zeaL 
Many* a man, w1k>, if a walk of three 
leagues were proposed to him, would shrink 
from it as an exertion beyond his strength, 
will walk from snn*rise till a laie dinner 
hour, with a gun upon his shoulder, over 
heath and mountain, never thinking of 
diatanee^ and never feeling fatigue. A 
game book, as it is called, is one of there* 
golar publications, -herein the spoctsman 
may keep an account of all the game he 
kills,, the time wben^ the place where, and 
chroniele the whole history of his caan*. 
pflignA>! The piftservation <rf the {fame be* 
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comes necessurilj an object of peculiar in* 
terest to the gentry^ and the laws upon 
this subject are enforced with a rigour un« 
known in any other part of Europe. In 
spite of tbis^ it becomes scarcer every yeaiv: 
poaching^ that is, killing game without a 
privilege so to do, is made a trade : the 
stage coaches carry it from all parts of the 
kingdom to the metropolis for sale, and 
the larders of all the great inns are regu- 
larly supplied ; they who would eagerly 
punish the {>oacherj never failing to en- 
courage him by purchasing from his em- 
ployers. Another cause of destruction 
arises from the resentment of the farmers, 
who think that, as the animals are fed upon 
their grounds, it is hard that they should 
be denied the privilege of profiting by them. 
At a public meeting of the gentry in one 
of the northern provinces, a hampier 4:ame 
directed to the president, containing two 
thousand partridges^ eggs carefully packed. 
Some species by these continual pefsecu* 
tjions have been quite toot/dd out, others. 
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are nearly extinct^ and others only to be 
found in remote parts of the island. 
Sportsmen lament tbis^ and naturalists laf 
menl it also with better reason. 

One of the most costly works which I 
shall bring home is a complete treatise 
upon rural sports^ with the most beautiful 
decorations that 1 have ever seen : it con- 
tains all possible information upon the 
subject, the best instructions, and annals 
of these sciences, as they may be termed 
' in England. I have purchased it as an 
exquisite specimen of English arts, and 
excellently characteristic of the country, 
more especially as being the^ work of a 
clergyman. He might have seen in his 
. Bible that the mighty hunters there are not 
' mentioned as examples ; and that, when 
Christ called the fishermen, he bade them 
leave the pursuit, for from thenc^ortk 
they should catch men* 
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Poor-'Lamd — Work-Hotuei.'^St^iringB of 
the Poor /ram the CUmate^^^Dangerouu 
State ofEmgUmi during the Scarcity. -^ 
The Poor not bHiered by the Progrtu bf 
CmUxatum. 

With us charity is a religious daty, with 
the Eoglidi it is aa affair of low. We 
support the poor by alms; in Engianda 
tax is levied to keep them from starving^ 
andy enormous a» the amount of this tax 
is, it is scarcely sufficient for the purpose. 
This evil began immediately upon the 
dissolution of the monasteries. They who 
were accustomed to receive food at the 
convent door^ where they could ask it 
without shame because it was given as an 
act of piety, had then none to look up to 
for bread, A system of parish taxation 
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inrai soon thecefore efttabllsbed^ and heW 
Iftws from time to time enacted to redress 
new grietances^ the evil still otifegroWing 
tbe remed/j till this p6or-lawt faav6 become 
tbe disgrace of the statates^ and it is sup- 
posed that at this day a tenth part of the 
whole population of Englahd receive regu- 
lar parish pay. 

The disposal of this money is vested in 
certain officers called overseers. Tbe office 
is so troubiesbtne th^ the getitry.ral^ely or 
never undertake it, and it usually devolves 
upon people rather below the middle rank, 
who are rigidly parsimonious in the distri- 
bution of their trust If they were uni- 
formly thus frugal of the parish purse, it 
^ofuld be kiudable, or at least excusable ; 
but where their own enjoyments are con- 
turned, they are inexcusably lavish of the 
ttoney collected for better purposes. Oh 
every pretext of parish business, however 
slight, a dimier is ordered for the officers. 
While they indulge themselves they deal 
hardty by the poor, and give relnetatntly 
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what Ihey catinot withholdr The bead** 
mao at the convent door receives a bkss- 
ing with bis pittance^ but the poor man 
here i« made to feel his poverty as a re- 
proach ; his scanty relief is bestowed un« 
graciously^ and ungraciously received ; 
.there is neither charity in hioi that gives^ 
nor gratitude in him that takes. Nor is 
this the worst evil : as eaph parish is bound 
to provide, for its own poor^ an endkss 
spurce of oppression and litigation arises 
from the necessity of keeping out all per* 
sons likely to become chargeable. We talk 
of the liberty of (he English^ and they talk 
pf their own liberty ; but there is no liber* 
ty in England for the poor. They are no 
longer sold with the, soil^ it is true; but 
.they cannot quit the ^oil^ if there be any 
probability or suspicion that age or iiiSr- 
mity may disable them. If in such a case 
they endeavour to remove to some situa* 
tioa where they hope more easily to. main- 
tain themselves^, where work is more plen* 
tifulj or provisions che^perj, the overseers 
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tr6 alanned ; the intnider is apprehended 
as'if he were it crimina]^ and sent back to 
bis own parish. Wherever a pauper dies^ 
that parish must be at the cost of his fune- 
ral: instances therefore have not been 
wanting^ of wretches in the last stage. of 
disease having been hurried away in an 
open cart upon straw^ and dying upon the 
road. Nayj even women in the very pains 
of labour have been driven ontj and have 
perished by the way-side^ because the 
birth-phce of the child would be its pa- 
rish. Such acts do not pass without repre- 
hension ; but no adequate punishment can 
be inflicted^ and the root of the evil lies 
in the laws. 

The principle upon which the poor-laws 
seem to have been framed is this t The 
price of labour is conceived to be adequate 
to the support of the labourer. If the 8e&» 
son be unusually hard^ or his family larges 
than he can maintain, the parish then as* 
sists him ; rather affording a specific re- 
lief^ tjian raising the price of labour^ be« 
oft 
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cause if wages were increased, it wottld in- 
jure the maia part of the labouring poor in- 
ttead of benefiting them : a tactj hoii^fer 
mortifying to the national character^ stiffi* 
ciently proved by experience* They wduld 
spend more maney at the alehouse, work* 
ing less and drinking more^ till the habits 
of idleness and drunkenness strengthening 
each other^ would reduce them to a state 
of helpless and burthensome poverty. Pa» 
rish pay, therefore, is a mean^ devised tot 
increasing the wBiges of those persons only 
to whom the increase is ready advantage* 
ous, and at times only when it is feally ne« 
ce^ary. 

Plausible as this may at first appe at, it is 
fallacious, as all reasonings will be found 
which assume for their basis the depravity 
of human nature. The industrious by 
this plan are made to suffer for the spend- 
thrift. They are prevented from laying* by 
the surplus of their earnings for the sup- 
port of their declining years» lest others 
not so provident should squander it*. Btit 
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the conseqa^nce is^ that the parish is at 
hat obliged to support both ; for, if the 
laboarer in the pritkie of hiii youth atid 
strength cannot earti more than his sub^ 
sistence, he must necessarily in his old 
age earn less. 

When the poor are incapable of con- 
tributing any longer to their own support, 
they are removed to what is called the work- 
house. I cannot expriess to you the feel- 
ing' of hbpelessness aind dread i^ith which 
all the decent poor look on to'this wretch- 
ed termination of a life of labour. To this 
place all vagrants are sent for punishment ; 
unmarried women with child go here to be 
delivered ; and poor orphans and base-born 
children are brought up here till th^y are 
of age to be apprenticed off; the other in- 
mates are those ubhappy people who aire ut« 
Verly helpless, parish idiots and madmen, 
IJhe blind and the palsied, and the old f^ho 
at^ fairly Worn out It is not in the na- 
ture of things that the i^operiht^fidahtd of 
^ch ihstitutiottd as fliese sbotdd bie gentle- - 
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hearted^ when the superintendance is un* 
dertaken merely for the sake of the salary ; 
find, in this country, religion is oat of the 
question* There are always enough com- 
petitors for the management, among those 
people who can get no better situation ; 
but, whatever kindliness of disposition they 
may bring with them to the task, it is soon 
perverted by the perpetual sight of depra- 
vity and of suffering. The management 
of children who grow up without one na- 
tural affection— where there is none to love 
them, and consequently none whom they 
can love — would alone be sufficient to 
sour a happier disposition than is usually 
brought to the government of a woilc« 
housie. 

To this society of wretchedness the la- 
bouring poor of England look on, as their 
last resting-place on this side the grave;, 
and rather than enter abodes so miserable^ 
they, endure the severest privations as 
long as it is possible to exist A feeling, 
of honest pride makes them shrink fronx 
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a place where guilt aad poverty are con- 
foanded; and it is heart-breaking foi 
those who have reared a family of their 
oyfu, to be subjected in their old age to the 
harsh and unfeeling authority of persons 
younger than themselves^ neither better 
born nor better bred. They dread also the 
disrespectful "and careless funeral which 
public charity, or rather law, bestows ; 
and many a wretch denies himself the few 
sordid comforts within his reach^ thathe 
may hoard up enough to purchase a more 
decent burial, a better shroud, or a firmer 
coffin, than the parish will afford. 

The wealth of this nation is their own 
boast, and the envy of all the rest of Eu* 
rope; yet in no other country is there so 
much poverty — ^nor is poverty any where 
else attended with such actual suffering. 
iPoot as our own country is, the poor Spa- 
niard has resources and comforts which are 
denied to the Englishman : above all, he 
^lyoys a climate which rarely or never 
subjects him to physical suffering. Per , 
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hap^ the pain — the positive bodily paia 
which the poor here endure from cold, 
may be esteemed the ti^orst evil of their 
po'terty. Coal is every where dear, ex- 
cept in the neighbourhood of the collieries ; 
and especially so in London, where the 
number of the poor is of course greatest.. 
You dee women raking the ashes in the 
irtireets^ for the sake of the half-burnt cin- 
ders. What a picture does one of their 
houses present in the depth of winter f 
the old cowering over a few embers — tbe 
children shivering in' rags, paie and itvid — 
all the activity and joyousness natural to 
iheir time of life chilled within them'. — 
The nutnberiS who perish from diseased 
produced by exposure to cold and rain^ by 
unwholesome food, and by the want of 
enough even of that^ wbuld startle ad well 
as shock you. Of the childreii of th^ 
poor, hardly one-tbird are ffeared. 

Dliring the late war the internal peace 
cff the country was twice endangered by 
scarcities. Many riots broke diit^ though 
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fewer than were apprehended^ and though 
the people on the whole behaved with ex^ 
emplary patience. Nor were the rich deft* 
cient in charity. There is no country itt 
the world where mondy is so willingTy 
given for public purposes of acknowledged 
utility. Subscriptions were raised in all 
parts^ and associations formed^ to supply 
the distressed with food, either gratuitous- 
}y, or at a cheaper rate thaa the market 
price. But though the danger was felt and 
confessed^ and though the military force 
of London was called out to queK an inci« 
pient insurrection, no measures have been 
taken to prevent a return of the evil. With 
all its boasted wealth and prosperity, Eng- 
land is at the mercy of the seasons. One 
nnfttvourablefaarvest occasions dearth : and 
what the consequences of famine would be 
in a countiy where the poor are already so 
numerous and so Wretched, is a question 
which the boldest statesman dares not ask 
himi^elf. When volunteer forces were rai- 
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led over the kingdom^ the poor were eac« 
eluded; it was not thought safe to trust 
them wrth arms. But the peasantry are^ 
and ought to be> the strength of every 
country ; and woe to that country where 
the peasantry and the poor are the same ! 

Many causes have contributed to the 
rapid increase of this eviL The ruinqus 
wars of the present reign^ and the oppres- 
sive system of taxation pursued by the late 
premier^ are among the principal. But die 
manufacturing system is the main cause ; 
it is the inevitable tendency of that system 
to multiply the number of the poor^ and 
to make them viciousi diseased^ and mi- 
serabl* 

To answer the question concerning the 
comparative advantages of the savage and 
social statesy as Rousseau has done, is to 
commit high treason against human nar 
turej and blasphemy against Omniscient 
Goodness ; but they who say that society 
ought to stop where it is^ aad that it has 



Digitized by Google 



NO IMPROVBMBNT AHONO POOR. SOS 

no farther amelioratiott to expect^ do not 
less blaspbeme the. one, and betray the 
other. The improvements of society never 
reach the poor: they have been station- 
ary^ while the higher classes were pro- 
gressive. The gentry of the land are bet- 
ter lodged, better accommodated^ better 
educated than their ancestors; the poor 
man lives in as poor a dwelling as his 
forefathers whetl they were slaves of the 
soil, works as hard, is worse fed, and not 
better taaght. His situation, therefore, is 
relatively worse. There is, indeed, no in- 
superable bar to his rising into a higher or- 
der-*his children may be tradesmen, mer- 
chants, or even nobles — but this political 
advantage is no amendment of his actual 
state. The best conceivable state for man 
is that wherein he has the full enjoyment 
of all his powers, bodily and intellectual. 
This is the lot of the higher classes in Eu- 
rope; the poor enjoys neither — the sa* 
va^ only the form». If, therefore, re 
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ligioli were out of tbe question^ it bad 
beea bapt)ier for the poor mao to have 
been bojtti aikoiig uivmgeB, than in a civi- 
. lized ooontry^ wbere he is in faet tbe vio- 
.tim of civiliaMiOD* 
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Saini Fautt.— Anecdote of a female Es- 
quimaux, — Defect of Grecian Architec- 
ture in cold Climatesi — Nakedness of the 

Church Monuments. — Pictures offered 

hy Sit Joshua Reynolds, S^c, and refused. 
Ascent.^Viewfrom the Summit. 

The cathedral church of St Paul's b Mt 
mor^ celebrated Uiau it deser?e6 to be. 
No other nation in modern tiine» has feat- 
ed BO magnificent a moninnent of piety. I 
never behold it without regretting thatsncfi 
a church diould be appropriated to here- 
tical worship 5~that, like a whiled sef)ut 
obre, there should be death within. 

In the court before the grand ewirance 
stands a statue of Queen Anne^ in^ead of 
a cross ; a figure as iil-e^tecuted as it is il^ 
placed^ whtcbbaapfOiedkedsOiiMej^igmiBt 
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even in this country^ indifferent as the 
taste in scnlptnre is here^ and little as is the 
sense of reUgions decoram. On entering 
the church I was impressed by its magni* 
tnde. A fine anecdote is related of the 
effect this produced upon a female Esqui- 
maux : — quite overpowered with wonder 
when she stood under the dome, she Iean« 
. ed upon her conducror, as if sinking un« 
der the strong feeling of awe^ and fear- 
fully asked hiip, '' Did man make it i 
or was it put here V* My own sensations 
were of the same character^ yet it was 
. wonder at human power unmingled with 
any other kind of awe; not that feeling 
which a temple should inspire ; not so 
. much a sense that the building in which I 
stood was peculiarly suitable for worship^ 
.as that it could be suitable for nothing else* 
Gothic architecture produces the effect of 
sublimity, though always without simpli* 
eity, and often without magnitude; so 
perhaps does the Saracenic ; if the Grecian 
ever produce the same effect it is by mag- 
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Bkude alone. But the architectore of the 
aocieots is altered^ and maierially injured 
by the alteration^ when adapted to cold 
climates, where it is necessary when the 
light is admitted to exclude the air : the 
windows have always a littleness, always 
appear misplaced ; they are noles cut in 
the wall : not, as in the Gothic, natural 
and essential parts of the general structure. 
The air in all the £nglish churches 
which I have yet entered is damp, coldy 
confined, and unwholesome, as if the graves 
beneath tainted it. No better proof can 
be required of the wisdom of enjoining 
incense. I have complained that the area 
in their ordinary churches is crowded ; but 
the opposite fault is perceivable in this 
great cathedral. The choir is but a very 
small part of the church ; service was go- 
ing on there, being hurried over as usual 
in week-days, and attended only by two 
or three old women, whose piety deserved 
to meet with better instructors. The ver« 
g&r$, however/ paid so muQh respect to 
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thifl service, such as it is, that they would 
not show us the church till it was over. 
Tbew ftie. DO chapels, aa other altar than 
that in the choir; — for what then can the 
heretics have erected so huge an edifice ? 
It is as purposeless as the Pyramids. 

i Here are suspended all the flags which 
were taken in the naval victories of the late 
wai. I do not think that thejiatural feel- 
ing which arose within me at seeing the 
Spanish colours among them influences 
me, when I say that they do not ornament 
the church, and that, even if they did, the 
church is not the place for them. .They 
might be appropriate offerings in- a temple 
of M^es ; hat certainly there is nothing in 
the revealed will of God which teaches us 
that he should be better pleased with the 
blood of nan in battle, than with that of 
bulla and of goats in saorifice. The palace, 
tfadhoQses of legislatufe, the admiralty, and 
the towep where the regalia are deposited; 
should be decorated with these trophies ; 
so .also {(hould Greenwich be, the noble 
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aayluni for their old seamen ; and even in 
the church a flag might perhaps fitly be 
hong over the tomb of him who won it 
and fell in the viclary, MoBMteDts aie 
erecting here to all the naval captains wha 
fell in these actions ; some of them are 
not finbhed; those which are do little 
honour to the artists of England. The art* 
ists know not what to do with their villain* 
ons costume^ and^ to avoid uniforms in 
marble^ make their unhappy statute half 
naked. One of these represents the dying 
captain as falling into NepUme*s arms ;-^ 
a dreadful siluation ffx a dying captain it 
would, be-^he would certainly take the old 
sea^god for the deviU' and the trident for the 
pitchfork wiU) which he tosses about souk 
in the. ^.. Will seelptors never perceive 
the ab«ef diiy of allegonang in stome I 

Thef e eie. but few q{ these moMmtnto 
a^ yetj b^Ai^e the English never thought 
of making St Paul's. the mausoleam of 
thdr great mi9n^ till th^ had etowded 
W^altminster AUiey wtdi the illnslrioua 
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and the obscure indiscriminately. Tbej 
now seem to have discovered tbe nakedness 
of tUs hoge edi6ce,and to vote pariia- 
mentary monaments to every sea captain 
wha fiiUs in battle, for the sake of filling 
it as fast as possible. This is making the 
honour too common. It is only the name 
of the commander in chief which is al- 
ways necessarily connected with that of 
the victory ; he, therefore, is the only in* 
dividual to whom a national monument 
ought to be erected^ If he survives the 
action, and it be thought expedient, as I 
willingly allow it to be, that every victory 
should have its monument, let it be, like 
the stone at Thermopylae, inscribed to the 
memory of all who fell. The commander 
in chief may deserve a separate commemo^ 
ration : tbe responsibility of tbe engage- 
ment rests^upon him; and to him the me* 
lit of the victory, as far as professional 
skill is entitled to it, will, whether justly 
or not, be attributed, though assuredly in 
most cases with the strictest justice* But 
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whatever may have been the merit of the 
subordinate officers^ the rank which they 
hold is not sufficiently conspicuous. The 
historian will mention them^ but the reader 
will not remember them because they are 
•mentioned but oncej and it is only to 
those who are remembered that statues 
'should be voted ; only to those who live in 
the hearts and in the mouths of the peo- 
ple. '' Who is this?" is a question which 
will be asked at every statue ; but if after 
the verger'has named the person represent- 
ed it is still necessary to ask^ '' Who is 
•hef* the statue is misplaced in a national 
mausoleum. 

These monuments are too few as yet 
to produce any other general effect than a 
.wish that there were more; and the naked- 
Aess of these wide walb without ahar^ 
chapel^ confessional, picture, or offering, 
is striking and dolorous as you may tmp- 
.pose. Yet if such honours were awarded 
without any immediate political motive^ 
there 4nre m«Dy for wbma they might jnsih 

VOL. I. B 
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]y be claimed ; for Cook for instancej the 
first oaTigator, without reproach ; for 
Bmce^ the most intrepid and succeesful of 
modem travellers ; for lady Wortley Mon-* 
tagnej the best of all letter-writers, and 
the benefactress of Europe. '' 1/ said W., 
who was with me, '^ should demand one for 
Sir Walter Raleigh ; and even you, Spa- 
niard as you are, would not, I think> con- 
test the clium; it ahould be for intro- 
ducing ' tobacco into Christendom^ for 
which he deserves a statue of pipe-makers' 
claj.'' 

Some five-and-twenty or thirty years 
ago the best English artists offered to paint 
pictures and give them to this cathedral ; — 
England had never greater painters to boast 
of than at that time. «The thing, however^ 
was not so easy as you might imagine, 
and it was necessary to obtain the consent 
of the bishop^ thexshapter, the lord mayor, 
and the king. ' The king leaves the arts, 
and willingly consented; the lord mayor 
and the chapter made no olyjection ; but 
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the bishop positively refused ; for no other 
reason^ it is said^ than hecause the Brst ap* 
plication had not been made to him. Per- 
haps some puritanical feeling may have 
been mingled with this despicable pride, 
some leven of the old Iconoclastic and 
Lutheran barbarism; but as long as the 
names of Barry and of Sir Joshua Reynolds 
are remembered in this country^ and re- 
membered they wiU be as long as the works 
and the fame of « painter can endure, so 
long will the provoking absurdity of this 
refusal be execrated.* 
The monuments and the body of the 

* A stoiy, even less honoonble than thb to the 
dean and eiuipter af St Flaul's is current at tbis 
present time» which if false should be contradicted) 
and if true shoukl be generally known. Upon the 
death of Barfy the painter it was wished to erect a 
tablet to his memory in this cathedral, and the dean 
and' chapter were applied to for permission so to 
do : the answer was, that the fee was a thcusaod 
pounds. In reply to this unexpected demand^ it 
was represented that. Barry had been a poor man» 
and that the monument was designed by his friepds 
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cbarch may be seen gratuitously ; a price 
is required for admittance to any thing 
aboye stain, and for fourpenny, sixpenny, 
and shilling fees we were admitted to see 
the curiosities of the building ; — a model 
something differing from the pi«sent struc- 
ture, and the woric of the same great ar- 
chitect ; a geciodetrical staircase; at the 
top of which the door closes with a tre- 
mendous sound; the clock, whose huge 
bell in a calm day, when what little wind 
is stirring is from the east, may be heard 

as a mark of respect to his genius : that ft would 
not be laige, and consequently might stand in a si- 
tuation where there was not room for a laiger. Upon 
this it was answered, that, in consideration of these 
circumstances, perhaps five hundred pounds might 
4i>e taken. A second remonstrance was made, a chap- 
ter was convened to consider the matter, and the fi- 
nal answer was» that nothing lescfthan a thousand 
pounds could be taken* 

' If diisbefiilseitsboiddbepublidyoontmdictedy 
ei^ecially as any thing dishonourable will be rea- 
dily believed concerning St Paul's, since Lord Nd- 
Bon's coffin was shown there in the grave ibr a 
shilling a haad-^Tiu 
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five leagues over the plain at Windsor ( 
and a whispering gallerjj the great amuse- 
ment of children and wonder of women, 
and which is indeed at first sufficiently 
startling. It is just helow the dome ; and 
when I was on the one side and my guide 
on the other, the whole breadth of the 
dome being between us, he shut-to the 
door, and the sound was like a peal of 
thunder rolling aojiong the mountains. — 
The scratch of a pin against the wall, and 
the lowest whisper, were. distinctly heard 
across. The inside of the. cupola is co- 
vered with pictures by a certain Sir Jame9 
Thomhilh.they are too high to be seen 
distinctly from any place except the gallery 
immediately un^er them, and if there were 
nothing else to repay the fatigue of the 
ascent it would be labour in vaii^. 

Much as I had been impressed by the 
size of the building on first entering it, 
my sense of its magnitude was heightened 
by the prodigious length of the passages 
which we traversed, and the seeming end* 
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letsness of the steps we moanted. We 
kept close to our conductor with a sense of 
danger : that it is dangerous to do other- 
wise was exemplified not long since by a 
person who lost himself here^ and remain- 
ed two days and nights in this dismal soli* 
tade. At length he reached one of die 
towers in the front ; to make himself heard 
was impossible; he tied his handkerchief 
to his sticky and hung it out as a signal of 
distress, which at last was seen from be- 
low, and he was rescued. The best plan 
in such cases would be to stop the clock, 
if the way to it could be found. 

In all other towers which I had ever 
ascended, the ascent was fatiguing, but no 
wap frightful. Stone steps winding round 
and round i^ stone pillar from the bot- 
tom up to the top, with just room to ad- 
mit you between the pillar and the wall, 
make the limbs ache and the head giddy, 
but there is nothing to give a sense of dan- 
ger. Here was a totally different scene : 
the ascent was up the cupola, by stair* 
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Ceaeit and stages of wood, which had all 
the seeming insecurity of scaffolding. Pro* 
jecting beams hang with cobwebs aud 
black with dust, the depth below/ the ex« 
tent of the gloomy dome within which we 
were enclosed^ and the light which just 
served to show all this, sometimes dawn- 
ing before us, sometimes fading away be- 
hind, now shiniting from one side, and 
now leaving vs almost in otter darkness : 
of such materials you may conceive how 
terrifying a scene may be formed, and you 
know, how deUghtful it is to contemplate 
images of terror with a sense of security* 

Having at last reached the summit of 
the dome, I was contented. The way up to 
the cross was by a ladder; and as we could 
already see as far as the eye could reacb, 
there was nothing above to reward me for a 
longer and more laborious ascent. The old 
bird's-eye views which are now disused be- 
cause they are out of fashion, were of more 
use than any thing which supplies their 
place : half plain, half picture, they gave 
an idea of the place which they represented' 
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more accurately than pictures, and more 
vividly than plans* I would have climbed 
St Paul's, if it had been only to see Lon- 
don thus mapped below me, and though 
there had been nothing beautiful or sublime; 
in the view : few objects, however, are so 
sublime, if by sublimity we understand 
that which completely fills the imagination, 
to the utmost measure of its powers, as 
the view of a huge city thus seen at once : 
— house-roofs, the chimneys of which 
formed so many turrets ; towers and stee- 
ples ; the trees and gardens of the inns of 
court and the distant squares forming so 
many green spots in the map; Westminster 
Abbey on the one hand with Westminster 
Hall, an object scarcely less conspicuous ; 
on the other the Monument, a prodigious 
column worthy of a happier occasion and 
a less lying inscription ; the Tower and the 
masts of the shipping rising behind it; 
the river with its three bridges and all its 
boats and barges; the streets immediately 
within view blackened with moving swarms 
of men and lines of carriages* To the 
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north were Hampstead and Highgate on 
their eminences^ southward the Surrey 
hills. Where the city ended it wHs impos- 
sible to distinguish : it would have been 
more beantirul if^ as at Madrid, the capital 
had been circumscribed within walls, and 
the open country had commenced immedi- 
ately without its limits. In every direction 
the lines of bouses ran out as far as the 
eye could foHow them, only the patches of 
green were mere frequently interspersed 
towards the extremity of the prospect, as 
the lines diverged further from each other. 
^ It was a sight which awed me and made 
me melancholy. I was looking down upon 
the habitations of a million of human 
heings; upon the single spot whereon 
were crowded together mpre wealth* more 
splendour, more ingenuity, more worldly 
wi^dopd, anid, ^last m^re worldly blind- 
imh ppverty^ depravity, disbonestyj and 
wretchedness than upon any other 9pot^ 
in. the whole hd>itahle eaith*. 
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State of the English CathoUcs.— Their pm- 
dent SiUncc in the Days of Jacobitimu 
-^The Church of England jealous of the 
Dismters.— Riots in 1 7S0.:-- Effects of the 
French Revolution. — The Rc'estabUshment 
of the Monastic Orders in England. — 
Humber of "Nunneries and Catholic Send* 
naries. — The Poor easily comoerted. — Ca^ 
tholic Wmters.—])r Geddes, 

The sitnation of the Catholics in England? 
is far more favourable at present than it 
has been at any jperiod sinee the unfortu- 
nate expulsion of Jttmes IK There is an- 
opinion prevalent among freethinkers and^ 
schismatics that tntoleriance is bad policy> 
and that religious principles hostile to an* 
establishment will die- away if they are 
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not persecuted. These reasoners have for- 
gotten that Christianity was rooted up in 
Japan^ and that heresy was extirpated 
from Spain^ by fire. The impolicy is in 
half ineasures. 

So long as the Stuarts laid claim to the 
crown^ the Catholics were jealously re- 
garded as a party connected with them ; 
and even the large class of Jacobites, as 
they were called, who adhered to the old 
family merely from a principle of loyally,, 
being obstinate heretics, looked suspi- 
ciously upon their Catholic coadjutors as 
men whose motives were diiSerent, though 
Ibey were engaged in the same canse. 
These men would never have attempted to 
restore the Stuarts, if they had not be- 
lieved that the Protestant church establish<^ 
ment would remain undisturbed , they be- 
lieved this firmly — ^believed that a Catholic 
king would reign over a nation- of schist 
matics, and make no attempt at converfH 
itig them ; so ignorant were they of the 
principles of Catholicism* fiat no sooner 
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had the Pretender ceased to be formidable 
than the Catholics were forgotten, or con- 
sidered only as a religious sect of less con- 
sequence in the state, and therefore less 
obuozious than any other, because neither 
numerous nor noisy. In fact the perse- 
cuting laws, tlKHigh never enforced, were 
still in existence ; and the Catholics them- 
selves, as they had not forgotten their 
bloody efiectft in former times> prudently 
persevered in silence. 

Fortunately for them, aa soon as they 
had ceased to be objects of suspicion, the 
Presbyterians became so^ This body of 
disseAtecS' bad been .uniformly attached to 
tlie Haiio«eii8»(SBQoesttOB; but when that 
house was fiffmly.esfaablished» and all dan« 
ger from the Stuai^ts over, the old feelings 
began to. revive, boljiioa the part of. the 
Crawiiandof iheNoikeottforaKbts. What 
they call Uie conneetson betweeni civil ai^d 
reUgii9i)§ ffi^dwi, or^ as tibck antagonisii 
say, jbetweep «ofaism« and lebelHon^ made 
the couft j^wdous.Qf. theirs amnbecaifmdj of 
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their principles. The clergy too^ being no 
longer in danger from those whom they 
bad dispossessed, began to fear those who 
would dispossess them; they laid aside 
their controversy with the Catholics, and 
directed their harangues and writings 
against greater schismatics than them- 
selves. Daring such disputes our brethren 
had nothing to do but quietly look on, and 
rejoice that the kingdom of Beelzebub was 
divided against itself. 

It is true, a violent insurrection broke 
out against them in the year 17dO;bttl 
this was the work of the lowest rabble, led 
on by a madman* It did not originate in 
any previous feelings, for probably nine* 
tenths of the mob had never heard of po« 
pery till they rioted to suppress it, and it 
left no rankling behind : on the contiasy, 
as the Catholics- had been wantiMily and 
cruelly attacked, a sentiment of compas- 
sion for them was excited in the more tt*^ 
spectable part of the community. 
The Frmch Revolution materially as* 
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sisled the true religion. The English cler* 
gy, trembling for their own benefices, wel- 
comed the emigrant priests as brethren, 
and, forgetting all their former ravings 
about Antichrist, and Babjlon, and the 
Scarlet Whore^ lamented the downfall of 
religion in France. An ontery was raised 
against the more daring heretics at home, 
and the tide of popular for/let loose upon 
them* While this dread of atheism pre-^ 
vailed, the Catholic priests obtained access 
every where ; and the imivevsity of Oxford 
even supplied them with books from it» 
own press. These noble confessors did not 
let the happy opportunity pass by unim- 
proved ; they sowed the seeds abundant- 
ly, and saw the first fruits of the harvest. 
But the most important advantage which 
has ever been obtained for the true religion 
since its subversion, is the re-establish-^ 
ment of the monastic oi«ders in this i9land> 
firom whence they had so long been pro* 
scribed. This great object has been effect* 
ed with admirable prudencet A few uwa 
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who had escaped from the atheisticij^r* 
secution in France were permitted to live . 
together, according to their former mode 
of life* It would have been cruel to have • 
separated them, and their establishment, 
was connived at as trifling in itself, and 
which would die a natural death with its 
members. But the Catholic families, re« 
joicing in this manifest interposition of. 
Protidence, made use of the opportunity^ 
and found no difficulty in introducing no* 
vices. Thus is good always educed frooi 
evil; the irruption of the barbarous na* 
tions led to their conversion ; the over- 
throw of the Greek empire occasioned the 
revival of letters in Europe ; and the per 
secution of Catholicism in France has been 
the cause of its establishment in England : 
the storm which threatened to pluck up^ 
this Tree of Life by its roots has only- 
scattered abroad its seed. Not only have 
many conversioi^ been effected, but even 
in many instances the children of Protest- 
ants have been inspired with such Jioly zea^ 
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that, heroically abandoning the worldi in^ 
spite of all the efforts of their deluded pa- - 
rents, they have entered and professed.. 
Some of the wiser heretics have seen to . 
what these beginnings will lead ; but die ^ 
answer to their representations^ has been,, 
the vows may be taken at pleasure, and- 
broken at pleasure, for by the law of Eng- 
land such vows are not binding. As if any 
law conld take away the moral obligatioa. 
of a vow, and neutralise perjury I May we: 
not indulge a hope that this blindness is^ 
the work of God i 

There are at this time five Catholic ooW 
leges in England and two ia Scotknd^ 
besides tweWe sc^iools and academies fot 
the instruction .of boys: eleven schools 
for females, besides what separate onea 
are kept by the English Benedictinejauna 
from Dunkirk ; Ae nuns of the Ancienfa 
Engfi^ Community of Brussels.; the nmnb 
from Bmges; the nans fromLii^; tfaie 
Aagustinian nuns from Louvain ; the 
English Benedictine nuns from Cambiay f 
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tbe Benediciiae nuns from Ghent ; thoie 
of the same order from Montargis ; and 
the Dominican nuns from Brussels : in all 
these communities the rules of the respec- 
tive orders are observed^ and novices are 
admitted ; they are convents as well as 
schools. The Poor Clares have four esta« 
bUshments, in which only novices are re* 
ceived^ not scholars ; the Teresians three; 
the Benedictine nuns one. Convents of 
monks are not so numerous ; and indeed 
in the present state of things secular cler* 
gy are better labourers in the vineyard ; 
the Carthusians, however, have an esta^ 
blishment in the full rigour of their rule. 
Who could have hoped to live to see these 
things In England ! 

The greater number of converts are made 
among the poor, who are always more 
easily converted than tbe rich, because 
their inheritance is not in this world, and 
they enjoy so little happiness here that 
they are more disposed to think seriously 
of securing it for hereafter. It is no dif* 
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ficult thing to make them set their hearts 
aad their hopes upon heaven. Their own 
clergy neglect them ; and when they be- 
hold any one solieitoos for tlieir salvation 
without any interested motive^ an act of 
love towards them is so unexpected and so 
unusual^ that their gratitude prepares the 
way for truth. The charily also which our 
holy religion so particularly enjoins pro* 
duces its good effect even on earth ; prose- 
lytes always abound in the neighbourhood 
of a wealthy Catholic family. Were the 
seminaries as active as they were in. the 
days of persecution, and as liberally sup* 
plied with means, it would not. be absurd 
to hope for the conversion of this islandi 
so long lost to the church. 

Another circumstance greatly in favour 
of the true religion is, that there is no- 
longer any difficulty or danger in publish^ 
ing Catholic writings. They were formerly 
proscribed and hunted out as vigilantly as^ 
prohibited books in our own country; but 
now the press is open lo them^ and able- 
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dereoders of the truth have appeared. This 
also has been managed skilfully. To hare 
openly attacked the heretical establishment 
might have attracted too much notice^ and 
perhaps have ejtcited alarm ; nor indeed 
would the heretics have perused, a work 
avowedly written with such a design. Ac- 
cordingly the form of history has been 
used^ a study of which the English are 
particularly fond. An excellent life of 
Cardinal Pole has been written^ which ex- 
poses the enormities of Henry VIII. and 
the character of the wretched Anna Boleyn. 
Another writer, in a history of Henry IL 
has vindicated the memory of that blessed 
Saint Thomas of Canterbury^ who is so 
vilified by all the English historians ; and 
Bishop Milneri still more lately^ in a work 
upon antiquities^ has ventured to defend 
those excellent prelates who -attempted, 
under Philip and Mary, to save their 
country from the abyss of heresy. 

A division for a short time among the 
Catholics themselves was occasioned by 
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Dr.GeddeSy a prkst of great leaming, bul 
of the most irascible disposition and per* 
Terse miod. This man begaa to translate 
the scriptures anew ; and^ as he avowed 
opinions destructive of their authority, as 
well as of revealed religion, hia bishop 
very properly interfered, forbade him to 
proceed, and on bis persisting suspended 
him for contumacy. He obstinately went 
on, and lived ta publish two volumes. o£ 
the text and a third of notes ; the notes con- 
sist wholly of verbal culio)s^> and CixplaiA 
notlilng, aistd the language of. the transla^ 
tion is such as almost to jusjily.a suspicion 
that be inteodtsd t^debase tbciboly wi^ti'^g^ 
imd reader them odious. As Jong b» bft 
lived he found a. psJt]K>n in LordPetrie ; but 
his books are now seUiag at their jua^ 
value, that is, as waste paper ; and if hisr 
name was not inserted in the. Index £xpur«r 
gatorius it would, be forgotten. 

Pope and Dryden, the. two greiat^^ £e^«^ 
iish poets^ wereboth Catbcdics, though the 
latter had been edtieat^d in the.schjiiim*. 
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Number of Sects in England, all appealing 
to the Scriptures. — Puritans. — No9ffuroru 
'^Rise of Sociniamsm, and its probahk 
DtmnfalL 

The heretical sects in this country are so 
numerous, that an explanatory dictionary 
of their names has heen published* They 
form a curious list 1 Armimans, Sociniansj 
Baxterians, Presbyterians, New Americans, 
Sabellians, Lutherans, Moravians, Sweden- 
borgianS) Athanasians, Episcopalians, Ari- 
ans, Sabbatarians, Trinitarians, Unitarians, 
Myienarians, Necessarians, Sublapsarians, 
Supralapsarians, Antinomians, Hutchin- 
Etonians, Sandemonians, Maggletonians, 
Baptists, Anabaptists, Pasdobaptists, Me- . 
thodists, Papists, Universalists, Calvinists, 
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Materialists^ DestructioDists^ Brownists^ 
Independants, Protestants, Hugonots^NoQ- 
jurors, Seceders, Hembutterg, Dunkers, 
Jampers, Shakers^ and Quakers^ &c. &c. 
&c.* A precious nomenclatase ! only to 

* It must surely be superfluous to make any 
coomient upon the ignorant or insolent manner in 
irbich synonymous appellations are here classed as 
difierent sects. The perish author seems to have 
aimed at something like wit by arranging them in 
rhymes:— as this could not be preserved in the 
translation, and it is a pity any wit should be lost, 
the original, such as it is, follows : ** Arminianos, 
Socinianot, Baxterianot, Presbiterianes^ Nuex>oi 
Americanoif SahellumM^ Luteranoip Moravianoig 
Smedenharg^noif Athanatianqt^ Ep'ucdpalianotg 
Arianoi^ Sahhatarianoi, Trinitarianoif Unitarianotf 
Millenarianot, Necestarianos, Sublapsarianoi^ Su^ 
pralaptarianat^ Antitumianos^ Hutckinsontanos^ 
SMutemonianoi, MUggletonianas, Baptntas^ And^ 
bapiittas, Pttdohaptiitoi^ MeihodUta$^ Papistat, Vni* 
vertalistaif Cahinutoi^ Materialutoi^ Dettruictaii' 
utas, Brownutas, Independantes^ Protestantes, 
Hugonotat, Nonjureros, Secederos, ffemhutterps, 
2)unkeroif Jumperot, Shakeros^^ Quakeras/*'^The 
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he paralleled by iKe catalogue of the Phi- 
listines in Sanson Nazarenzo,* or the mus- 
ter-roll of Anna de Santiago's Devils,* un- 
der Aquias, Brum, and Acatu, lieutenant- 
generals to Lucifer himself. 

This endless confusion arises from the 
want of some surer standard of faith than 
Reason and the Scriptures, to one or both 
of which all the schismatics appeal, ma- 
king it their boast that they allow no other 
authority. Reason and the Scriptures! 
Even one of their own bishops calls Rea- 
son a box of quicksilver, and says that 
it is like a pigeon's neck, or a shot-silk, 
appearing one colour to me, and another 
4o you who stand in a different light. 

^ulliory to make these names look as uncouth and 
porteatXNiB as possible, has not translated several 
which he must have understood, and has retamed 
the w and ft. — Ta. 

* These allosions are probably well understood 
in Spain; hot here, as in many other instances, 
the translator must confess his ignorance, and re- 
gret that he can give no ezphmation,— Tr. 
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And for ibe Scriptures^ well haye they 
•been likened to a nose of wax^ which 
e^ry finger and thumb may tweak to the 
•fashion of their own fancy. You may 
well suppose how perversely those heretics 
will wrest the spirit^ who have not scru- 
pled to corrupt the letter of the Gospel. 
In many editions of the English Bible ye 
has been substituted for we; Acts^ vi. 5. 
ibe Presbyterians having bribed the print- 
. er thus to favour their heresy. Were you 
to hear the stress which some of these Pu- 
ritans lay upon the necessity of perusing the 
■ Scriptures^ jtou might supppse they had 
adopted the Jewish notion^ that the first 
thipg which God himself does every morn- 
ing is to read three hours in the Bible. 

You said to me. Examine into the opi- 
.nions of the. different heretics, and you 
will be in no danger of heresy; and you 
requested me to send you full accounts of 
all that I should see, learn, and think du- 
ring this enquiry, as the main confession 
you should require* The result will prove 
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that your confidence was not misplaced ; 
that nothing could teach me so feelingly 
the blessing of healthy as a coarse of stu- 
dies in an infirmary. 

Many of the names of this^hydra brood 
need no explanation; the others I shall 
explain as I understand them^ and those 
which are left untouched you may con- 
sider as too insignificant in their numbers^ 
or in their p<Nnts of difierence^ to require 
more than the mere insertion of their titles 
in the classification of heresies. The Don- 
kers and Sandemonians^ the Baxterians and 
Muggletonians^ may be left in obscurity 
with the Tascadrogiti and Ascodrogitij the 
Perticonasati of old^ the Passalaronciti^ and 
Artotyriti^ of whom St Jerome might well 
say^ MagU portenta quam nomina. 

Some of these sects differ from the esta- 
blishment in discipline only^ others both 
in doctrine and discipline; they are either 
political^ or fanatical^ or both. In all 
eases it may be remarked^ that the dissent- 

VOL. I. Q 
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iDg miDistersj as they are called^ are more 
zealous than the regular clergy^ because 
they either choose their profession for con- 
science sake, or take it up as a trade, iur 
fluenced either by enthusiasm or knavery, 
which are ao near akin and so much alike, 
that it is generally di£Bcu]t, and sometimea 
impossible, to distinguish one from the 
other. 

When the schism was fairly established 
in this island by the accursed Elizabeth, 
all sorts of heresies sprung up like weeds 
in a neglected field. The new establish- 
ment paid its court to the new head of the 
church by the most slavish doctrines ; the 
more abject, the more were they unlike the 
principles of the Catholic religion, and also 
lo the political tenets of the Moncon* 
formists. The consequence was, a strict 
union between the clergy and the crown ; 
while, on the other hand, all the fanatic?, 
however at variance in other points, were 
connected by their common hatred of this 
double tyranny. Elizabeth kept them 
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down bj the Inquisition : she martyred the 
Catholic teachers, and put the Puritans to 
a slower death, by throwing them into 
dungeons, and leaving thein to rot there 
amid their own excrement They strength- 
ened during the reign of her timorous suc- 
cessor, and ovevthrew the monarchy and 
hierarchy together under Charles; the mar- 
tyr of the English schismatical church. 
Then they quarrelled among themselves ; 
and one party, disappointed of effecting 
itis own estabUshmeht, brought back Charles 
IL; who ruled them with a rod of iron. A 
little prudence in James would have resto- 
red England to the boisom of the church ; 
but he offended the clergy by his precipi- 
tance, foreied them to coalesce with the 
Pissenters, and lost his crown« His father's 
fate was before his eyes, and he feared to- 
lose hb head also ; but had he been bold 
enough to set it at sta^e, and been as wil- 
ling to be a martyr as he was to be a con- 
fessor, a bloodier civil war might have b^eii 
excited in Eogland than in Ireland ; £ng- 
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land might have been his by conquest as 
well as by birtb^ and the religion of the 
conqueror imposed upon the people. 

This revolution occasionedanew schism. 
Ffom the time of their first establishment 
the clergy had been preaching the doc« 
trines of absolute power and passive obe- 
dience ; that kings govern by a light di- 
vine, and| therefore^ are not amenable to 
man for their conduct. These principles 
had taken de^ root in consequence of the 
general fear imd hatred against the Cal- 
vinists. No inconnderable portion of the 
clcjfgy* therefore, however heartily they 
dreaded the restoration of what they called 
Popery by James, could not in ccmscience 
assent to ihe accession of WilKam : in- 
deed, the more rincerely they had depre* 
oated the former danger, the less could 
they reconcile their really tender con- 
sciences to the Revolution.. They there- 
fore resigned, or rather were displaced 
fipom^ their sees and benefices, and Un* 
gejred about half a eentmy as a ^distinct 
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lect, under the title of Noojarors. These 
mea were less dangerous to the new go- 
▼ernment than they wfao^^ having the same 
<^inions without the same integrity^ took 
the oaths of allegiance^and washed them 
down with secret bumpers to King James. 
But great part of the clergy sincerely ac- 
quiesced in the Whig principles; and this 
number was oontinnally increasing as long 
as such principles were the fashion of the 
court* . Of this the] gavemment were well- 
aware: they let the oKalcontents^ alon^ 
kttowiog that where the carcase is there 
will the crowsr be gathered together ; and 
in this case it so happened that the com*' 
moa:fratliy and the coniaion s^ise of 
mankind coinoided. 

I have related ki: my last how the Dis* 
sentecSf from the repnUican tendency of > 
their principles^ became agmn obooodous- 
to gOTecnment dming the present reign; 

* Don Manuel seems not to recollect Dr Sa^e- 
vcrtn, or not te<hSTe hssrd sf hirn^— Tb» 
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the ascendancy of the old high chareh anci^ 
tory party^ and the advantages which have 
resulted to the. true religion. Their in* 
temal state hai undergone as great a 
change. One part of them has insensibly, 
lapsed into Socinianism^ a heresy, till ot 
late years, almost unknown in England ;. 
and into this party all the indifferentists 
from other sects, who do not choose, for 
political motives> to join the establish* 
ment, naturally fall. The establishment 
itself furnishes a supply by the falling off 
of those of its members, who, in the pro- 
gress of enquiry, discover that the church 
of England is neither one thing nor ano» 
ther; that in matters of religion all must 
rest upon faith, or upon reason ; and have 
unhappily preferred the sandy foundation 
of human wit. Crede ut intelligas, noli i «- 
telUgere ut credo, is the wise precept of St 
Augustine; but these heretics have dis- 
carded the fathers as well as the saints! 
These become Socinians ; and though ma- 
ny of them do not stop here in the career 
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of unbelief^ they still frequent the meet- 
iDg-houses, and are nambered among the 
sect With these all the hydra brood of 
Arianism and Pelagtanism> and all the anti- 
calvinist Dissenters have united ; each pre- 
serving its own peculiar tenets^ but all 
agreeing in their abhorrence of Calvinbm^ 
their love of unbounded freedom of dpi- 
nion^ and in consequence their hostility to 
any church establishment* Allj however^ 
by this unibn, and still more by the medley 
of doctrines which are preached as the pul • 
I>it happens to be ^Ued by a minister of 
one persuasion or the other^ are insensibly 
modified and assimilated to each other; 
and this assimilatioD will probably .become 
complete, as the older members,, who were 
more rigidly trained in the orthodoxy of 
heterodoxy, drop oflF. A body will re- 
main respectable for riches, numbers, eru* 
dition, and. talents, but without zeai. and 
without generosity ; and they will fall asun* 
derat no.Tery remote period, because they 
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do not affi>rd their ministers stipends suf- 
ficient for the decencies of life. The cborch 
must be kept together by a golden chain; 
and tbis^ which is typically true of .the 
true church, is literally applicable to eyery 
false one. These sectarians call themselves 
the enlightened part of the Dissenters; 
but the children of Mammon are wiser 
Uk their generation than such children of 
light. 

From this party, therefore, the church 
of England has nothing to fear, though of 
late years its hostility has heen erringly 
directed against them. They are rather 
i^ allies than its enemies^ an advanced 
guard who have pitched thetr camp upon 
the very frontiers of infidelity, and exert 
themselves in combating the unbelievers 
on one hand, and the Calvinists on the 
other! They have the fate of Servetus for 
their warning, which the followers of 
Calvin justify, and are ready to make their 
precedent, Should these sworn foes to 
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the establishment succeed in overthrow- 
ing it> a burnt-offering of anti«trinitarians 
would be the first illumination for the 
victprjr. 



• « 
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fViUering Places. — Taste for the Picturesque. 
— Encomkndas. 

The Eoglbh migrate as^ regtdarly aa 
rooks. Home-sickness is a disease which 
has no existence in a certain state of ci« 
viliaation or of luxury, and instead of it 
these islanders are subject to periodical 
fits, of what I shall beg leave to call oiko* 
fhobia, a disorder with which physicians 
are perfectly well acquainted though it 
may not yet have been catalogued in the 
nomenclature of nosology. 

In old times, that is to say» two genera- 
tions ago, mineral springs were the only 
places of resort* Now the Nereids have 
as many votaries as the Naiads, and the 
Iribes of wealth and fashion swarm down 
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io the sea coast as puDctaally as tbe laod 
crabs in tbe West Indies marcb the same 
way. These people^ who have unques- 
tionably the best houses of any people in 
Europe^ and more conveniences about 
them to render home comfortable^ crowd 
themselves into the narrow apartments 
and dark streets of a little country town^ 
just at that time of the year when instinct 
seems to make us^ like the lark^ desirous 
of as much sky-room as possible. The 
price. they pay for these, lodgings is exor- 
bitant ; the more expensive the place^ tbe 
more numerous are the visitors.; for the 
pride of wealth is as ostentatious .in this 
country as ever the pride of birth has been 
elsewhere*. In their haunts, however^ these 
visitors. are capricious; they frequent a 
coast some seasons in successioD^ like her- 
rings^ and then desert it for some other, 
with as little apparent motive as the fish; 
have for varying their track. It is fashion 
which influences them, not the beauty of' 
the place, not the deriraUeness of the 
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accommodations^ not the convenience of 
the shore for their ostensible purpose, 
bathing. Wherever one of the queen- 
bees of fashion alights, a whole swarm 
follows her. They go into the conntiy 
for the sake of seeing company, not for 
retirement ;. and in all this there is more 
reason than you perhaps have yet ima- 
gined. 

The fact is, that in these heretical conn- 
tries parents have but one way of disposing 
of their daughters, and in that way it be** 
comes less and less easy to dispose of 
them every year, because the modes of li* 
lang become continually more expensive^ 
the number of adventurers in every pto^ 
fession yeaiiy increases,' and of course 
every adventurer's chance (^ soccess is 
proportionately diminished. They wha 
have daoghtefs take them to these public 
places to look for husbosds;^ and thereisno 
indelicacy in this, because otbers who have '^ 
no such motive for frequenting 'them gO' 
likewise, in conse^aence of the fsBihiaA,*-^/ 
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or of habits whkh they bare acquired ia 
their younger days. This is so general, 
that health has almost ceased to be the 
pretext. Physidansj indeed, still send 
those who have more complunts than they 
can cure, or so few that they can discover 
none, to some of the fashionable spaSf 
which are supposed to be medicinal be* 
cause they are nauseous; they still send- 
the paralytio to find relief at Bath or to 
loot for it, and the consumptive to die at 
the Hot^wells : yet even to these places 
more penons go in quest of pleasure than 
of relief, and the parad^and pump^'rooms 
there exhibit something more like die' 
Dance of Deach tfaaii'hfn ever perhaps' 
been- represented elsewhere in reallife; 
• There is another way of passing -the^ 
suflmier wbteh is equally> if not-motey 
fashionable. Within the last thirty years ^ 
tf taste for the picturesque has sprung up, 
—and a course of summer travelling is 
now- looked' upon' to be^ as essaitial as 
ever a' course of springphysic waa inold'^ 
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times* While one of the flocks of fasbioi^ 
mign^tes to the sea-coaatj another flies off 
to the mountains of Waies^ to the lakes 
in the northern provinces^ or to. Scotland ; 
some to mineralogize^ some to botanize^ . 
some to take views of the country,— «11 to 
study the picturesquei a. new science for. 
which a new language has beea formejd> 
and for which the English have discovered 
a new, sense in themselves^ which assuredly 
was not possessed, by their fathers. This^ 
is one of the customs to which it suits a 
stranger to conform.. My business is. to 
see the country^ — and^ to confess the truths 
I have myself caught something of this 
passioA for the picturesque,. frem. conver<^ 
satipn, from bodes, and still more from 
the. beautiful landscapes in water colours, 
in which, the English excel all other nap. 



To the lakes then I am preparing to. 
set out» I)» will be my companion. We 
go by way of Oxford, Birmingham,; and. 
Liverpool, and return by York and Cam*^ 
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bridge^ designing to travel bj stage over 
the less interesting provinces^ and, when 
we reach the land of lakes^ to go on foot, 
in tme pictoresque costume^ with a knap^ 
sack slang over the shoulder. — I am smr- 
ling at the elevation of yonrs^ and the asto- 
oishment in jonr arched brows. Even so r 
--4t is the custom in England. Young 
Englishmen have discovered that they can. 
walk as well as the welUgirt Greeks in the 
days of old, and they have taught me the 
use of my legs. 

' I have "packed up a box of eneomiendas 
to go during my absence by the Sally^ the 
captain of which has promised to deposit 
it safely with oar friend Baltazar. One 
case of razors is for my father ; they are 
of tbe very best fabric ; my friend Benito 
has never wielded such instruments since 
first he took man by the nose. I have 
added a case of lancets for Benito himself 
at his own request, and in addition the 
i^ewest instrument for drawing teetb>je» 
memberiog the last grinder wbicb hie dis^ 
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located for mej, «od obeying 4be precept of 
retombg. good for evil. The cost stands 
over to my own charity score^ and I shall 
account for it with my confesson Padre 
Antonio will admit it as alms^ it being 
manifestly designed to save my oetghbouri 
from the pains of pnrgatoiy- i^i^on earth4 
Tile lamp is infinitely superiodr to any tUog 
yoa bav« erer seen in our own country^-^ 
but England is the land of ingenmly^ I 
have written such paiticalaf instrtbctions 
that there can be no difficulty in using it. 
The smaller parcel is Dona- Isabd^s com"* 
mission. If she ask how I like th^ Eog^sh 
ladies, say to hes, in the words ^^ the Rch 
maDce^^ 

. Queno quiero amores 

£n Inglaterrsy 
Pues otros mejores * 

Tengo ^0 en mi tiemu 

The citse of sweetpieats is Mrs J/s pre* 
sent to iny mother. There is also a hamper 

'^'TkailtDant nolci>& in England^ hecausc IhfUH 



Digitized by Google 



ENCOKIBNDAS. 353 

of cheese, the choicest which could be 
procured. One^ with the other case of 
razors, you will send to Padre Antonio, 
and tell him that in this land, of heresy I 
shall be as mindful of my faith as of my 
friends. 
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Journey to Oxford. — Slage^CoMch Travel' 
ling and Company. 

Thursday, July 1. 
Tub fttage-coach in which we bad tak^cr 
our places was to start at six. We met at 
the ino^ and saw our trunks safely stowed 
in the boot, as they call a great receptacle- 
for baggage, under the coachman^s feet : 
this is a necessary precaution for trayellers 
in a place where rogues of every descrip- 
tion swarm J and in a case where neglect 
would be as mischievous as knavery.—- 
There were two other passengers^ who,, 
with ourselves, filled the coach* The one 
was evidently a member of the university ; 
the other a fat vulgar woman who had stored 
herself with cakes^ oranges and cordials 
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for the journej. She had with her a large 
bundle which she would not trust in the 
boot^ and which was too big to go in the 
seat^ so she carried it upon her lap. A 
man and woman^ who had accompanied 
her to the inn^ stood by the coach till it 
set off; relations thej seemed to be^ by the 
familiar manner in which they spoke of 
those to whom she was returning^ sending 
their loye to one^ and requesting to hear of 
another^ and repeating ^ Be sure you let us 
know you are got safe/ till the very last 
minute. The. machine started within a 
few minutes of the time appointed \ the 
coachman smacked hiswhip^ as if proud 
of his dexterity, and we rattled over the - 
stones with a fearful velocity, for be wtis 
driving four horses. In Piccadilly he 
stopped at another inn, where all the - 
western stages call as they enter or go out 
of town : here we took in another cargo of' 
parcels, two passengers mounted the roof^* 
and we once more proceeded* 
We left town by the great western road,. 
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the same way which I had entered. It 
was a great relief when we exchanged the 
violent jolting over the. stones for steady 
motion on a gravel road ; but the paved 
ways were met with again in all the little 
towns and townlets ; * and as these for a 
considerable distance almost join each 
other, it was a full hour before we felt 
ourselves fairly in the country. Several, 
stages passed us within a few miles of Lon- 
don» on their way up : they had been tra*: 
veiling all night; yet such are their regu^ 
lari^yand emulation, that though they hadf 
come, about thirty lec^ues, and stopped at 
different places, not one was more than ten; 
minntjes distance apart from another. . 

Englishmen are not very social to stran^ . 
gers. Our fellow-traveller composed him* 
self to sleep in the corner of the coach ; 
but women are more communicative, and/ 
the good lady gave us her wbble history 
before we arrived at the end of the first 

* Lugaret, ViUa^ would have been an improper 
nme for such phces as Kensington, ftc 



Digitized by Google 



JOUKNBT TO OXFORD. 557 

Stage ;'^ow she had been to see her sister 
who lived in the Boroaghj «Qd w^s now 
returning home ; that she had been to both 
the play-houses ; Astky's Amphitbieatre^ 
and the Royal Circus ; had seen the crown 
and the lions at the Tower^ and the ele* 
phants at Exeter 'Change ; and that onthft 
sight of the lUomination she had been out 
till half after two o'clock, but never conld 
get within sight of M, Otto's house. I 
fioond that it. rused me considerably in her 
estimation when I assured her that I had 
been more fortunate^ and had actually 
seen §!• Sba then execrated all who did 
not like the peace, totd«me what the price 
of bread had been during the war and how 
it had fallen^ expressed a hope that Hoi* 
landa and French brandy would fall also; 
spoke witb complacency of B(mniprat> as 
she called him, and asked whether we 
loved him as well in our country as the 
people in England loved King George. On 
my telling her that I ^as a Spaniard, not 
a Frenchman^ sheaccommodated her con- 
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venation accordingly, said it was a good 
thing io be at peace with Spain, because 
Spanish annatto and jar raisins came from 
that GOQdtry, and enquired bow Spanish 
liquorice was made, and if the people 
werVt papists and never read in the Bible. 
Yon must not blame me for boasting of a 
lady's favours, if I say my answers were so 
satisfactory that I was pressed to purtake 
of her cakes and oranges. 

We breakfasted at Slough, the second 
stage; a little towki which seems to be 
chiefly supported by its inns. The room 
into which we were shown wm not so well 
furnished as those which were reserved for 
travellers in chaises ; in other respects we 
were quite as well served, and^ pernaps' 
more expeditiously. The breakfast service 
was on the table and the kettle boiling. * 
When we paid the reckoning, the woman's 
diare was divided among us ; it is the cus* 
torn in stage coaches, that if there be but 
one woman in company the other passen* 
gers pay fl>r her at the innsr 
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We saw Windsor distinctly on the left, 
standing on a little eminence, a flag upon 
Ae tower indicating that the royal family 
were there. Almost under it were the 
•pinnacles of Eton college, where most of 
4he young nobility are educated imme- 
diately under the sovereign's eye* Anidn 
was pointed out to me by the road side, 
where a whole party, many years ago, 
were poisoned, by eating food which had 
been prepared ia a copper vessel. The 
country is flat, or little diversified with 
risings, beautifully verdant, though "with 
far more uncultivated ground than you 
* would suppose could possibly be permit- 
-ted so near to such a metropolis* The 
frequent towns, the number of houses by 
the road side, and the apparent comfort 
and clelinliness of all, the travellers whon^ 
we met, and the gentlemen's seats, as they 
are called, in sight, every one of which 
was mentioned in ofiy Book of the Ro&ds, 
kept my attention perpetually alive. All 
the houses are of brick ; and J did not see 
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. one which appealed to be above half a 
eentuiy old. 

We crossed the Thames over Maiden- 
head-bridge^ so called from the near town j 
where a head of one of the eleven thou- 
*iand virgins was once venerated. Here the 
river is rather beautiful than majestic ; in- 
deed nothing larger than bi^es navigate it 
above London. The.briclge is a handsome 
«toae pile^ and the prospect on either hand 
delightAil ; but phiefly up the river^ where 
inaay fine seats are situated on the left 
•bank^ amid hanging woods. As the day 
was very fine, D, proposed tbat we should 
mount the roof; to which I assented, not 
without flome little secret perturbation ; 
and, to confess the truth, for a few mi- 
nutes I repented my temerity. We sate 
tipon the bare roof, immediately in front> 
our feet resting upon a narrow shelf which 
was fastened behind the coachman's seat, 
and being further or closer as the body of 
the coach was jolted, isometimes it swung 
from under usy and at others squeezed the 
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foot back. There wag only a low iron rail 
on each side to secure ns^ or rather to hold 
by^ for otherwise it was no security. At 
first it was fearful to look down over the 
driver upon four horses going with such, 
rapidity, or upon the rapid motion of the 
wheels immediately below us : but I soon> 
lost all sense of danger, or, to speak more 
truly, found that no danger existed except 
in imagination ; for if I sate freely, and 
feared nothing, there was in reality nothing 
to fear. 

The Oxford road branches off here from 
the great Western one, in a northerly di- 
rection. A piece of waste which we crossed, 
called Maidenhead Thicket, (though now 
not woodland as the name implies,) was 
formerly infamous for robberies: and our 
coachman observed that it would recover 
its old reputation, as soon as the soldiers 
and sailors were pmd off. I have beard 
apprehensions of this kind very generally 
expressed. The soldiers have little or no 
money when they are discharged, and the. 

VOL. I. R 
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sailors soon squander what they may have. 
There will of course be many who cannot 
find employment, and some who will not 
seek it. Indeed the sailors talk with the 
greatest composure of land-priTateering^ 
as they call highway robbery : and it must 
be confessed^ that their habits of pri- 
vateering by sea are very well adapted to 
remove all scruples concerning meum and 
tuum. 

At Henley we came in sight of the 
Thames again^— still the same quiet and 
beautiful stream : the view as we descended 
a long hiU was exceediugly fine ; the river 
was winding below^ a fine stone bridge 
across it, aad a large and handsome town 
immediately on the other side ; a town, in- 
deed^ considerably larger than any which 
we had passed. These stage-coaches are 
admirably managed : relays of horses are 
ready at every post : as soon as the coach 
drives up they are brought out, and we are 
scarcely detained ten minutes. The coach- 
man seems to know every body along the 
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road; he drops a parcel at one doofj nods 
to a woman at another^ delivers a message 
at a thirds and stops at a fourth to receire 
a glass of spirits or a c«p of ale^ which has; 
been filled for him as soon as the sound 
of his wheels was heard. In fact, he lives 
npon the road, and is at home when upQn» 
his coach*box. 

The country improved after we left Hen- 
ley; it became more broken with hills, 
better cultivated, and better wooded. It is 
impossible not to like the villas, so much 
opulence, and so much ornament is visible 
about them ; but it is also impossible not 
to wish' that the domestic architecture of 
England were in a better taste. Dinner 
was ready for ns at Nettlebed : it was a 
very good one ; nor was there any thing to 
complain of, except the strange custom of 
calling for wine which you know to be bad, 
and paying an extravagant price for what 
you would rather not drink. The coach- 
man left us here, and received from each 
person a shilling as a gratuity, which he 
10 
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had well degerred* We now resumed one* 
placeB in the inside : dinner had made our 
male companion better acquainted with us, 
and he became conversable. When he 
Icnew what countryman I was, he made' 
many enquiries respecting Salamanca, the* 
only one of our uai¥enities with which- 
the English seem to be acquainted, and 
which, I belicTe, they know only from 
Gil Bias. I do not think he had ever be-t 
fore heard of Alcala ; but he listened veiy 
attentively to what I told him, and politely 
offered me his services in Oxford, telling 
us he was a fellow of Lincoln, and insist- 
ing that we should breakfast with him the 
following morning. 

At Nettlebed we passed over what is said 
to be the highest ground in England, I 
know not with what truth, but certainly 
with little apparent probability. We could 
have ascended little upon the whole since 
we had left London, and were travelling, 
upon level ground. About five o'clock we 
came in. sight of Oxford^ and I resumed: 
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my place on the roof. This was hy no 
means the best approach to the city, yet 
I neyer beheld any thing more impressive, 
more in character, more what it should be, 
than these pinnacles and spires^ and towers, 
and domes, rising amid thick groves. It 
stands on a plaioj and the road in the im- 
mediate vicinity is through open com 
fields. We entered by a stately bridge over 
the Cherwell : Magdalen tower, than which 
nothing can be more beautiAil, stands at 
the end^ and we looked down upon the 
shady walks of Magdalen college. The 
coach drove Wf way up the High-street, 
and stopped at the AngeUinn. 



END OF THE FIEST VOLUME. 
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